Sunday 26 July 2009 : John 8 : 12-20  
I am the light of the world, said Jesus. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. I would have thought there was something decidedly odd about anyone who would rather walk in darkness than in the light. If I’ve overdone the camomile tea, or any other fluid, of an evening, and as a result I have to make my way along the landing to the smallest room by dead of night, I will put the light on.

I don’t want to be feeling my way along in darkness and risk discovering pitfalls for the unwary, like the dreaded plug on the floor, prongs pointing upward ready to do severe structural damage to your foot. There’s no need to do it, it’s just plain daft to do it, and in the same way there is no need for any human being to grope and stumble about in the darkness of doubt and fear and unbelief when we can walk in the light of Christ.

Yet so many otherwise intelligent and well-adjusted people seem to prefer darkness to light in that vital area of their lives and I think we’re entitled, if not duty-bound, to ask why that should be. Why should anyone want to trust the outcome of their lives to the luck of the proverbial draw when they can enjoy the promises of Almighty God?

Why should anyone read a horoscope, prepared by some wacko who couldn’t care less about the person reading their demonised drivel, instead of reading the Word of God, inspired by a God whose commitment to us is such that while we were still sinners he sent His Son to die in our place so that we might live?

Why should anyone fork out good money to let some man or some woman play with their head, using some technique with an exotic name but a highly questionable origin, instead of coming in prayer to the Lord of all creation, in the Name of Jesus His Son, who promised that whatever we ask in His Name, according to the promises of His Word, it shall be done for us … free of charge, even!

Why is it that when serious illness comes to someone’s door, they pledge that they will do whatever it takes, and pay whatever it costs, to be free of that thing that has come against them … yet we never see them at our healing services, we never have them call us and invite us to minister to them. They’ll do whatever it takes – except let Jesus in on the job. Literally, some people would rather suffer and die than have eternal life.

That, my friends, is what’s called walking in darkness, and it is not the act of an honest, intelligent human being who is walking in freedom. It is the act of someone blinded and deafened and dumbed-down by the spirit of this age. It is a spiritual mugging by Satan, who comes only to steal and kill and destroy, and most of the time he gets away with it without even token resistance. The Bible says [James 4.7] that we are to submit to God, and to His Word and resist the devil, because when we do, he’s out of there!
Now would be a very good time to start asking serious questions. Like, why is it that we, and the people we love and care for, are not living consistently at the level of God’s best, but are bouncing along as if in a pinball machine, ricocheting helplessly from one problem, one crisis, one upset, one stress, one overdue bill, one doctor’s appointment, to the next. That just is NOT how God meant it to be. 

Today I want to offer a word of encouragement to us. I want us all to know who we are, what we are, what we have, what power, authority and responsibility we exercise. What Jesus tells us is that we are people of the Light, destined to walk in the light and to be a light to others. You and I, the Bible tells us, are children of God. We pray every week Our Father. Well, if He’s our Father, we must be His children. That’s plain logic.
I know that, for some people, the image of father has been tainted by their unfortunate experience of a human father, and they have transferred that on to God. Life kicks them in teeth, as they see it, so it’s God punishing them for something. There’s no easy way of saying this, but that’s just plain wrong. It’s a lie of the devil. If you see misfortune as some sort of divine retribution for your misbehaviour, you’ve got it all wrong.

In 2 Corinthians 5.19 it says : God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. What does this mean? It means that your Father God loves you so much, and is so totally committed to your good, that he simply does not keep a record of the things His kids do wrong. It’s not that He doesn’t care, or that He’s soft on sin. That wouldn’t be love, just mawkish sentimental indulgence.
No, God takes sin very seriously indeed. It has to be accounted for, but what happened was this. God took every sin ever committed by any human being, past, present and future, and dumped them on the shoulders of Jesus, His own flesh and blood. Jesus paid the penalty in His own body to liberate you and me from the curse of sin and guilt once and for all. Let me share just two very important texts to prove this. 

1 Peter 2.24 – Christ personally carried our sins in his body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is right. By his wounds you are healed.

Galatians 3.13f – Christ redeemed us from that self-defeating, cursed life by absorbing it completely into himself. Do you remember the Scripture that says, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"? That is what happened when Jesus was nailed to the cross: He became a curse, and at the same time dissolved the curse. And now, because of that, the air is cleared and we can see that Abraham's blessing is present and available for non-Jews, too. We are all able to receive God's life, his Spirit, in and with us by believing—just the way Abraham received it 
Putting all this together, it’s sensational. If you are prepared to take a stand of faith, put your trust in Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord, and commit to a life of personal relationship with Jesus, you are a child of God ready to inherit God’s richest blessing.

You are completely, totally, utterly and unconditionally forgiven of every sin you have ever committed, or will ever commit. You will find that you no longer want to do some of the stuff that, up to now, you’ve tolerated even though your conscience told you it wasn’t God’s best for you. Yes, your tastes will change – fresh fruit, not double cream sponge, to nourish your body, the temple of the Holy Spirit! You heard it here first.

And a lot more serious things than that will change as the light penetrates the darkness, the cobwebbed recesses of the soul that previously we tried so hard to keep God out of. As if! Along with the forgiveness, then, comes a growing sense of holiness, as our will begins more and more to line up with God’s Word. Holiness is very similar in sound to wholeness, and that’s not surprising as they mean pretty much the same thing.

Our Jewish cousins call it shalom – God’s best in every way, nothing missing, nothing broken. That’s what the death of Jesus has purchased for you. The curse of the law, the consequences of sin on our relationship with God, we see in Galatians 3, was shattered forever when Jesus took that curse on Himself by going to the cross. But let’s not miss the second part to that transaction, which is that the removal of the curse of the Law meant that we became eligible to receive all the blessing promised to Abraham. 

Abraham was God’s original missionary, and went out under the promise that God would prosper him immensely, and make him the father of many nations, indeed such would be the sign of God’s favour upon Abraham that all the nations of the earth would be blessed through him. Now that’s blessed! Anyone want a slice of that blessing pie?

The truly wonderful thing about it was that God kept His promise to Abraham in every way – even though Abraham didn’t always keep his promises to God. Our God is a gracious God. He knows we miss it from time to time, but as long as our heart is right, even though our performance is often wide of the mark, it will not affect our enjoyment of His love for us. Even when you know you’ve blown a particular situation, and you feel the size of a dried lentil, God’s love for you, and longing to bless you is unchanged

One more thing I need to say today. I can give you all sorts of information about God’s plan and purpose for your life, and – trust me – I ain’t going to shut up about it any day soon! But until you receive revelation, until your heart is truly open to what God wants to say to you, it’ll all just stick to the wall and it will be the tedious same-old same-old. 

Ephesians 1 : 17-23. Paul wrote : I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. 
It is when we invite God’s Holy Spirit to come upon us and fill us that the revelation comes, the revelation of wisdom, hope, riches in every sense, and power. 
That power, Paul goes on to say, is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.
The believer has a ministry of power, real power, even raising-from-the-dead power. Talk about church without walls. Church without funerals more like! That would grab the attention of even the densest unbelievers. And see how the authority structure is set out – we, the church, are the body of Christ. Jesus is the head – and the devil and all his nonsense is under our feet. You are higher up the spiritual food chain than Satan!!
Please listen very carefully. As children of God, liberated by Jesus, born again of the Holy Spirit, we have been given Biblical power and authority to stamp out disease, debt, depression, even death. If we and the person we’re praying for or with are agreed, in faith, in the name of Jesus, for something that God’s Word says we can have – that’s the power of agreement in Matthew 18 – Jesus says that it shall be done for us.

That power of agreement is important. What we don’t have is the right to force God’s will down an unwilling throat. If someone wants to suffer illness or poverty without the help of Jesus, if someone even wants to die without Jesus, that’s their lookout, but what we must do is pray for revelation for them. Let’s live in the light, and radiate the light, and together we can dispel the darkness in the name of Jesus, the light of the world.
