Sunday 20 September 2009 : 2 Corinthians 5 : 14-21 & Ephesians 1 : 17-23
If you’ve come here tonight, give yourself a pat on the back. As I commented in the last GOOD NEWS magazine, a recurrent source of disappointment and frustration is the way that so many people choose to embrace pain, discomfort, chemotherapy, and other dubious delights, rather than rearrange their Sunday schedule, rather than miss roast beef and Yorkie and Songs of Praise for one evening, to be part of a gathering in Jesus’ name with power and authority to change their condition for good.

I believe some people are afraid of the side-effects, in that healing of the body comes as part of a greater salvation package. Those who have experienced healing of their body will very rarely remain unchanged in their soul. Such a close encounter with the awesome power of the risen Christ will almost always transform a person’s whole life from the inside out, and it is a sad fact that some people would rather stay unwell and die than embrace Jesus Christ and the consequent radical change in their lifestyle.

But there’s little point preaching to those who are not here. Rather, tonight, I want to address a few words to encourage those of you who are here, but who are still a little bit uncertain whether this healing thing is for you or not. I understand it’s something we’re still not accustomed to in our church life today, and your enemy the devil will try every dirty trick in the book to talk you out of receiving the healing you need.
One of his regular ploys is to try to persuade you that you don’t deserve to get well. After the things you’ve done, and the things you’ve said, you can’t possibly ask God to bless you with good health. Who do you think YOU are? You’re just an old sinner. And all that sort of rot. Satan ever tried to feed you that line? Come to think of it, has someone in the church, or in your family, or your circle of friends, ever tried to talk you out of your healing, tried to spare you the disappointment when it doesn’t work?
Tonight I want to lay out a few scriptures that will, I trust, persuade you once and for all that the central liberating message of the gospel of Jesus Christ is that you have nothing to do with it, nothing to contribute to it! Do not make yourself a link in the chain of salvation, because you’d be the weakest link – goodbye! From start to finish, it is all about what Jesus has already done for you, what Jesus has already endured in your place, what Jesus has already provided free of charge for you to receive.

The Word of God teaches [2 Cor 5] that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

That’s not just religious gobbledegook, vacuous church-speak. It’s a permanent radical change in status for all of us who truly put our faith and trust and hope in Jesus Christ. Without the ministry of Jesus, we would hold the status of sinner, sunk without trace and bound for hell. But Jesus took the sin of the entire human race, from the beginning of time to the very end, on his own shoulders. 
He who had no sin became sin … for us. Sin carries the death penalty. Romans 6.23 : The wages of sin is death. And neither inflation nor recession has affected that wage rate one tiny little bit! And that sentence has been imposed and executed, on Jesus. 
When he went to the cross, be in no doubt that he was there in your place, and mine. In that awesome plan of God, all murder, all theft, all rape, all genocide, all adultery, all homosexual acts, all greed, all envy, all lust, all bitterness, all manipulation, all drug or arms dealing, all parking or speeding offences, were judged, the necessary tariff imposed, and the sentence carried out, in the crucifixion of Jesus.

Even Saddam Hussein and Osama Bin-Lorry had their sins forgiven by Jesus. When the Word says that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them, the intention and best plan of God is that every single person benefits from what Jesus went through. The tragedy for those guys, and for countless millions of others, is that they did not accept God’s reconciling grace in Jesus Christ. They turned away and followed some other path. 

Proverbs 14.12 : There is a way that seems right to a man but in the end it leads to death. The way of the suicide bomber seems right to the gullible students who sign up as walking explosive devices, enticed by the fraudulent promises of a harem in eternal glory as set out in that pathetic document of the devil known as The Koran. Too late they find out that it leads to death. Here’s the deal, in Romans 6.23.

The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus. It is that simple, that straightforward. Without Jesus, we’re playing Russian roulette with our eternal destiny, and it’s stupidity of the greatest magnitude. With Jesus, we enjoy the gift of total freedom from guilt for the past, total freedom from fear for the future, total freedom to enjoy the present, all because God no longer looks upon us as sinners but as his children, his precious, dearly and individually loved children, adopted into his family, and standing in line to inherit all the blessings of His Kingdom.
We are, the Word says, the righteousness of God in Christ. Because Jesus took our place on the cross and put our sin to death, we now stand alongside Him in His place in the favour and the blessing of God. I want you to shout with me : In Christ I have become the righteousness of God. Now what exactly does this mean? Have you got a couple of years to sit while we unpack that? OK, quick user guide to righteousness!
It means that whatever the Bible says about Jesus is true of us. I know that may sound a tad outrageous, so let me back it up from scripture. 
In Ephesians 1, Paul prays that : the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better … that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
Paul goes on to say this power is : like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come.
And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. In other words, through the cross and resurrection, Jesus destroyed all the enemy forces that the devil sends against God’s people, and crushed them under his feet. Jesus is the head of the church, and we are his body. The church is supposed to have and be all that Jesus had and was – the wisdom, the revelation, the anointing.
Do you agree that what I’m saying agrees with the Word? Right. Do you agree that, in the ministry of Jesus on this earth, he exercised power and authority over disease and disability? Do you agree that, reigning in heavenly glory, disease and disability are under his feet now? Cancer is under his feet. Diabetes is under his feet. Arthritis is under his feet. Heart disease is under his feet. Respiratory disease is under his feet. Digestive problems are under his feet. Circulation problems are under his feet.         In fact, is there any illness, any disease, that Jesus has not crushed under his feet? No.

Therefore, if Jesus is the head, and we – being the righteousness of God in Him – are his body, surely it must be true to say that all illness, disease and disability are under feet too, as long as we remain in that relationship of faith and trust and love that being a child of God, redeemed from sin and death by the blood of Christ, opened up for us? And if all that’s still not enough to persuade you, consider 1 Peter 2.24.

Jesus himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. Let me ask you, honestly – would you not agree that the scriptural evidence for healing and health as the norm for Christian life is compelling? Wouldn’t you agree that the Bible proves healing to be the will of God, bought and paid for on the cross? Wouldn’t you agree, from the Biblical evidence, that God’s part in healing our disease was completed 2,000 years ago, and if you or I have not yet received it, it isn’t God’s fault?

I would venture to suggest that if we allow the wrong and unbiblical mindset of the world around us to infect our thinking, and talk us out of receiving the healing that was so dearly paid for by Jesus, we are dishonouring the cross. If we do not believe it is God’s will and purpose for us to be healed, we are denying our true calling to be the righteousness of God in Christ, and squandering our blood-bought inheritance.

Tonight, I invite each and every one of us to take a deep breath and recognise the glorious truth that stares us in the face from the pages of scripture. This is not some dodgy extreme way-out-there fruit-loop speculation, it’s plain honest Bible study, so in the name of Jesus and for His glory, make this your time to believe and receive. 
