Guild Dedication : Sunday 4 September 2011 : Matthew 14 : 22-36

Today we heard of Peter’s brief but dramatic defiance of the laws of physics. Some of the most exciting – if that’s the right word – times the disciples spent with Jesus were on boats on the Sea of Galilee. If it wasn’t supernatural hauls of fish, or stilling of storms, it was walking on top of the waves. For those of us who consider water to be strictly for making tea with, not being in – nothing to do, of course, with watching Jaws too often on the telly – Jesus brings a whole new dimension to good old H2O!

The first point of interest in this passage is v.22 : Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side. This incident comes hot on the heels of the miraculous feeding of the 5,000, so you would imagine the thermometer of faith for the disciples would be pretty close to boiling point off the back of that.

Yet we see from the following verses that fear, rather than faith, ended up as the prevailing mood in the boat that night. The rising wind blew away their confidence. Oh, we know about that. Why is it that a little wobble in our circumstances can cause us to lose sight of the Lord’s promises and indeed to lose the plot? 
In v.22 Jesus had commanded them to get into the boat and go to the other side. Surely they must have realised that Jesus hadn’t said that as a dastardly ploy to sink the lot of them to the bottom of the lake! If Jesus said they were going to the other side, they were going to the other side, and neither wind, rain, sleet, snow, nor even the whole lake tilting 90 degrees to a vertical position, would be able to stop them. 
The Word had spoken. End of story. Silly old disciples. But wait – before we criticise their little anxiety attack, let’s consider whether we … standing, remember, on THIS side of the resurrection, are in any position to point fingers. The Word has spoken to us too. The Word tells us [Hebrews 13.5] that Jesus will never leave us nor forsake us 

Also, in Psalm 91, the Lord says : I will rescue those who love me. I will protect those who trust in my name. When they call on me, I will answer. I will be with them in trouble. I will rescue and honour them. I will reward them with a long life and give them my salvation. Time and again, the Word speaks, telling us not to worry. God is on our side. Whatever we’re going through, He’s right in there with us to bring us out of it. The assurance of the Word should comfort us, and settle any and all anxiety.  
But does it? Isn’t it the case that we still worry? We still see the worst-case scenario. We still think and act as if we were alone against the whole universe and God was away on a cruise, sunbathing and sipping martini with a slice of lemon. When the Word speaks, we would do well to believe, because the Word – in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God – is always true. 

Today as we – the Guild and the wider congregation – dedicate ourselves again to the Lord, let’s remember that God and His word cannot be separated. We give everything to God, we receive everything the Word promises – and for believers it’s all good.
Moving on to v.28 we hear Peter – not for the first time, nor for the last – shooting his mouth off :  Lord, if it's you, tell me to come to you on the water. I want you to imagine you were one of the other disciples in the boat at that moment. How would you feel about that? Annoyed at Peter because, at this very moment when YOU needed Jesus to help YOU, Peter was seeking his attention, showing off, whatever?
Or maybe sniggering into your hanky at what sounded like a really daft thing to say – what’s all that about, walking on the water? Especially when, very soon afterwards, Peter found himself sliding down into the tossing waves screaming for help … might the words : serve you right, smarty-pants : have been hovering about at that moment?
But here’s the point we often forget. 11 disciples remained in the boat with their thoughts – criticism of Peter, judgement of Peter, anger at Jesus, etc – and that boat, make no mistake, was going down under the weight of those thoughts if Jesus hadn’t done something about it. Even though they were on a mission from Jesus, they might have sunk themselves by their negative thoughts, which went against the Word.

The Guild has a very clear mission from the Lord, whose they are and whom they serve, a mission to act justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God, as we find in Micah 6.8. This harmonises beautifully with the mission statements Jesus gave first to the disciples, and then to the church as a whole : Luke 9.1f : Jesus said :  I give you power and authority over all demons, and to cure diseases and I send you to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 

Matthew 28.18-20 : All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, perpetually, uniformly, and on every occasion to the very end of the age.

With these words, the Lord is effectively sending us ahead of Him to the other side, and when we trust Him and have a heart to obey His word, it is His responsibility to make sure we get there safely, our mission complete. But negative words, words of fear and doubt, words of unbelief and what the godless world might calls reason, risk taking us off course and maybe even sinking our lives without trace.
This act of dedication today reminds us that we do have a call on our lives, and the One who called and commissioned us has also promised to equip and protect us as we fulfil that call. Let’s not talk ourselves out of our glorious destiny with foolish words – complaining, criticising, casting doubt on God’s promises. Whether or not we fulfil our God-given destiny is our call. No-one else can stop us, not even the devil himself. 

Only garbage between our ears reflected in garbage coming out our mouths has the power to prevent us achieving the wonderful purpose God sent us to this earth for. Let’s decide today to take the Lord at His Word, trust Him, and change the world as Jesus calls us. Can we do it? Like Bob the Builder, yes we can!

And to do that we are quite entitled to be bold in our approach to Jesus. Our Lord is always happy when His people aim high and expect much. In the story we read today, Peter was the only one with the guts to make a big demand on Jesus – and it was a big demand. It was physically and scientifically impossible for him to walk on top of the water. You don’t need a physics degree to know that – and if you don’t know it, I strongly advise you not to nip off to Spittal Beach this afternoon to prove me wrong!
Just for those few seconds, Peter had faith for the impossible, and as he took those few paces on top of the water, he knew that Jesus was fully honouring those steps of faith, steps of faith based on the command of Jesus in v.29 : Come. But all too soon the flesh took over. He looked around at the wind and the water, rather than fixing his eyes upon Jesus, and that was it. Peter was now desperately doing the brick stroke. Total focus on Jesus and on His Word : Come! was the key to the miracle. It still is. 
The key to our breakthrough is to tune out of the negative discouraging voices of our circumstances, whether that be the chilling doctor’s report, the horrendous car repair bill, the credit card statement that shows you owe more than you earn in a year ; whether it be the news bulletins or the gloom-laden conversations with colleagues or friends over coffee ; whether it be the devil himself sitting on your shoulder nipping your ear with his lies – tune all that trash out and tune in to the Word of promise.

If anyone here is not content with life as you’re presently experiencing it, whatever age you are, make a big demand on the Lord. Now, before you present a shopping list – a Euromillions jackpot, a villa and yacht in Monaco, trading in your spouse for a newer and sportier model, and so on – let me quickly qualify that by saying that you are entitled to ask for anything promised in the Word of God.

I encouraged you a few weeks ago to go and dig for treasure in the Word and I know you will still have that big list of scriptures on your fridge door to get you started. You find a promise in the Word that meets your need, you find someone to agree with you on it, you present that promise to the Father, in the name of Jesus and, according to Matthew 18.19, it will be done for you. Settled. Sorted.

Now, your circumstances will continue to shout down your ear that you haven’t got your prayer answered. The devil will try to get your old aches and pains to tell you that you’ve not been healed. The devil will make sure the credit card company calls you every night at tea-time to remind you of the outstanding balance. 

Circumstances will try to discourage you – but you keep your focus on what Jesus has done for you, on all his promises to you, on the cross where He paid the price to deliver on those promises. Remember what Jesus said in John 16.23f : I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, that My Father will grant you whatever you ask in My Name [as presenting all that I AM].  Up to this time you have not asked a [single] thing in My Name [as presenting all that I AM]; but now ask and keep on asking and you will receive, so that your joy (gladness, delight) may be full and complete.
Today, in this act of Dedication, as a Guild, as a congregation, as individuals, let’s make the big decision to tune out the trash of the world, and tune in to the blessings of the Word. And you will find your spiritual cheque is in the post. 
I hope this message has encouraged you today. I’d like to close by speaking a special blessing and anointing over our Guild, based here at Ancrum, though with a warm welcome to guests from Crailing, Eckford, Lilliesleaf and beyond. The Guild already is ahead of the game on much of what I’ve said this morning. Locally and nationally they believe in leading from the front. You can read more about that in the leaflet. 

Let us pray that the ladies of the Guild will enjoy the rich promises of God, His gift of shalom, nothing missing, nothing broken, spirit, soul and body, as they continue to proclaim the Lordship of Jesus Christ in worship, fellowship and service. We honour you, as together we honour our Saviour Jesus. 






