Healing Service, Ancrum : May 2011 : Acts 3 : 1-10
In previous healing services we’ve watched Jesus at work during his earthly ministry. Tonight we see the first recorded healing by Jesus through His church following His return to heaven, involving Peter and John on the steps of the Temple. The first thing I want us to notice is what has happened to the apostles themselves, especially Peter. 

John at least turned up at the crucifixion, whilst Peter gave it a miss. Neither of them, as we saw last week, were exactly quick to believe that Jesus’ own words about being raised from the dead had actually come true. But by the time we get to Acts 3, in all likelihood a period of 2 to 3 months, see how bold these apostles had become. 

No longer hiding away in fear, they were up and about, getting in the faces of those who had contrived to get their Master to be crucified. They were faithful in attending the Temple worship as well as their own prayer groups and evangelistic meetings. Nothing fazed them. Here they were, in broad daylight, rock-solid in faith in Jesus.

For us to exercise a ministry of healing today, we must also be rock-solid in our faith in Jesus, and not ashamed to do what we do in the name of Jesus. I had occasion to mention to someone that we had begun healing services. That person was effusive in support for the idea of healing, in the sense of alternative medicine, oriental therapy, crystals, exploring the life-force within you, etc, and seemed quite happy to think that what they believed was essentially the same as what I believed.

I had to disagree. True healing, true wholeness, nothing missing, nothing broken, can come from only one source, and that’s Jesus, because only Jesus offered up His own body to be broken, to bear in His own flesh the curse of every disease and disability. He alone was broken for our wholeness. Only by His wounds have we been healed. 

Only by the Name of Jesus can true healing come, integrity of spirit, soul and body, because as Peter would testify when he was given a hard time by the Sanhedrin after this miracle : salvation, healing, wholeness – the same Greek word covers all of these – for God has given no other name under heaven by which we must be saved, healed, made whole, restored to the condition Our Father wants us to be. That’s in Acts 4.12. 
So there’s the first principle of healing ministry – total commitment to Jesus as the One who alone brings true healing, and to the unique power of His Name to release that healing. Second principle, v.6, as a believer, you have authority to heal in Jesus’ name. We’ve dealt with power, now we deal with authority. 
Before Jesus went home to His dad, He promised that those who believed in Him would do the things He had been doing, and indeed even greater things, and that He would do whatever we ask in His Name. That’s in John 14.12f. The name of Jesus, representing all that Jesus is and all that Jesus has done, is our authority.
Moving over to Acts 1.8, the risen Jesus declared that His followers would receive power when the Holy Spirit came upon them. Authority and power given by Jesus to the church to do the things He had been doing, so that when the church steps out in faith and obedience, He will honour that, according to His own promise. How many of you think Jesus can be relied on to keep His promises?

And so Peter’s not being arrogant or presumptuous when he, in effect, says to this beggar : Listen buddy, I’ve not got my wallet with me, so forget that, but what I do have I’m more than willing to give you, and it’s far, far better than silver or gold. You hoped for a hand-out. Instead, I’ll give you a hand-up. Now, in the name of Jesus, I’m telling you, get up off your tail-end, up on your pins, and start walking.

Those are important words in Acts 3.6 : What I have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk. Peter is giving this man what he has – the authority and the power to confer healing as a gift in the name of Jesus who conferred that authority and power on him. When we go to heal someone, all we can offer is what we have – that is, what we have received from Jesus, but that’s a lot.
If you and I truly love Jesus, if we are born again and filled by the Holy Spirit, if we believe His Word to be true, we have authority to say : In Jesus’ Name, I command healing to come to your body. I command all pain, discomfort and disability to leave your body. I command every bone, every ligament, every muscle, every organ, every piece of tissue, every drop of blood, to be restored to full health and working order, on the authority of Jesus’ Word and in the power of Jesus’ Name.

Now you may at first think that’s way over the top, You might be more comfortable with something like : please, Lord, heal this person, because they’re such a nice person, and their family needs them, and they’ve done so much for the church, please Lord, if it be your will, make them well. And I can understand how you feel, but it’s not what we’re told to do, or how we’re told to do it.

First, when it comes to healing : if it be your will : is a question that doesn’t need to be asked. It was always the will of Jesus, when he was around, to heal whoever sought healing. Second, the goodness or worthiness of the person we are praying for is not the issue, and will not and cannot twist God’s arm God to release what He has already released 2,000 years ago because of how good and loving Jesus is.

We have the promise of the Word of God, the power of the Holy Spirit, the authority of the Name of Jesus. And that’s enough for us to do as Peter did that day on the temple steps. Let me finish, however, with one cautionary note. Although it is God’s declared will for all to prosper and enjoy health of spirit, soul and body ; although the finished work of Jesus gives power and authority to heal – by His wounds we have been healed, 1 Peter 2.24 – we cannot shove healing down someone’s throat if they do not wish to receive it. The will of the sick person has a part to play.

It’s exactly the same with salvation. God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. [John 3.16] Salvation is there for the whole world, but is only received by those who believe in Jesus. The apostles Paul, Peter and John all bear this out. 
1 Timothy 2.4: God our Saviour wants everyone to be saved and to understand the truth. 2 Peter 3.9 : God does not want anyone to be lost, but he wants all people to change their hearts and lives. 1 John 2.2 : Jesus died in our place to take away our sins, and not only our sins but the sins of all people. Hebrews 9.12 : Jesus entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.

It is impossible to miss the utter commitment of God to universal salvation, yet are all saved? Will we, for example, see Osama Bin Laden in heaven? Or Saddam Hussein? I don’t know. But what I do know is that Jesus said [Matthew 7.13f] : wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
It is God’s will to save all, but it looks like not all are saved. If people reject Jesus in favour of the broad road that leads off the end of the cliff, God will send plenty of people across their path to try to talk them into changing their minds, but he won’t rugby-tackle them to stop them going off the end of the cliff. He gave us free choice.

Likewise, if people do not receive healing following our prayers, that may be because they don’t want to receive it. The price of healing is commitment to Jesus, and sadly there are those who would rather stay sick and selfish than be healed and serve Jesus. It’s not God’s will they don’t get healed, it’s their own, and we can’t force them at gunpoint to accept the Good News. If someone’s not sure, but open to the possibility, like this beggar was in our story, that’s a different ball-game.

Our faith plus the sick person’s open-mindedness leaves the door to healing open. Our faith plus that person’s closed-mindedness slams the door firmly shut. I’ve heard it put like this. If a car is in neutral, with the handbrake off, I might be able to push it. If a car is in reverse, with the handbrake full on, I won’t. 
I want to just say to anyone who’s here tonight with a problem that needs dealt with, be open to lay aside your beliefs, your traditions, dare I say even your prejudices, and in the light of God’s Word be open to let Jesus change your life through this ministry.

