4 July 2010 : Deuteronomy 30 : 11-20 (NLT) & Matthew 22 : 1-10 [The Message]

It’s a great pleasure and privilege for me to be invited to share God’s Word with you on this happy occasion for our town. I know some of you have taken time off your work, or used your annual holidays, and maybe travelled many miles, to be part of this Jethart Callant Festival. Of course, the theme of festival and celebration is not confined to Jedburgh alone. We’re nearly at the business end of football’s World Cup in the Rainbow Nation, a joyful event – depending upon who you support!

Tonight, though, I want to speak about the greatest and most over-the-top party ever. First, I want you to imagine an event hosted by President Obama, in Hollywood, with all the stars of stage and screen and sport coming along in their finery ; executive class air travel and air-conditioned limousine connections to and from the airport ; meals prepared by the finest chefs, a free bar all evening ; and afterwards 3 nights in a penthouse suite in one of the world’s top hotels to recover from the excitement. 
Then … imagine you got a personal invitation, with a nice fat cheque enclosed for spending money, and all you had to do was pack your bags and wait for the limousine to roll up your street and whisk you away to LA. I think one or two of you might just want to take up the invitation. I think one or two of you might just pop straight down to David Thomson’s or even across to Marks & Sparks to get a new outfit.

Actually to get an invitation to something like that, to have your name bracketed with the great and good and rich and famous of the world, would be awesome. It would be something to tell the grandchildren, that’s for sure. But here’s the thing. You already have a personal invitation to a gig far better than that, a party that will never end, and from which there is no nasty morning-after hangover.
The King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Jesus Himself, has issued a personal invitation to you to experience life without end and without limit. In John 10.10 we hear Jesus tell His friends why He came down from the unimaginable beauty of heaven to sweat and bleed and suffer on this earth. “I have come”, He said, “so that you might enjoy life, in abundance, to the full, till it overflows”. Jesus extends that invitation to you.

Doesn’t matter 2p how you’ve lived up till now, how badly you may have messed up, how you may have hurt and disappointed others or indeed yourself. Doesn’t matter if this is the first time you’ve set foot in the door of a church for 20 years. Jesus made it clear that He came to save the people who needed saved, and that from start to finish His saving power was a free gift, not something that anyone had to, or could, earn.
The only qualification you need to be invited into the party of life to the max is that you know you don’t deserve to be there. Some of you are looking at me as if to say : Frank, that doesn’t make any sense. Surely I have to be good, and go to church, and not swear or smoke or drink. If you’re thinking that, you’ve got it all upside-down.
If you’re thinking you have to earn God’s favour, deserve God’s love, you’re making the fatal mistake of thinking that you are the centre of the universe, that it’s all about you, and what you do or don’t do. And the devil is more than happy to let you believe that lie, and beat yourself up about it. 

Let me tell you how it actually works. Romans 5.8 : God shows his great love for us in this way : Christ died for us while we were still sinners. Get the time-line right. When did God show His love for us? When did He send His Son to die for us? When we were in our Sunday best, getting our act together, making an effort? No – it was while we were still sinners. At one level, that means that while we were lying on the floor fu’ as puggies, that’s when Jesus was on the cross dying to forgive us.
While we were away on a boys’ weekend or a girls’ weekend, seeking the company, shall we say, of someone other than our wife or our husband, that’s when Jesus was on the cross dying to forgive us. While we were in the middle of an angry tirade at that driver who cut across in front of us, that’s when Jesus was on the cross dying to forgive us. While we were behaving like an idiot, that’s when Jesus was on the cross dying to forgive us. Jesus forgave us before we ever realised we were on the wrong track, before we ever said sorry. In fact Jesus forgave us 2,000 years ago.
But it’s even more radical, even more amazing, than that. Jesus has gone way beyond forgiving individual sinful acts, such as the ones I’ve just mentioned. He has blitzed sin into submission altogether. This word “sin” – that you never hear anywhere but in church or at Weightwatchers – what does it actually mean? Jesus Himself answers that question on John 16.9 : The world’s sin is that it refuses to believe in me.

Sin is not so much the things people do, but the mindset that causes us to do them, a mindset that won’t accept that Jesus is the Boss, that He is not only Saviour but also Lord. In essence, sin is rejecting Jesus. Sin is saying : OK, so you died in agony on a cross and went to hell and back to forgive me, but actually I don’t care. I’m not interested in your forgiveness. I’ll make my own choices. I don’t want you messing with my lifestyle. That’s what sin is – wilful unbelief. It is also wilful stupidity.

Is that too subtle for anyone? I don’t think there’s any point pussyfooting around. People who reject Jesus do so because they would prefer to keep on doing the things they’re doing, things they know – deep down – are out of whack with what the Bible teaches ; rather than go to Jesus, accept His forgiveness, and jump head-first into that awesome promise of new life, in abundance, to the full till it overflows. Why? 
What’s so attractive about the things you’re doing now that don’t honour Jesus that you’d rather miss his everlasting party than give up all that other stuff? Is it really that important to you that you’d risk missing out on the joy, peace, health, prosperity and security that the Bible says belongs by right to a follower of Jesus? 

Or is it just that you think you’re too long in the tooth, too set in your ways to change? And, make no mistake, the minute you sign up for new life in Jesus, you also sign up for change to become like Jesus – not because you have to, but because you’ll want to because you’ll be so full of His love. Don’t buy the lie that it’s too late, too hard, too challenging. The devil has so many people terrified of change. 
If I become a holy roller, my friends will laugh at me. I won’t be part of the gang. I might get dumped. The devil deceives people into thinking that if they welcome Jesus as Lord of their lives, they’ll end up becoming religious, the stereotype of the dour Presbyterian, po-faced, judgemental, singing metrical psalms all day long. 

But that’s not what it’s about. Jesus came to bring life and joy and freedom. 3 John 2 states that the will of God is that we prosper and enjoy health in spirit, soul and body. Jesus is GOOD NEWS. The Christian life is one long party, not one long traditional church service – praise God!!! Jesus came, Galatians 3 says, to break the curse of the Old Testament law, the deadly depressing defeatist mindset that you had to earn God’s favour by good works, and to release blessings on His people.

That means Jesus came to take away illness, poverty, depression, debt, fear, guilt, stress. He has broken the power of those things. You don’t need to put up with any of that trash anymore. When Jesus went to the cross, all those manifestations of the curse died with Him. In their place come healing, prosperity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, and indeed every attribute that Jesus had. And you can have them. Every one of them. All the time. Long life, strong life, fulfilling life. Now that’s party time!
So how do we get to there from where we are now? Seemples! By believing in Jesus, by receiving gratefully all that He has done for us, by making Him No.1 in our lives, by accepting His invitation to the party of abundant life starting tonight and going on throughout this life and into heaven, an invitation bought and paid for by His blood.

So I ask, has anyone here not yet made a radical, whole-hearted, commitment to Jesus – and I don’t mean formally joining the church 30 years ago and turning up just often enough to pay the fire insurance. I mean the real thing. I mean making Jesus No.1, no matter what it costs. Do NOT let this occasion go past without making that decision. Jesus paid with his life to get you invited to the party. Don’t throw it back in his face. 
