BURNFOOT CHURCH, HAWICK : 7 September 2008
Tonight I want to share with you a truth that may shock and amaze you. It may mess up your whole lifetime’s theology. Are you sitting comfortably? Here it is! ... God Wants You Well! God wants you to enjoy good health!
That may come as a surprise to some people, especially if you were brought up to believe that everything that happens to you must be God’s will. You get run over by a bus … it must be God’s will. The doctor tells you that you’ve got 3 days to live … it must be God’s will. Some people go overboard and chuck a bit of scripture into this mix. You fall and break your leg, you lose your job, your washing machine breaks down and floods the floor, one of your kids totals the car, your cat drowns in the fish tank … but all things work together for good.

What a load of religious rubbish! It’s dangerous to take a dodgy translation of half a verse out of context and build a belief out of it. It’s like the guy who got into bother, didn’t know what to do, opened his Bible at random, shut his eyes, and stuck a pin in the page. He opened his eyes and saw that he’d found “And Judas hanged himself”. Oops. Try again. “Go thou and do likewise”!

Tonight I want to show you from the Word of God – and no-one else has the authority to speak into your life but God who sent His Son to die for you – that Father God is totally committed to the wellbeing of his children in every way.

I begin in the Old Testament and, immediately after leading Israel out of slavery in Egypt, God tells them [Exodus 15.26] :  I am the Lord who heals you. I’m not a Hebrew scholar, but I believe he actually says I am your Lord Healer. Healing isn’t just what God does, it’s who God is – it’s central to his very being.
In one of the letters written by John, the beloved disciple, a man who knew the mind of Jesus inside out, he writes to the church : Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in every way and that your body may keep well, even as I know your soul keeps well and prospers. [3 John 2].

But the real clincher comes from Jesus Himself. [John 10.10] : The thief – that is, the devil – comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy. I came, said Jesus, that you may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance, to the full, till it overflows. Now, think about this. 

Do you agree that disease steals and destroys your quality of life, and if it’s not dealt with, can even kill you? So who must be behind it then? 
And do you agree that good health helps you to enjoy your life and enables you to minister and witness to others? So surely we can say that Jesus is on the side of health and healing?

If we’re still not sure, look at the evidence of his life and ministry. Throughout the gospels we find him performing one healing miracle after another as a sign of who he was, and what he intended to do – destroy all the works of the devil.  
Acts 10.38 teaches that Jesus went about doing good, healing all who were oppressed by the devil. Disease comes from the devil, healing from the Lord. There is no other conclusion you can draw from the Word of God.

God is the one who wants us well, so that we can do the things he has called us to do. The devil wants to make us ill – disabled, discouraged, too caught up in our own misery to be of use to anyone else. What we need to do tonight is receive and welcome that revelation of the Word that God not only wants to heal us, but has already provided for our healing. It’s all bought and paid for.
One of the greatest of all passages of scripture is Isaiah 53, where the prophet catches a glimpse of the coming Messiah and his salvation, but if we’re not careful we can miss some of the life-changing power of that chapter. We think of salvation in too narrow a way – a transfer deal that takes effect when we die, a get-out-of-hell-free card. It’s much more than that. 

The old Hebrew idea of salvation, shalom, encompasses every aspect of God’s blessing – good health, good relationships, material prosperity, the gifts and the fruit of the Holy Spirit are all part of the salvation package that many of us have never got round to unwrapping and enjoying here and now. It’s time we did. 

In Isaiah 53.5 we read : He endured the suffering that should have been ours, the pain that we should have borne. Because of our sins he was wounded, beaten because of the evil we did. We are healed by the punishment he suffered, made whole by the blows he received. 
These thoughts are carried forward into the New Testament. Matthew 8.17 : Jesus drove out the evil spirits with a word and healed all who were sick. He did this to make what the prophet Isaiah had said come true – He himself took our sickness and carried away our diseases. 

But even more amazing is 1 Peter 2.24 : Christ himself carried our sins in his body to the cross, so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness. It is by his wounds that you have been healed. 
I don’t want to give you an English grammar lesson – sounds of snoring heard all around the land – but did you notice that Peter wrote that verse in the perfect tense? It is by his wounds that you have been healed. 

Stay with me – this is vitally important. At what point in history is the healing power of Jesus released? At Easter. It’s done and dusted, bought and paid for.
This means that when we approach Jesus for healing, we’re not shooting in the dark and begging for something new and revolutionary. We’re only asking for our spiritual birthright. Just as Easter made forgiveness freely available for all human sin, past, present and future, to anyone who will just receive it in faith, so it is with healing. That’s not some nutty idea I’ve dreamt up, it’s in the Book!

There is no need to waste time asking silly questions as to whether or not it’s God’s will to heal us. The Bible tells us not only that it is his will, but that he has already accomplished that will through the death and resurrection of Jesus.
By his wounds you have been healed. Please do not insult or demean what Jesus went through for you by questioning whether it is his will for you to enjoy the fruit of his sacrifice. The Word gives you the answer. What we need to do is to stop doubting and faffing about, and just believe from the heart. 

In the letter of James, good old shoot-from-the-hip James, we read that we are to believe and not doubt, for the person who can’t make up his mind will never stay in one place long enough for the blessing of God to touch him.

I’d like you to say with me now : I believe that Jesus died for me and that by his wounds I have been healed.  Now we’re cooking by gas!
Right, now that we’ve established the principle that God’s will is for us to live in good health, and that the atonement of Jesus Christ has provided healing, the big question is – how do we get access what God in Christ has already done?

Paul gives us a clue, in fact a heavy-duty industrial sized clue, in Ephesians 1 :
May the eyes of our hearts be enlightened in order that we may know the hope to which he has called us, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms 
Did you catch the punch-line there? The power for us who believe is the same power that raised Jesus from the dead. That power comes to those who put their faith in what God has done in Christ. Is that us?

If it is, we have power and authority to give illness and its author, the devil, the proverbial red card. As we see in James 4.7 : Submit to God [and to his Word], resist the devil, and he will flee from you. As born-again believers, we enjoy power and authority delegated by God to deal with disease. 

Let’s use it. I think it was Kenneth Copeland who said : don’t talk to God about your problem, talk to your problem about God. 
What does that mean? Well, in Mark 11.22-23 we find Jesus telling his disciples :  Have faith in God constantly. Truly I tell you, whoever says to this mountain – be lifted up and thrown in the sea! – and does not doubt at all in his heart, but believes that what he says will take place, it will be done for him.

This is not an invitation to order Ruberslaw to take a bath in the Solway Firth, but an encouragement to walk in the authority God has given you. And so, if a runny nose, a scratchy throat, a throbbing head start to assail you, remember that you have the authority of Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit within you, to command those symptoms to stop and that cold to go, and never come back, in the name of Jesus, by whose wounds you have been healed. 

Get into the practice of receiving your own healing by faith in Jesus, based on the Word. In your family, get into the practice of agreeing in faith to cast out diseases from one another – remember what Jesus said in Matthew 18 that if any two on earth agree on anything that squares with the Word of God, he will honour that. Alexis and I are relative novices at this, but we’re getting there.
And one last point. It is always easier to hang on to what you have than to fight to regain something that’s got away from you. It’s easier to stay healthy than it is to let illness get in and then have to fight it off. 

Don’t worry, I’m not going to lecture you about not smoking, cutting down the drink, stay out of the chippie, lay off the cream cakes, take more exercise and proper amounts of sleep. But, then again, these are all good things to do so we can give God something to work with. Creflo Dollar says that supernatural is God putting his super- on our –natural … but we need to do the –natural bit!

What I would say is that we should get our spiritual defences in place every day against the tricks of the enemy. Launch a pre-emptive strike on the devil from the Word. I don’t set foot out of the door in the morning without claiming afresh the promises of Psalm 91, building up my faith in God’s promised protection.

I’ve prepared a wee sheet for you, listing some scriptures that I think will help you to enjoy, on a consistent basis, the walk of health and healing that God wants you to have. Keep them in your Bible, stick them on your fridge door, type them on to your computer and use them as a screen-saver – but use them
