7 August 2011 : Matthew 13 : 44-58  : Go on a Treasure Hunt
As Jesus has taught about the Kingdom in Matthew 13, He’s done so in farming terms, sowing seeds in anticipation of a rich harvest. Today we see Him mix the metaphors to bring out the true worth of the Kingdom life. We picture a man out in the field with a metal-detector. Not an unusual sight. A few years ago one of our neighbours found a set of medieval dentures in a field! That gave him something to get his teeth into.

Anyway, back to the man in Matthew 13!! He’s sweeping the field and suddenly his machine starts peeping fit to explode. Excited, the man digs furiously at the spot where the peeping is at its most frantic until his spade rattles against a hard object. He hauls it out to investigate, and finds it’s a treasure chest, filled to the brim with goodies. But there’s a technical hitch. The land is not his, so the treasure doesn’t belong to him either. He buries it again, takes careful note where – X marks the spot – runs off to his lawyer, instructs him to offer whatever it takes for the land, and signs a blank cheque. 

Nowadays we would spot a couple of moral and legal ambiguities in there, but let’s not complicate things. At its heart this parable is about someone who is searching, who knows deep down there has to be more to life than a tedious daily struggle against debt and disease, strife and stress, but isn’t quite sure what it is or where to find it.

It’s about someone who is no longer prepared to settle for the mediocre, who is willing to make the effort to break the mould. I wonder if that applies to anyone here today? You might not be desperately unhappy, but you’re not fulfilled either. You can’t see how your life is making any positive difference to anyone or anything. Not to put too fine a point on it, you’re bored with the same-old, same-old, but if anyone asks – well, what DO you want to do? – the truth is, you haven’t a clue, and that’s the problem.
If that’s where you’re at, and I suspect that there are a number of us here whom that cap will fit only too snugly, then it’s time to get the metal-detector and the spade and go on a treasure hunt. And the field in which we go digging is the Word of God. Why? Because only the Word of God can kick-start a stalled life and reconnect us with the glorious destiny that God planned for each of us individually before time itself began.

The sobering reality is that, 99 times out of 100, what’s sucking our life down into the swamp of mediocrity isn’t something external to us, over which we have no control, but what’s going on between those two things God kindly left sticking out the side of our head for us to rest our specs on! 
We might want to blame circumstances, we might want to murmur and mutter and moan about the electricity bill, the gas bill, the phone bill, the car insurance bill, that rotten pig we work for, that rotten pig we’re married to, the mess everybody makes of the house, the fact that everyone always wants money off us, those aches, those pains, the government, the Council, 121, or whatever.

And it would be nice and comforting to be able to pass the buck and blame someone else for the fact that our situation’s fit only for the wheelie-bin, but I’m sorry to have to tell you that Christ-followers can’t play that blame game. 
If we had a Christ-like attitude toward our circumstances, we would be in a position to exercise the power and authority of Christ to change our circumstances. The treasure of the Kingdom, basically, is a mindset. It is a way of thinking that acknowledges and rejoices in the Lordship of Jesus, that sees beyond the mess of today to the promise of God that empowers us to clean up that mess and move on to a better tomorrow.

Imagine that tomorrow the bank statement came in, showing a credit balance of £2.74. In the same post come three overdue credit card bills, a car tax disc notification, a second reminder for the television licence, and a final reminder for the council tax. This month there are three family birthdays and there’s a wedding later in the year to save up for. On the face of it, that’s grounds for tearing the hair out in lumps.

But instead we dig out the metal-detector and the spade and we find in the scriptures the treasures of the Kingdom : Owe no-one anything except the debt to love [Romans 13.8]. Oh. You mean if I don’t have the money I’m not supposed to spend it. So, Lord, you don’t want me to order stuff on-line that I don’t really need and can’t afford? OK. My God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus [Philippians 4.19]. All right, Father, I believe you’ve got this in hand. I won’t panic.

Remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.      [Dt 8.18] Father, thank You that Your promised long ago, thousands of years ago, to give me the power to succeed and be prosperous. Let the LORD be magnified, 
who has pleasure in the prosperity of His servant. [Psalm 35.27]. You mean, Father, you’re happier when I’m doing well than when I’m struggling? That’s such a comfort.
You see what I mean by going on a treasure hunt? You start to stack up a pile of scriptures that confirm God’s good purpose for your life, that put those wretched bills in the context of God’s abundance and help you get your priorities right, a rich blend of reassurance and, where necessary, guidance and correction. But I’ve still got those bills to pay by the end of the month. God can’t do anything about that.

Wait a minute, chum. Who says? Behold, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for me? [Jeremiah 32.27]. And again in Luke 18.27 Jesus said : What is impossible with men is possible with God. Or, as The Message translation has it : No chance at all," Jesus said, "if you think you can pull it off by yourself. Every chance in the world if you trust God to do it."  And there’s the rub. If we don’t believe God can get us out of the hole, how on earth do we think we can do it ourselves?
Another situation that could freak us out is when our families reject our faith, go their own way, and get into a whole pickle of bother. Again, that’s a key moment to go on a treasure-hunt. Psalm 103.17 : the love of the Lord remains forever with those who honour and revere Him, and His salvation extends to our children’s children. Did you get that? Because of your faith, God declares your children and grandchildren to be accepted in His right and declared righteous even before they find personal faith.

All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be the peace of your children. [Isaiah 54.13]. Hang in there. The day is coming when your children, even the harem-scarem ones, especially the harem-scarem ones, will be born again, filled by the Holy Spirit, fulfilling their destiny. And now for a real cracker, Jeremiah 31.16f : Your children will come back to you from the distant land of the enemy. There is hope for your future,” says the Lord. “Your children will come again to their own land.
I can tell you a story about this one. A few years ago, we started claiming this promise over our children, two of whom at that time were hooked up with people we thought were a bit dodgy – but we didn’t barge in and interfere, we left it for the Boss to deal with. Usually a good policy! Within a few weeks, we had phone calls from those two, on consecutive Friday afternoons, saying they were splitting up from their iffy partners … and coming back to live with us! We did feel that the Lord was perhaps fulfilling the promise of Jeremiah just a little too literally! Anyway, moving on …!!

The point is – whatever the problem, there is a promise – and usually a whole bunch of promises – that address the problem. The key to us moving forward is to go on a treasure-hunt, find the promises that address the problem, and let those promises from the Word of God change the way we think about the situation we’re in. To adopt a Kingdom perspective, to see things as the Word sees them and not how the world sees them, gives God space to get His angels working to change the situation, to fulfil His promise. Fear believes in the problem. Faith believes in the promise. It’s our call.
And that applies to financial issues, family issues, relationship issues, health issues – go on a treasure-hunt through the Word. If you happen to have a concordance, that’s good because it can serve as a promise-detector. And when you find those promises, get rid of every thought, every opinion, every belief, every feeling, every tradition, every superstition, every old wife’s tale, that doesn’t agree with the promise. 

The man in the parable sold everything he had to possess the treasure. He was willing to make that exchange. Sometimes we have to do the hard thing and trade in everything we’ve believed in because, actually, it’s not what God’s Word says. Jesus warned the people about the traditions of men that make the Word of God ineffective. 
That’s why it’s not enough just to swallow unquestioningly what someone else says. We need to go dig for treasure ourselves. We need to be crystal clear what God’s will for our lives is, and God’s will is revealed in what Jesus did and said, as recorded in the gospels, and explained in the rest of the New Testament. 
When we’re dealing with the Old Testament, we need to be careful. The promises made in it still hold good, but now as New Testament believers we are to receive them by faith in Jesus, not by works of the Law, because we have been redeemed from the curse of the law to receive the blessing by faith – Galatians 3.13f.  
It is all too easy, as an honest mistake or misunderstanding, to miss the gospel truth that Jesus has fulfilled the righteous demands of the Old Testament law once and for all, so that we are no longer bound by it. There were reasons why Israel of old had to relate to God by obeying the law, or else, but Jesus came as a once-for-all sacrifice to set all people free. It’s a mistake to try to mix law and grace, to believe you need faith in Jesus but also that you need to be good to earn God’s favour. 

We don’t and we couldn’t! That’s what Jesus is getting at in v.52. The promises made to Abraham and the great figures of the Old Testament are the old treasure. The fact that they come to us freely and unconditionally because of the sacrifice of Jesus, and not any deserving of our own, is the new treasure. 

Now you see why, like the man in the parable, we must trade in all our old ideas about God, a fearful figure moving in mysterious ways and demanding perfect obedience, if we are to enjoy the treasure of the Kingdom, God’s perfect love revealed in Jesus and now available without limit to all who will receive it?

I know this may be hard for you to get your head round, but it will be well worth it, and the importance of all this is emphasised by the Lord’s brother James, who wrote that a double-minded person can’t expect to get his prayers answered. If we’re still not sure that God loves us, not sure that we deserve God’s blessing, not sure God wants to heal us or meet all our needs from His glorious riches, we’ll find it very hard to pray single-mindedly in agreement with what God’s Word says. We’ll find it very hard to receive what God wants for us, what the sacrifice of Jesus has already provided for us.
This has been strong meat today, but I believe you are big enough to receive it and be blessed by it. Le this be the day when you take your spiritual spade and metal-detector and go on a treasure-hunt. And when you find it, when you find that revelation of God’s love for you that fills you and thrills you, I pray that you will have the courage to take a deep breath, lay on the altar once and for all every belief and tradition you’ve ever just taken as read, and buy into the full glorious reality of God’s grace in Jesus.
Ten Good Confessions from God’s Word

My True Identity : I belong to Christ. I have become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for my sin, and so I have been made right with God through Christ. [2 Corinthians 5]
I am protected : Because I have made the Lord Most High my refuge and my shelter, no evil will conquer me, no disease will come near my home. God has ordered his angels to protect me wherever I go. 

[Psalm 91]

I am forgiven : God showed his great love for me by sending Christ to die for me while I was still a sinner. I am God’s child because my sins have been forgiven through Jesus. [Romans 5, 1 John 2]

I am accepted : I have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus once for all time. I can go right into the presence of God with a sincere heart, fully trusting him, for my guilty conscience has been sprinkled with Christ’s blood to make me clean [Hebrews 10].

Prosperity : As I honour God by tithing, He honours me by throwing open the floodgates of heaven and pouring out blessings beyond my wildest dreams. My harvest will be abundant, for God will guard them from insects and disease. [Malachi 3]

Health : The Lord has forgiven all my sins and healed all my diseases. By the wounds of Jesus I have been healed. [Psalm 103, 1 Peter 2]

Family : God will teach all my children, and they will enjoy great peace. The love of the Lord remains forever with me as I honour and worship him, and his salvation extends to my children and grand-children. [Isaiah 54, Psalm 103]

Overcoming Temptation : I will humble myself before God. I will stand firm against the devil, and he will flee from me. [James 4] 

Overcoming Stress : I will not worry about anything; instead, I will pray about everything. I will tell God what I need, and thank him for all he has done. I will cast all my anxiety on Him because He cares for me. [Philippians 4, 1 Peter 5]

Answered Prayer : God will grant my heart’s desires and make all my plans succeed … the Lord will answer all my prayers [Psalm 20]
