Sunday 17 May 2009 : Matthew 5 : 1-12  

Today we carry on in the Beatitudes and I want to be very daring and deal with two of them this morning – vs. 8 & 9 : Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God. What does it mean to be pure in heart? Let’s turn to our highest authority, the inspired Word of God, and see what the Bible defines as pure. 
Psalm 12.6 : The Lord’s promises are pure, like silver refined in a furnace, purified seven times over. So, for a start, that Lord’s will and purpose for us is pure. He wants us to have nothing but the best, He has promised to bring it about and, as we saw the other week, God does not change His mind or give up. What God promises, God delivers.

James 1.27 : Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. That’s another important aspect of purity, letting God’s best for us overflow through us to anyone and everyone in need. Acts 2.38 says that God’s promise is for us, for our children, and for all who are far off, all whom the Lord our God will call. 

How does God get that blessing out there to those in need? Through the people whom He has already richly blessed and called to service – his church. Purity is unselfish – it sees that the promise of prosperity, which is entirely Biblical, does not come to us simply so that we can kick back and enjoy a lifestyle of caviar and champagne. 
Rather, it is God transferring His resources into the hands of those whose hearts are pure, whose longing is to please and honour and serve God, so that He can then use us to transfer those resources to those in need. That double wealth transfer concept may sound way-out-there, because I suspect we’ve never had it put to us like that before, but it’s awesome and it’s the pure heart of God – a dynamic of contagious blessing. 
James 3.17 : The wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Here we see that Biblical purity is very much about having the mind of Christ toward the people all around us, seeing them the way God sees them, always appreciating and praising the good in others, whilst – by our own example – encouraging them to aim even higher, and walking with them on that journey, led by the Spirit of the living God. 
Finally in The Message translation of 1 John 3.3 : What marvellous love the Father has extended to us! Just look at it—we're called children of God! That's who we really are. But that's also why the world doesn't recognize us or take us seriously, because it has no idea who he is or what he's up to. 
But friends, that's exactly who we are: children of God. And that's only the beginning. Who knows how we'll end up! What we know is that when Christ is openly revealed, we'll see him—and in seeing him, become like him. All of us who look forward to his Coming stay ready, with the glistening purity of Jesus' life as a model for our own. 

So let’s put all this together to get the full picture of what the Word of God calls purity. Above all, it is aiming to be like Jesus Christ, modelling our actions on His actions, our words on His words, our thoughts on His thoughts, our attitudes on His attitudes, and in particular His passionate concern for the poor, the hungry, the lonely, the oppressed. 

We see also a simple and unyielding trust that all His gracious promises, signed and sealed in the blood of Jesus His Son, will come to pass ; along with a firm commitment not to be swayed from the path of trust and obedience by all the fear and unbelief, ungodliness and compromise out there in a world that likes to think of itself as cool and free from all restraint, but is actually cruel and free from all compassion.
The 21st century culture of Starbucks and cellphones, of ipods and blackberries – I once tried a blackberry but it was a bit crunchy and didn’t taste very nice – has an underside we don’t like to think about, of substance abuse and nasty websites, of breathtaking extremes of wealth and poverty. In fact I heard the other day that the world’s 7 richest individuals have the combined resources to completely eliminate poverty in a world of almost 7 billion people. That statistic that almost beggars belief, doesn’t it?

The world without Jesus may think of itself as bold and liberated, but in fact, as we see in the news every day, it’s afraid and in bondage. It has sought to throw off the shackles of boring old God and His commandments, and now finds itself outside the security of purity, shivering outside the city wall of His promised protection, having traded in all His gracious promises for a bit of, shall we say, illicit entertainment here and there. 
Not a wise choice. But how does God view it all? Is God furious? Actually, no. Is God loading his heavenly laser guns to zap sinners in the act? No. Is he boiling up the pot of his judgement and wrath to pour out upon the human race? No! No! No! That’s not how God thinks. That’s not, and never has been, how God sees us. He’s our daddy. He sees His kids in rebellion, and in consequence not enjoying His best, and like any daddy in that situation His heart is broken. He weeps over the needless suffering. And like any daddy worth his salt he would do anything in his power to rescue his kids. 
But the great thing is He already has. He sent His own flesh and blood into the world, not just to die for us, but also to live for us. In the life of Jesus we see what we are meant to be. In the death and resurrection of Jesus we see how we can become what we are meant to be. At the cross, sin and death lost their power over us. The devil and his deceptions were exposed as the pathetic hot air they truly are. We were redeemed, once and for all, from the Old Testament curse of disobedience, to enjoy His blessing.

Jesus has enabled us to move from death to life, from being part of the world’s problem to being part of His solution. He gives us a vision of what He wants us to do, and He pours out through His Holy Spirit the power to do it, the power of His love and purity. These blessings are all offered freely by His grace, to be received freely by us in faith. The church of Jesus Christ has been given what Paul calls in 2 Corinthians 5 a ministry of reconciliation – through Christ we have been reconciled to God, and now we have a calling to pass on that message so that others too may be reconciled to Him. 
And that segues very neatly into the teaching on being a peace-maker. Who, exactly, are the peace-makers? The people who take forward this ministry of reconciliation, who encourage and enable others to walk with us, sinners transformed into saints by the power of God’s Word. Which sounds very exciting, and it is, but – just like purity – it’s something we simply cannot do under our own steam. 
Of course, we’re all in favour of peace, and we want to see peace in our time. So long as there is one suicide bomber on the loose, it’s one too many. So long as there is even one weapon of mass destruction in the world, no matter whose finger is on the red button, it’s one too many. But even when the last terrorist is caught and brought to justice, even when last nuclear warhead is dismantled and consigned to the dustbin of history, that – in and of itself – will not manufacture peace. Gardeners among us will know that the only way you can get rid of weeds is to whip ‘em out at the root.

To see the fruit of peace, we need to deal with the root causes of conflict. There is no short-cut, no quick fix. And it’s not a case of someone has to do something. We can’t leave it all to the politicians. The buck stops with us, the church. Peace in the world is the fruit of human hearts at peace with God. Peace is also an inseparable companion of justice. The Good News translation brings this out very clearly. Listen to these texts :

Psalm 72:3 : Let peace and justice rule every mountain and hill.  Isaiah 32:17 : justice will produce lasting peace and security. Isaiah 60:17 : I will appoint peace and justice as your rulers and leaders. James 3:17-18 : The wisdom that comes from above leads us to be pure, friendly, gentle, sensible, kind, helpful, genuine, and sincere. When peacemakers plant seeds of peace, they will harvest justice. 
Can you see the connection? Can you see how important it is to invest in the kingdom by sowing into justice and so bring forth a crop of peace? Can you see how feeding the hungry, helping the poor, healing the sick are the keys to true peace, because it’s when we do these things – which our human flesh, let’s be honest, doesn’t enjoy doing – that we whip the carpet out from under the devil’s feet. 

Poverty, hunger, disease and injustice provide fertile territory for him to sow the seeds of conflict and strife and misery. Let’s rip up that weed-infested ground and plant peace as we minister God’s riches to cure human poverty ; God’s abundance to cure human hunger ; God’s healing to destroy malaria, AIDS and the diseases associated with poor nutrition and non-existent sanitation ; God’s love to bind up the broken-hearted. 

That’s what this Christian Aid Week has been about, but the fight must go on until every human being, in every continent, has the exact same opportunities we have to enjoy God’s life, God’s blessing, that Jesus bought and paid for. God’s done his bit, abundantly, at the cross. It’s over to us now, peace-makers sent in Jesus’ name to bring that ministry of reconciliation, our faith working by love, as it says in Galatians 5.6.   We are the church, the body of Christ. Let’s do what we’ve been put here to do.
