Sunday 2 November 2008 : 
Ephesians 6 : 10-18 

Last time we were together, we spoke of giving due honour to legitimate authorities, employers and governments and things, even the ones our flesh would like to slap so hard their face would wobble for a week. Today, however, we’re going to talk about regime change – but relax, this isn’t about the American Presidential election!
The truth is, however, that if we call ourselves Christians, we are citizens of a greater authority than any on earth, the kingdom of God, with a command from God to get involved in regime change, to howk the devil and all his works out of our life, out of the lives of our loved ones, our community, our nation, our world. 

From the very beginning of time, God gave the human race responsibility to enjoy his good creation and to take care of it – but we blew it, because instead of listening to and trusting in and following the Word of God, we humans chose to listen to another voice. We wanted to call the shots. We wanted to make the rules. And we found out, the hard way, that foolish pride is always, without fail, a recipe for disaster.

You look at the mess the world is in today, the result of bad human choices, and you can see the devil’s filthy paw-prints all over it, as selfishness, greed and downright stupidity have just run riot. Anyone here agree that, for the sake of our children and grandchildren, it has to stop? That’s why we’re called to regime change – kick Satan out on his pompous pinstriped tail, all the way to hell where he belongs, and lift up the wonderful name of Jesus, who at the cost of his own life, has overcome all evil.

The Bible teaches that we who are in Christ, who take our stand on the promises of God in His Word, not the lies pumped out by the secular world, have authority over the devil. By now you should have James 4.7 off by heart – submit to God, resist the devil, and he will flee from you. But submitting to God and resisting the devil don’t come naturally or easily to us. Don’t imagine that what Paul describes as the powers of this dark world and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms will meekly throw down their weapons and come out with their hands up without a struggle. 
And, to be honest, we don’t fancy struggling. It sounds hard! And anyway, when we read Ephesians 6, we might wonder if Paul’s been reading too many Stephen King novels over his bed-time cocoa. All this stuff about spiritual warfare and demons and things seems off the wall, loony-tunes territory, well outside the experience of the ordinary man and woman in the street here in the Scottish Borders. 

But think about it. Ask yourself why, when we’re under pressure, we find it so much easier to respond by biting people’s heads off, instead of counting to 10, keeping the heid and holding the tongue? Ask yourself why, when someone cuts in front of you at a junction, the natural response is flashing lights and hand signals not found in the Highway Code, instead of just ignoring it? Ask yourself why, if someone annoys us, we store it away in our mental memory banks, nursing our wrath to keep it warm?

Ask yourself why our minds keep getting pulled in diametrically opposite directions, between one course of action we know would be right, considerate and helpful, and sowing a good seed into a relationship, and another we know to be bloody-minded, and spiteful, sowing destruction into the relationship, damaging ourselves? Dare I say also, ask yourself why, more often than not, we choose the wrong option?
Again, as you watch the news, have you ever wondered how people can do the things they do to each other or to themselves? How do we explain knife attacks and suicide bombings, drug addictions and illicit relationships that destroy lives? In short, where does evil come from? There are only two possible answers to that question.
Either we’re all potential psychopaths ... I’ll give you the benefit of the doubt on that! Or, following the Bible and plain commonsense, recognise that we’re pulled between two external influences – the influence of good, which is the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit of God ; and that of evil, which again has a supernatural origin. 
But we get to choose who wins that tug-of-war over our lives. Can I ask – has anyone else here had enough of existing as if we’re caught up in a cosmic ping-pong contest, over which we have no control, bouncing from good day to bad ; one moment kind, one moment mean ; one moment compassionate, one moment cantankerous – for me, make that ten moments cantankerous! Then let’s get ready for battle!

First rule of combat – know your enemy. V.12 : Our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, the authorities etc. Work out who’s the organ-grinder and who’s the monkey. Declare war against the devil, not the poor mug he gets to do his dirty work. Satan uses people for evil just as God uses people for good. It’s too easy for us to forget that, and end up fighting at a human level with someone who is acting like a jerk because he isn’t a Christian, doesn’t know the Bible, and so can’t be expected to know any better! And if we’re arguing, we’re not witnessing!
Trust me when I tell you this, when you make a commitment to Jesus Christ, the devil will send people across your path for the express purpose of winding you up. Anyone ever found that? Sunday morning, you decide you’re going all out for Jesus. Alarm bells ring in hell, and so Monday morning in the office there’s someone new at the next desk who, from 9.am on day 1, makes an art form of irritating you, so much that by lunchtime you’d like to put them through the shredder, loud flowery tie first. 

Or you decide to embark on a fresh love walk with Jesus, just before new neighbours arrive – who, you soon discover, have youngsters who play banging music full blast at midnight. They have several cars, most of them in bits on the driveway. They have two dogs and three cats, all of whom use your lawn as a toilet. By Tuesday, your love walk has been tested to the limit. And it needn’t always be strangers. In each family, there is always ONE who comes out of the woodwork at the most inopportune time and knows with unfailing accuracy exactly which buttons to press.

Satan’s idea of a good night’s entertainment is to watch husbands and wives, parents and children, at each other’s throats. Extra popcorn and ice cream if it’s Christian families tearing strips off each other. That’s what’s broadcast 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, on the satellite movie channel in the pits of hell. The demons love it. Through all these dirty tricks, the devil hopes your patience will snap and you’ll be discredited as a hypocrite, bringing discouragement and condemnation. 

God intends, however, out of the exact same circumstances, to bring good out of evil, to cultivate in you the fruit of supernatural patience. Which is it to be? It’s your call! You’ll win as long as you remember the devil is a ruthless cynical lying manipulative snake-in-the-grass [literally, according to Genesis!] who has no scruples whatsoever about using the people you love the most to hurt you, nor about using you to hurt the people who love you the most. You’ll win as long as you remember – make a poster and pin it up in every room in the house – Our struggle is not against flesh and blood. 
Jesus always made that distinction. He hated sin, with passionate, zealous, righteous and uncompromising loathing ; but He loved the sinner, with passionate, zealous, righteous and uncompromising grace. As ever, the mind of Christ is the perfect example for us to follow. Do not get into conflict with our fellow human beings. 99% of the time, people are not our real problem. Fight the enemy with overcoming love.
Let’s serve notice on the devil today that he’s finished. Let’s stand up and be counted, giving thanks that Jesus has reclaimed this world from the powers of darkness and is under new management by the church through the Holy Spirit. Let’s get cracking and release the captives of wrong belief and unbelief. Let’s get out there to heal the sick, feed the hungry, deliver the oppressed, even raise the dead. What Jesus did, ordinary people, born again and spirit filled, can do. Look at the word God speaks through Paul to a church on a mission : Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power.  
The position in which we find ourselves is a bit like that of that stalwart of faith Joshua, standing on the edge of the Promised Land, anointed by God to lead the people in and break through into his rich blessing. That’s what we are, but probably it’s not how we feel. We feel more like Elijah in 1 Kings 19, cowering in a cave, blubbering how feeble and lonely and frightened he is. And lo, the Lord in His great compassion said to Elijah : Get up, ya woos! There’s 7,000 men in town, ready for battle. Up off your knees, get the Kleenex to your eyes, get back there and join ‘em! 
A rather loose paraphrase of the text! Let’s not blubber that we can’t do it. Of course we can, through the power God has freely given us through His Spirit. In our journey through Ephesians we’ve already learned, I hope, that we have all the fullness of God living in us by grace, through faith. As we finish off this letter, we’ll look at the actual weapons, both defensive and offensive, that God in His loving wisdom, gives to His people to equip us for the battle ahead, and to enable us to enjoy that peace of God that passes all understanding even in the midst of the mayhem.
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