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Preamble
Those of you with a long memory will remember a song sung by Frank Sinatra called ‘My Way’ now thought to be one of the most sung songs. The original song was French – composed and sung by Claude Francois, translated into English by Paul Anka and made famous by Frank Sinatra. It was released in 1969 – my first year in Seminary. Remember? ‘
 

Regrets, I’ve had a few
But then again, too few to mention
I did what I had to do
I saw it through without exemption
And the last line
‘I did it MY way.
 

In 1974 I was invited to the Billy Graham conference in Amsterdam. There, gyrating onto the stage was Cliff Richard – and he sang, ‘I did it HIS  way.
The audience erupted in applause and sang along with him. Time has passed and age tells me that both singers were a bit presumptuous to say the least for they were using past tense – because today is what matters.
‘Yesterday is history, tomorrow is mystery, today is a gift’
 

We are going to sing a hymn to lead us into the readings and meditation.
 

Hymn 458 At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow.

The third verse of this lovely hymn brings great promises.

However, properly understood, the last verse is comforting, because it promises strength to those who place Jesus on the throne of their hearts –– who let him subdue all that is unworthy within them.  It calls us to "Crown him as (our) captain in temptation's hour," and to "Let His will enfold (us) in its light and power." 
Readings:  Psalm 27

                   Luke 13: 31-35

 

The way ahead
 

Two weeks ago I shared in the service at Crailing. It was Transfiguration Sunday in the Church calendar. And the conversation on that mountain was all about the Christ’s Passion. Moses and Abraham were there, reflected in the light which shown from Jesus and they were speaking with His about His departure which would take place in Jerusalem. Just a few days earlier He had told the disciples in a detailed way what was going to happen to Him. And here again, at the core of our reading in Luke this morning is the announcement of the Passion yet again.
 

Today’s gospel text is a strange one in that we get another image of what the Pharisees were like. A group of them warn Jesus that King Herod wants to kill Him. But – why would Pharisees , usually Jesus’ enemies, want to warn Him that Herod wants to kill Him? Did they think they could scare Him into going into hiding if He thought His life was at stake. Jesus knew that Herod had only recently ordered the murder of His cousin, John the Baptist. 
Or it is also that these Pharisees were issuing a genuine warning. Maybe they didn’t want Herod to kill Jesus.  After all not every Pharisee was an enemy of Jesus? Joseph of Arimathea took the responsibility for the burial of Jesus. He was a Pharisee and a member of the Sanhedrin – the council of court of the Jews which met in the Temple area in Jerusalem. And the Apostle Paul famously said, ‘I am  Pharisee’. By and large, they took themselves very seriously and kept strictly to the written and unwritten Law. By the way, the Pharisees were well out of order for Herod had no jurisdiction in Jerusalem, Rome was ruling there. 
 

But Jesus did not run away and hide in a cave as the prophet Elijah did when his life was under serious threat. What Jesus did was to make a very strong statement.
 

Speaking of Herod [the son of the Herod that wanted Jesus killed in infancy].
Jesus said: 
‘Go tell that old fox for me,



 Listen, I am casting out demons, and performing cures

today and tomorrow,



 And on the third day I finish my work

 Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way,

 Because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed

 Outside of Jerusalem [vv23-33]

I think I would have hi-tailed it at that point. Threats and rumours of danger get under my skin and I know fear. When committed to going back to Congo 1962 an elderly ‘brother’ in the Brethren assembly on Morningside Road Edinburgh said to me after a prayer meeting, ‘so your going back to Congo to get yourself martyred’. I was shocked – the whole preparation has been done so carefully. 
First I spoke with a surgeon friend who had just returned from three months volunteer work Congo in the area we were headed to. He had been arrested along with a colleague, tried and sentenced to death for hiding a transmitter [the transmitter was not found and the charge dropped] but he was a shaken man. However he said simply – they need you, you know, go!
 

We all have roads to travel in life and the decisions are never easy but somehow once we can focus on the reality that road gets easier.
 

But it was so different for our Lord. He is on a Godly mission to offer new life and He intends to do that whatever the cost - and He knew the price He had to pay. But, even knowing this, nothing would stop Him from completing His mission. There was unfinished immediate work to do – casting out demons  and performing cures and – on the Third day, I finish my work and that means Resurrection – the life beyond.
 

There is a very immediate devastating crisis. Israel’s greatest crisis is coming to her an urgent summons to come His kingdom way, His way of peace. Hence the story of the brood of chickens which He longs to protect from the fox – His name for Herod.  In AD 70 this third Temple was destroyed by the Romans and on the site of that temple there now stands a Moslem Mosque known as the Dome of the Rock. What would have happened if the people had listened to Jesus and accepted His invitation? I do not know but I leave the question with you.
 

Let my assure you that God has purpose for your life and in worship, prayer, and the yielding of our life and soul we discover the wholeness He created us for.
 

And let us remember the in this time of Lent, the words we heard at the beginning can bring meaning to the moment.
 

‘Yesterday is history, tomorrow is mystery, today is a gift’
Receive the gift from God

And let his love be new for you every morning

 

Amen
