Sunday 9 May 2010 : 2 Peter 1 : 1-4  
Over the past few years, I have often referred in my sermons to God’s declared will and purpose to heal His people. I have tried to underline the fact that healing is not a hit-or-a-miss thing ; that God is not in a healing “mood” one day with one person, but in a whole different fettle the next day with someone else. Even in the Old Testament, there is scriptural evidence that God’s best purpose for His people is to enjoy health. 
Just about the first thing God tells His people after they come out of Egypt, in Exodus 15.26, is I, the Lord am your healer. In Psalm 107.20 we read that God sent out his word and healed them, snatching them from the door of death. Psalm 103 begins with this shout of faith and praise : Let all that I am praise the Lord. With my whole heart, I will praise his holy name. Let all that I am praise the Lord. May I never forget the good things he does for me. He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases.
And in those verses alone we have established few very important points. First, God’s will to heal is not just something He does, it is who He is. Second, the power of God to heal is primarily revealed in His Word. Third, healing is tied in with forgiveness.

This last point is underlined in Deuteronomy 28. I won’t read all 68 verses of it, but as Moses prepares to hand over the baton of leadership to Joshua, we find 14 verses speaking of the blessing – including good health – that comes as a result of walking in step with God, and 54 verses warning of the curse – including disease – that comes with turning away from God and following the foolish thinking of the secular world.

The book of Proverbs consistently takes that line too, declaring the spiritual maths of staying well. Faith + obedience = health. Unbelief + disobedience = disease. What the Bible calls sin opens the door to sickness and suffering. Therefore, the solution to sin will also release power to defeat disease. The most powerful and effective medicine in the world is not a pharmaceutical one you’ll get from the NHS, nor even BUPA.     It is a spiritual one that only God can prescribe, and its side-effects are all good ones. 
In Isaiah 53, fully 600 years before the event, the prophet has this clear vision of the coming of Christ :  He took our suffering on himself and felt our pain for us. He was wounded for the wrong we did. He was crushed for the evil we did. The punishment, which made us well, was given to him, and we are healed because of his wounds.
In those verses, we find God’s prescription to cure for all mankind’s ills – of spirit, soul and body – and, at Calvary, it was dispensed. The New Testament tells us time and time again just how radical is the impact upon humanity of the sacrificial death and triumphant rising again of Jesus. All the promises of old are fulfilled. The curse of sin laid down by the Law is broken, and the blessing of grace through faith established. Eternal life, enjoying the fullness of God’s love without limit, is not just for the sweet by-and-by, but is very much intended for the present day as well.

Over the centuries, great Biblical words like salvation and redemption have been dumbed down to the extent that, for many people, the act of joining the church is seen a fire insurance policy, entitling us to a get-out-of-hell-free card, premiums to be paid by occasional attendance at communion and a pound in the plate. If we were sold any fringe benefits of joining the church, it was in terms of privileges for club members, like permission to get married in church, or have the weans christened. 

What most of us, sadly, were not told – presumably in case we got big-headed or, worse still, committed the unforgivable religious sin of getting excited about our faith – was that salvation and redemption are truly radical, life-changing concepts. 
Above all else, what I pray for tonight, even more than any manifestation of physical healing, wonderful though that will be, is for each and every one of us here to make the final, decisive irreversible step forward in our thinking ; from a mere formal, legal idea of religion, to a real living relationship with a real living Jesus. 

When we cross from dead religion based on being on a church roll, ticking the box of turning up and paying our dues at decent intervals, to a living relationship, committed to love and worship and trust and follow Jesus in a personal way, it will dramatically and permanently change how we see ourselves.

We need to understand our true identity, who and what we, in the light of who Jesus is and what Jesus did. First, I want you to forget all those silly Victorian hymns about us being vile and unworthy, still wicked sinners at heart, dangling over hell by a shoestring, and one swear word or speeding ticket will apply the scissors … snip!!!
No wonder people have found it so hard to experience the good things of God, to be healed, to receive all the promises in the Word that find their fulfilment in Jesus. And so tonight I’m going to give you your medicine, and I won’t have to sugar-coat it because you will be able to taste for yourself and see that the Lord is … GOOD!!!

What is this medicine? It’s to show you, from the Word, that because Jesus DID die in your place on the cross, and because Jesus DID rise from the dead to defeat death itself, and because Jesus DID impart the Holy Spirit to bring His life, His truth, His power and His love to ALL believers, then … if you truly believe, in Jesus, you are a new creation, no longer under condemnation, but completely reconciled to God.

The whole New Testament is peppered with references to being born again, and new life. When you come to faith in Christ, the old “you” ceases to exist, and a new “you” is born, the apple of God’s eye, in whom He sees no sin and finds no fault. How, you ask, could this possibly be? Paul wrote to the church at Corinth : God made Jesus, his own precious Son, perfect in every way, who never sinned, to be the one-time, once-for-all, offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Jesus
You may have come here tonight fearful, uncertain, insecure as to what God thought about you, whether God loved you. The truth is, that God loves YOU so much that He gave His one and only Son to die in your place, to forgive every wrong thing you ever did, said or thought – and indeed ever will do, say or think.

Just as Isaiah foresaw long ago, Jesus took your place, your punishment, your pain, so that YOU could take His reward, His blessing, His embrace from our Heavenly Father. You are God’s precious son or daughter. You are a beloved brother or sister of Jesus. You are part of the body of Christ on earth today. You are a living temple of the Holy Spirit. Listen to another version of what Jesus’ pal Peter says about you : 

I write this to you whose experience with God is as life-changing as ours, all due to our God's straight dealing and the intervention of our God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Grace and peace to you many times over as you deepen in your experience with God and Jesus, our Master. By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvellous glory and excellence. 
And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by human desires.
Did you get that bit about sharing his divine nature? Yes, you heard right, and it’s not an isolated text. Paul wrote that the church is the body of Christ, in which is found all the fullness of Christ, and that in Christ is found all the fullness of God. He also said that the same power that raised Jesus from the dead lives in believers. 

So if you truly believe in Jesus, and receive by faith all He has done for you by grace, you are one powerhouse for the Kingdom. You have one major shed-load of promises available to you in Jesus, and God wants you, His precious child, to enjoy ‘em! 

When you come up here tonight to receive your healing, you are not coming forward in fear and trembling, like a beggar hoping against hope for a crumb of comfort to fall from the king’s table. You are coming boldly and confidently to your loving Father, in the sure and certain knowledge that Father God wants you well, that Jesus died to make you well, that you come for nothing more and nothing less than your spiritual birthright, to receive by faith what Jesus has gladly provided by grace.
Around the communion table, and in the anointing with oil, you will find forgiveness, reconciliation, healing, joy and peace, all in the loving presence of our precious Lord and Saviour Jesus. In His Name, you have authority to move mountains, never mind aches and pains and infections, as Scripture promises, just believe and do not doubt.  

