27 April 2008 : John 5 : 16-30  
The lesson today follows on from the miracle we talked about the last Sunday morning I was with you, when Jesus healed a man who had been paralysed and feeling sorry for himself for 38 years. When, of course, everyone was absolutely thrilled and delighted. Aye, right! The powers-that-be were anything but pleased, and the excuse they trotted out for their bad fettle was that Jesus had done this miracle on the Sabbath. 
Never mind what amazing blessing Jesus had brought to this poor man, all their little peanut brains could grasp was that he hadn’t stuck to the rules! Why is it that those with narrow minds and mean spirits can always find a religious excuse to oppose the will of God, reject the Word of God, insult the Son of God, grieve the Spirit of God?

In our own day, there are some tremendously anointed ministries bringing new life and hope to many thousands of people, with cancers and diabetes healed on the spot, and whole parking bays of redundant crutches and wheelchairs, all by the love and power of the Risen Christ. These are the people the whole church should be learning from, as they’re doing God’s will, in obedience to God’s Word, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to the glory of Jesus’ Name – just like Paul advised : imitate me, as I imitate Christ.

But, sad to say, many folks in the traditional, denominational church don’t want to listen to and learn from the Joyce Meyer’s and the Andrew Wommack’s. Instead, they get snotty about how these prosperity preachers pull in far too much money. They set up websites whining that their preaching doesn’t square with sound reformed doctrine. There are even some who protest that healing is not God’s will, but suffering and pain are God’s messengers to teach his children a lesson. Does this tripe sound like anyone we read about in John 5? Jealousy and sour grapes make poor spiritual directors!

For me, I want to learn from people who are getting results! If someone is seeing more of the power and glory of God in their ministry than I am in mine, if someone is seeing more people born again, healed, delivered, set free, than I am, then I need the humility to recognise that it’s me who has to think again. This was a lesson the religious types in Jesus’ time were too dim or too stubborn to learn. Let’s not make the same mistake.

When Jesus was attacked and criticised by the sticklers for the ritual aye-been – whose noses were out of joint because they never saw anyone saved, healed, delivered or set free at their services – he pointed out something that added to their discomfort, namely that everything he did was what he saw his Father doing. Scripture teaches that God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Jesus [Colossians 1.19].   

Every single thing Jesus did, every single word Jesus spoke, was exactly 100% in line with the will and purpose for God in his life. Jesus did everything the Father sent him to this world to do – as the next verse in Colossians states, to reconcile to himself all things, in heaven and on earth, by making peace through his blood shed on the cross. All this gives us THE definitive answer to THE most important question of all time.

The question – who, or what, is God? The answer – look at Jesus and you’ll find out, because in him, and in him alone, is the full and complete revelation of the nature and the being and the will and the purpose of Almighty God. Jesus himself states that he only does what he sees His Father doing. He is completely committed to carrying on the family business, which is to impart salvation in every aspect to the human race.
The God revealed in the ministry of Jesus is a loving Father who will settle for nothing but the very best, in every way, for his children. From what Jesus does, we can be sure that it is God’s will for every single human being to fulfil the purpose for which God created us, to rule and reign in this life as kings and priests, and joint-heirs of eternity with Jesus – if you struggle with that, check out Romans 5.17 and Revelation 1.6.

It is God’s will for us to devote our life to loving, worshipping and serving him, to be a blessing to those round about us as a witness to him. It is God’s will that we enjoy good health and strength, physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually, to enable us to fulfil that destiny. It is God’s will that we prosper and have more than enough resources, financial and otherwise, to be consistently generous in our giving. It is God’s will that we enjoy happy, wholesome relationships in line with his Word.

And if we’re not living at that God-ordained level of prosperity in every area, it isn’t God’s fault. It means that there is some area of disobedience in our life, or something in our way of thinking, that is out of line with God’s Word. Now, let’s be absolutely clear that this does NOT mean God hates or rejects you. His love for you is the one certainty in life. Nothing we do, or fail to do, makes God love us any more or any less. 

What we always need to bear in mind is that God’s love and grace toward all of us is total and it is unconditional, and not get so religious-minded that we conveniently forget that, at least for some of us, God’s love and grace reached out and found us and rescued us when our life was a mess. It’s easy to take a cheap pot-shot at people who are in questionable relationships, people who drink too much, people who gamble.
Yes, these things can prevent people from enjoying God’s best purpose for their lives, but what we need to be asking isn’t what’s wrong with anyone else. Instead we need to take a long hard look at ourselves and ask what’s stopping us from enjoying God’s best. Are we stuck in a rut of mediocrity because the God we believe in is not the God that the life of Jesus reveals? Is our wrong thinking getting in the way of our receiving the power of God to transform our lives with his love, his power, his blessing?
Is what we call in the trade our stinkin’ thinkin’ blocking our ability to receive God’s blessing? Is what’s taken residence between our ears forcing us to settle for less than God’s best? Just like a greasy hot-dog from a dodgy roadside van is no substitute for a proper fresh home-cooked meal, so too a tedious, exhausting existence from payday to payday, from relationship to relationship, from one ache and pain to another, is no substitute for God’s declared purpose in Jesus that we enjoy life in abundance, to the full, till it overflows – as the Amplified Bible translates John 10.10.

If we’re not living at that Biblical level, we need to ask ourselves why. Is it because we think stupid things that are contrary to what the Bible teaches? If we take ill, or some disappointment comes our way, do we put on a stiff upper lip and say : It must be God’s will. I must have done something to deserve this. God must be punishing me.  To say that demonstrates painful ignorance of the Bible. Jesus consistently extended to everyone the full grace of God, total forgiveness, complete reconciliation.

Nowhere is that clearer than on the cross. As we see in Isaiah 53 : He was pierced for our transgressions. He was crushed for our iniquities. The punishment that brought us peace was upon him. By his wounds we are healed. That’s what the Scripture teaches. There IS nothing left for us to be punished for. Jesus carried the can for ALL sin, for ALL humanity, for ALL time. Complete forgiveness, and complete healing, is freely provided for everyone through the atonement of Jesus. That’s the gospel, that’s the good news, that’s the perfect will of God, and all we have to do is believe and receive.

When the teaching of the Bible is so plain, so straightforward, and so wonderful, why do we find it so hard to accept this good news? When we consider how massive and awful a price Jesus paid in his own body to set us free, why do we continue to live in bondage to our own wrong, ill-informed, misguided, ideas about a vengeful God who demands his pound of flesh from us, or an absentee landlord God who doesn’t care what happens to us, or a lottery God who dishes out good or bad karma on whim?

Let’s do something really daring, really radical. Let’s ditch ignorance and dump all that religious stinkin’ thinkin’. Let’s believe the gospel of Jesus Christ, and through him experience God’s best for our lives now and for eternity. Earlier on, I shared that verse from Colossians 1.19 : God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in Jesus. 

Let me finish with another awesome text, from Ephesians 3.19, where Paul prays that through the love of Christ we might be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. God the Father gave his fullness, his everything to Jesus His Son. Jesus gave his fullness, his everything, to you and me. Freely, unconditionally. Enjoy.  
