25 May 2008 : John 6 : 1-15  
I guess quite a few of you have experienced your children bringing a whole gang of friends over to the house and then demanding that you feed them at 5 minutes’ notice, before the advent of 24-hour shopping, and the Mother Hubbard syndrome very much in evidence. If so, you would have wished Jesus had been on the scene to conjure up some food, pretty much as he did that day on the hill overlooking the Sea of Galilee.

As ever, it’s interesting to compare how Jesus handles a tricky situation with how his disciples react to it. Jesus sees the massive crowd and knows exactly what to do, but he sees in this situation a growth opportunity for the twelve and asks Philip for a bit of help and guidance. “Hey Phil, what about laying some dinner for all these folks?”

Philip, just as Jesus knew he would, went into lunar orbit in panic. “What! Are you winding me up? There’s thousands here! It would take about 8 months’ wages to buy enough bread for everyone to get even a bite!” Doubt and unbelief oozed out of every pore of Philip’s being, and yet he, just as much as any other disciple, had already seen Jesus pull off some remarkable miracles – the turning of water into wine at a wedding reception, the healing of the royal official’s son with a single word of authority, and most recently the comprehensive transformation of the man who had spent 38 years moping about the pool at Bethesda. Yes, Jesus was winding Philip up, but for a reason.
Today, Philip would learn a much-needed lesson about how the supernatural works – God putting his super- on our –natural. The supernatural happens when God’s people give God something to work with, some step of faith and trust when the circumstances appear hopeless, some affirmation on our part of the truth that nothing is impossible for our God. Philip had yet to get his head round that, so he got a crash course.

While Philip was freaking out and hyperventilating at the prospect of feeding at least 5000 hungry mouths, his pal Andrew showed up with a completely different approach. “Hey Jesus, here’s this boy with 5 loaves and 2 bits of fish. It’s not much to go round, but it will at least get us started.” Now, the text makes it clear that Andrew, no less than Philip, had a few unanswered questions about how this was going to work. 

Andrew hadn’t a Scooby how Jesus was going to pull it off either, but he at least was willing to give the Lord something to work with. Unlike Philip, Andrew was a can-do Christian, and I believe it’s a joy and a delight for the Lord now whenever he finds a can-do Christian, who can see there’s a big problem, but instead of shaking the head, wringing the hands, and moaning about how bad it is, he gets the sleeves rolled up and does what he can. I am heartily sick of church folk whinging about how the world’s going to hell in a shopping trolley, but not lifting a finger to change the situation.
You and I need to remember who we are, whose we are, what we are, and why we are, and act in accordance with our identity, our authority, and our destiny. Jesus gave us the Great Commission, to go out and live the gospel in the power of the Holy Spirit.

We are supposed to be believers, not bellyachers. We are supposed to step out in faith to exercise our God-given authority to act in the name of Jesus, instead of bleating that somebody should do something. That somebody is us – whom Christ has redeemed by his blood, by whose death we are forgiven, by whose wounds we are healed, by whose 

Word we are directed, by whose Spirit we are filled. Everyone say : That’s me!
Jesus gave his church the authority to overcome all the works of the Evil One. Look at the news tonight, or any night, and you can see what those works are – hunger, thirst, disease, poverty, oppression. Another work of the devil is that overwhelming sense of hopelessness that is often our first reaction in the face of the latest humanitarian crisis. We feel helpless in the face of all that suffering – but no Christian should ever allow our feelings to rule our lives. It’s a shame that we let the devil kick us up and down the street like a football when we let our feelings run the show. Don’t ever let that happen!
Don’t just sit there weeping and wailing at the latest harrowing pictures from Burma or China, and then forget it as you flick the remote to watch Cash in the Attic instead. Step out in faith. Be a can-do Christian. Remember Jesus has called you to be a world-changer. Oh well, Frank, you know if I had £1m I’d give it to help. Look, no-one holds you responsible from what you might do with what you don’t have. But the Lord does want to know what you’re going to do with the 5 loaves and 2 fish that you do have!

I am so grateful to the people who went out and trudged round the parish collecting for Christian Aid. I am so grateful to everyone who filled that red envelope with a genuine thoughtful offering, not just a handful of loose change. I am so grateful to everyone who supported the Garage Sale for Water for Life last weekend, to everyone who came on the day, who gave stuff for sale, who handed in donations. Thank you to everyone who, in these as on many other occasions, gave generously out of what they had.
I think in fact it may have been Christian Aid who came up with the slogan : You add, God multiplies. We need to recognise how true that is, and it’s wonderfully illustrated in this lesson where we see those 5 loaves and 2 fish broken and passed round. I guess the disciples were wondering – what are we going to do when it runs out? They might have expected to feed the first row if they were lucky – but they did what Jesus told them anyway. They couldn’t see the end from the beginning, but they took a leap of faith and obedience, knowing that only Jesus could make this thing work out.

That’s something we need to learn to do. Faith, we see in Hebrews 11, is being sure of what we hope for, and certain of what we do not see. If we know ahead of time exactly how something’s going to work out, it’s not really faith. Faith has got to involve trust in the Lord to do something beyond our ability, beyond our resources, to bring about the desired result – and that’s certainly what happened with the feeding of the 5,000. Even now, we don’t know the in’s and out’s of how Jesus pulled this one out of the hat, and in truth we don’t actually need to know the technicalities. 
Was it a case that Jesus miraculously turned stones into bread, and midges into fish? Or was it that the sight of the wee boy handing over his packed lunch shamed others into doing so – the changing of stony hearts rather than physical stones? Maybe it’s not either-or, but both-and? Whatever! The Bible doesn’t record that, but what we do know is that everyone was fair stappit and there were a dozen doggy-bags left over!

It just took one person to step out in faith and offer what he had, instead of bewailing what he hadn’t, for the Lord to release a miracle. One person added, Jesus multiplied. One person offered his natural, God anointed it with his super. Never under-rate the power of can-do Christianity to change the world and honour the Lord. You can do it!

Don’t let any feelings of doubt or discouragement, laziness or selfishness, stop you from fulfilling your destiny. Each of us, as we read in that sobering passage about the final judgement in Matthew 25 : 31-46, will fall into one of two categories. We will be part of God’s problem, which is emphatically not a good idea, or we will be part of God’s solution to the problem, which is what he expects of us. 

We get to choose, and the seed we sow will determine the harvest we reap. So let’s all think – can I offer the Lord a bit more of my time, my abilities and talents, my money and resources? Are there things I’m good at, that could be better used in Christ’s service? Are there some clothes in my wardrobe I never wear that someone else might be glad of, some good furniture shoved in the garage because we’ve no room for it in the house any more, that someone setting up home might be glad of? 

Let’s drive the devil mad by giving stuff away and not looking for any thanks for it. And let’s do it while it’s fresh in our minds. Don’t put off till tomorrow what the Lord tells us to do today because, believe you me, once the Holy Spirit convicts us to do something, he won’t let us wriggle off the hook. Maintaining the food theme as an illustration, you may remember as children when something you didn’t like to eat got put in front of you, and if you didn’t eat it first time, it reappeared at every meal till you finally gave in and bit the bullet – it probably tasted like a bullet by then!

Let’s be smart and make it easy for ourselves and say yes quickly, amen! Let’s decide today to bin every negative, apathetic, passive attitude. Let’s offer the Lord all we are, and all we have, and all we can. As we add, he will multiply. He will put his super- on our –natural, and be glorified in that. Let’s all be can-do Christians for the sake of the Lord who has already pulled off the impossible on our behalf. 
Remember Jesus died that we might live. Jesus for a time became like us, that we for eternity might become like him. Jesus himself bore our sins in his body in the tree so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness. By his wounds we have been healed. We can do anything through Christ who gives us strength.   
