Ephesians 1 : 11-23 : 16 September 2007
We continue tonight in our study of Ephesians, and for the benefit of those who have not heard the messages of the last two Sunday mornings, let me just summarise where we’ve been so far. We have seen that the word “saint”, far from being applicable to extraordinarily holy people from centuries gone by, simply means “one sanctified, made holy, by the grace of God”. In other words, anyone who has said “Yes!” to the call of Jesus “Follow me!” ; anyone born again of the Holy Spirit into that new life, in abundance, to the full, till it overflows, that Jesus speaks of in John 10.10, is – by the authority of the Word of God – a saint, to whom the promises of this book apply.
We noted that, even before the creation of the world [v.4], we were chosen as sons and daughters of God, redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ, heirs of his wonderful promises by grace which even our wrong behaviour is powerless to negate. Once we receive the love of Jesus Christ, our spirit, that part of us which is truly eternal, is sealed by the Holy Spirit of God, permanently and indelibly marked for glory. 

Even though you and I know that our performance as Christians is, at best patchy, the Word teaches that we cannot throw away our righteousness, our standing before God, by our mistakes, our selfishness, our greed, our bad temper. There are consequences of sin, of course. By sin, we bring disappointment to ourselves ; by sin, we damage our relationships with others ; by sin, we spoil our enjoyment of life in abundance, to the full, till it overflows. Sin opens a door for the devil to dump rubbish in our lives. Sin is stupid. But God, in his grace and mercy, has already forgiven our sin once and for all by the death and resurrection of Jesus, and he will not go back on his Word.
As Paul writes to the church at Rome : overwhelming victory is ours through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that there is nothing in death or life ; in the realm of spirits or superhuman powers ; in the world as it is or the world as it shall be ; in the forces of the universe ; in heights or depths ; nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. [Romans 8.37ff]

Tonight I want to build on that solid foundation to convince even the most sceptical among us that, when the Holy Spirit is within us, as the Word of God plainly teaches, we have imparted to us immense power and authority to do the work of the Kingdom of God. We see that Paul prays for the church at Ephesus constantly, and it’s very interesting to note the contents of his prayer. In v.17, he prays that the church might enjoy the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, that we might know God better.
How vitally important is that? If we’re not sure of the nature and will and purpose of God in and through our lives, we will never be able to exercise any sort of ministry and mission to the people round about us. There are still some crazy ideas kicking around among religious people that God is an angry God, a judgemental God, a God who brings disease and disaster on people to teach them a lesson. There is an excuse for Old Testament people to think of God that way, because they had never seen nor heard Jesus, never received the Holy Spirit, never read the New Testament.
For people in the 21st century, such a view of God can only result from pathological ignorance of His Word. In Ephesians 1 alone there is more than enough revelation of who God really is, and what God is really like, to set all our hearts on fire with love for a God of such breathtaking and unconditional love, mercy and grace.
The devil’s only weapon against the people of God is deception. The devil tries to bully us into thinking we’ve got no choice but to accept, as God’s inscrutable will, cancer, diabetes, multiple sclerosis, arthritis, high blood pressure, heart problems, irritable bowel syndrome, whatever. But the Bible tells us [Matthew 8.16f] that Jesus drove out evil spirits with a word, and healed all the sick, to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah : He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.   

Simple question. Who do we choose to believe? The devil, whom Jesus described as a liar and the father of lies [John 8.44], or the Word of God? It’s time for the people of God to wake up and receive the truth about who God is, who we are in him, and what anointing we have through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Ephesians 1.18 goes on with Paul’s prayer that the eyes of our hearts may be enlightened in order that we might know the hope to which he has called us, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.
Please note that Paul is not praying that God might pour out some new thing on the church, but that the church may know what he has already given. That’s an important point, and I want us to understand it! The riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power, these have already been given through the death and resurrection and ascension of Jesus, and the promised outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost upon the church. It has already happened, 2,000 years ago.

If you want to explore this in further depth, we have copies of Andrew Wommack’s book You’ve Already Got It [subtitled : so quit trying to get it!] which has been, for me, just about the most influential teaching I have come under for perhaps 20 years. But let me turn to Paul’s description of this glorious inheritance, this incomparably great power. In v.19f he says that the power released to those who believe is like the working of God’s mighty strength which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead! The same Spirit of love and power that brought Christ out of the tomb on Easter Day now lives in each and every believer! That’s what Paul says here!

Don’t you think it’s about time we woke up to this astonishing revelation, set aside the negative, defeated, attitude that the devil relentlessly shoves down our throat and that we meekly swallow all too often? Don’t you think it’s about time we believed the Word of God instead of the father of all lies, gave ourselves a good shake, and started putting this power to work to the glory of God the way he intended us to, the way the early church did, the way that many churches in the developing word do right now?

It’s a funny thing that in places like Korea, Uganda, Nigeria, New Testament things happen every week in worship. And in those places where the people of God believe the Word of God and do the will of God, thousands come to worship, and to faith!

Can we join the dots here and draw the blindingly obvious conclusions? It is a fact of church life that glossy-looking initiatives, stewardship campaigns, and blueprints for mission, come and go, with negligible impact. Inter-faith dialogues, and compromises of the Word, in the name of inclusion and to avoid offence, are predictably and inevitably counter-productive. So how, the plaintive bleat rises, do we interest people in the church? Answer, by being the church in the way the Word tells us to be.

In John 16, we find Jesus saying : When the Holy Spirit comes, the Spirit of truth, he will guide you into all truth. He will bring glory to me by taking what is mine and making it known to you. I tell you the truth, the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until now, you have never asked for anything in my name. Ask, and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.
We are here to keep on doing what Jesus did. When we break the mould of religious tradition and instead step out in faith to do what Jesus did, in the power that Jesus gave, to the glory of Jesus’ name ; when people stagger in here on crutches and dance back out again ; when people come in here broken by shame and guilt and go home again set free and filled with joy and peace, word will quickly get around that Christ is risen indeed, and at work among his people. That will draw them in, no mistake!  
One last point tonight, just to reinforce this. In v.22, we read that God has placed all things under the feet of Jesus. Question – does “all things” include disease, disability? Of course it does. Jesus is Lord over all creation, victorious over all the works of the evil one. Your cold, your varicose veins, your bunions are not mysteriously exempt from His sovereign authority. His Word is greater than your symptoms. OK?

Then we see in v.23 that God appointed Jesus to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. Jesus is the head of the church, and we are his body. If your body doesn’t do what your brain tells it to, there’s something wrong. So it is with the church. He is in control. What he says, goes, no questions, no excuses, no get-out clauses, no small print.

Again, the church is the fullness of Christ. This means that everything Jesus did, by a simple process of logic, the church should do. It means that every ounce of power that Jesus had, the church has, even that same power that raised him from the dead.   If we are not seeing sick people healed, it is not God’s fault, but our unwillingness to trust and obey that’s the issue. Tonight, let’s boldly take a step of faith and obedience to the glory of Jesus’ Name, and if we would just choose to believe the Word of God more than we believe the lies of the devil, Jesus will be honoured in our ministry.     
