Sunday 30 May 2010 : Colossians 2 : 6-15  
Last Sunday night I was sharing with the folks at Eckford the fact that the three great seasons in the Christian calendar fit together so snugly to confirm God’s love for us.

At Christmas, God made himself like us. 

At Easter, God changed places with us. 

At Pentecost, God made us like Himself.

Three seasons, all distinct, but all connected, and all absolutely necessary to complete God’s redeeming work for the human race. A bit like the three persons of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, all distinct, but all connected, and all absolutely necessary to complete God’s redeeming work for the human race.
God’s plan and purpose for you is nothing less than that you may share in the glory of Jesus Christ – 2 Thessalonians 2.14 – and that doesn’t just mean when you shrug off this mortal coil and stagger over the finish line into heaven. God’s purpose is that you live a glorious, victorious life this side of the undertaker’s visit as well. Romans 5.17 says that we who are in Christ should reign in life, not just in the after-life.

That was God’s original plan for the human race, as we see in the first chapter of the first book of the Bible, Genesis 1, and now that Jesus has undone the damage of the Fall, and released us from the curse of disobedience to enjoy the blessing of faith, that original plan and purpose for you and me is back on track with bells on.  
Colossians 1.21-23 states that : once we were alienated from God and were enemies of God in our minds as shown by our evil behaviour. But now he has reconciled us by Christ's physical body through death to present us holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation – if we continue in our faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope held out in the gospel.  
And in that passage we see that all our problems started between our ears. It was our wrong thinking that caused all the trouble, that was the root of all wrong behaviour. The story of the Fall in Genesis shows that the devil did not come at human beings with a sawn-off shotgun to terrorise us into disobedience, but with subtle suggestions, to trick us into thinking wrong. Not for nothing does Genesis portray the devil as a snake – sly and sleekit – not a roaring lion or a tyrannosaurus rex!
The battle for control of our minds will determine our destiny. In the passage we read this morning Paul warns the Colossian church : See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.
Now, if ever a warning was bang up-to-date, it’s this one. Every day in life, we are bombarded relentlessly by hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.
We are brainwashed into adopting an aspirational lifestyle : that is, spending money we don’t have, on things we don’t need, using plastic we can’t afford, so we can tick the boxes the glossy magazines say we should be ticking. In an attempt to fund that false lifestyle, we’re driven to work all the hours God sends, at the expense or our family, our health and our sanity, so we don’t even have time to enjoy the stuff we’re up to our ears in debt for anyway. That’s hollow and deceptive philosophy.

It’s rammed incessantly down our throats that, in human relationships, you should just go with your feelings. You’re bored with your wife, your husband? No problem! Dump them for someone else. Trade them in for a newer model. After all, God is love, and if that’s how we feel, that must be how God means us to feel. Nonsense. That’s not love, as the Bible knows love – lust, yes ; selfishness, yes – but not love. 
And while we’re talking about going with your feelings, who said that how you feel must be of God? You feel like punching someone’s lights out because they took your space in the Co-op car park, and that must be God? You feel like passing on a tasty morsel of gossip, and that must be God? No, it’s the sinful flesh. To be ruled by our emotions is the way of the secular world, and we can all see how that’s turning out.
We’re constantly lectured about the virtues of equality and diversity. It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you’re sincere. Tripe! What you believe determines how you act, how you speak, how you treat people. One person’s beliefs leads them to go out to Africa to work with orphans, or partner financially with those who do, another person’s beliefs leads them to smack planes into buildings or put bombs on buses. 

What you believe is vitally important to you and to everyone around you, because what you believe determines the sort of person you become. It’s back to the Garden of Eden all over again. Wrong belief, wrong thinking, led to wrong choices, led to wrong destiny. You see how much hollow and deceptive philosophy we all have to contend with, and how important it is to think based on the Word of God, the truth that Jesus promised will set you free, not the garbage pumped out by the media?
Hollow and deceptive philosophy, Paul tells us, depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. Sadly, that includes a fair whack of churchy tradition as well. So many people in church are still in bondage to the idea that their salvation depends on them doing enough good things to outweigh the bad things and so they might get into heaven by the skin of their teeth. 

That’s fear-based, not faith-based, and there’s no freedom, no joy, no peace, no love, no power, no authority, no victory, in it. Let me read Colossians 2.13f, New Century translation : When you were spiritually dead because of your sins and because you were not free from the power of your sinful self, God made you alive with Christ, and he forgave all our sins. He cancelled the debt, which listed all the rules we failed to follow. He took away that record with its rules and nailed it to the cross. 
When did God forgive you? When you cleaned your act up? When you managed to get your religious balance sheet in credit? No! When you were spiritually dead, when your mind was in bondage to selfish desires, when you’d done nothing to deserve it – that’s when Jesus came, at your weakest, lowest, point and mine, and did it all for us! I said a few minutes ago that the battle for control of our minds will determine our destiny, and the key to winning that battle is to know who and what we are. 

Without Jesus, we’re nothing and nobody, lost, breathing but essentially dead, on our way to an eternity you don’t even want to think about. But because Jesus died for us, and released the gift of life to us, we are a whole new creation, people with a mission, world-changers, history-makers, more-than-conquerors, with His Holy Spirit planting the entire nature and personality and life and power and authority of Jesus Himself in our hearts. I said earlier that at Pentecost God made us like Himself, and I guess some of you may have thought you misheard that. Not a bit of it, it’s absolutely true.

Colossians 2.9f : For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. So you also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority. Let’s spell that out so there’s no misunderstanding. Everything God the Father is was found in the person of Jesus, who said that He never did anything but what He saw His Father do, and that whoever saw Him saw the Father.
But now we are one with Jesus. If we have received by faith the free gift of new life that He provides by grace, His Holy Spirit lives within us, everything that He was, we now are ; everything that He had, we now have ; everything that He did, we now are called to do. If, as Ephesians 3 says, Christ lives in our hearts through faith, surely that must mean that ALL of Christ lives in our hearts through faith.

Think about it. I live in 22 The Glebe, Ancrum. That means that all of me lives in 22 The Glebe, Ancrum. Not just part of me. Not just one leg, a few fingers and a beard. If I live somewhere, I am there 100%, not a bit in Ancrum, a bit in Fuerteventura, a bit in the Algarve. If Tony Bennett left his heart in San Francisco, he had a problem!

If Jesus lives in us, by His Holy Spirit, as the Bible says, it must mean all of Him – not just bits of Him ; not just enough of Jesus to keep us out of hell, but all of Him. We have been given fullness in Christ, it says in Colossians 2.10. That’s why it was such a great thing when Jesus went back to the Father and sent the Holy Spirit. While Jesus was physically on earth, He could only be in one place at one time, but by the Holy Spirit He is IN all believers, everywhere, completely.

All of this means that if you truly put your whole faith and trust in Jesus, and not in hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ, you have the same calling on your life that Jesus had, and the same authority to do it that Jesus had, and the same power to do it that Jesus had – indeed Paul told the church in Ephesus that the same power that God used to raise Jesus from the dead lived in them. 

For you to enjoy to the full the life that God means you to have, glorifying Jesus as you serve others in His Name, the first vital step is to get your thinking right – know who you are, and what you are, and what you have, and what your assignment is – and the answer to all those questions is found when you look in the face of Jesus. 
Let’s not waste another day confused and frustrated by the nonsense believed by this godless world. Let’s get a grip of the truth that will set us free, the truth revealed by a Saviour who gave His life so that we might live life to the max, now and for eternity.
