Sunday 11 December 2011 : Isaiah 55 : 6-13 

    6  Seek the LORD while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 

    7 Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 

   8  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 

    9 As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

    10 As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 

    11 so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

    12 You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands. 

    13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tree, and instead of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be for the LORD's renown, for an everlasting sign, which will not be destroyed.

SERMON

As we continue our Advent preparation this week, we stay with Isaiah 55, and we see in vs. 8-9 : For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. These verses remind us of something absolutely vital to leading the life of a victorious believer on a daily basis.
Whilst the most important single thing we all have to do is to follow the command of Jesus to be born again, and there really is no way of enjoying the life that God gives us without being born again into the family of God, the next most important step we have to take is to get our thinking sorted out. There are far too many Christians who are on their way to heaven but are making no impact here on earth for the Kingdom because they have never got out of spiritual nappies in terms of their thought life.

When we are born again, in accordance with the command of Jesus in John 3 – and, by the way, that’s not an isolated text, the new birth is also the dominant theme of, for example, 1 Peter – but, anyway, when we’re born again, it is as spiritual babies, with no experience of nor maturity in spiritual things. And that’s absolutely fine! 

When we were born in the natural sense, no-one expected us to be able to speak good English or do joined-up writing or drive a car or solve sudoku puzzles as soon as we drew our first breath. Or at least I hope not! There was a growing-up process, a time for learning life skills, maturing as individuals, gradually moving toward the finished article as human beings. Formal education, parental nurture, the university of life, and sometimes the school of hard knocks all played a part in that ongoing development.
But whilst it’s regarded as acceptable for tiny babies to cry their lungs out to get their own way, that sort of behaviour gets a trifle wearing when it comes from people in their 30’s and 40’s … and so on. By the time you reach our age, you ought to be able to fasten your own shirt buttons and take a degree of personal responsibility. To act like a baby is OK when you genuinely are a baby, but not when you’re supposed to be a grown-up. Now I’m sorry if that comes as a traumatic revelation to anyone!!
The same is true in the spiritual realm. When we were born again, it was purely by the grace of God, and in many cases it happened when our life was a complete and utter disaster area. There was nowhere else for us to go and so we cried out to God in desperation, that wonderfully simple and effective prayer : God, HELP!!

And at that precise moment, God – who had been trying to nudge us gently toward Him perhaps for many years, released into our hearts the wonderful knowledge that He loved us, that His Son Jesus had already forgiven us for all our serial botch-ups, that we were, after all, His precious and dearly-loved children, counted as righteous because of the shed blood of Jesus. Our Spirit was completely and instantly renewed.

Oh, and by the way, if what I’m describing to you at the moment sounds as foreign as the instructions included with those cheap Christmas lights you got last week, today would be a very good day to say : Lord, I haven’t a clue what Frank is talking about, but it sounds good to me, and if Your Word says I need it to happen, then bring it on!  

At the point of being born again, our spirit was made new, but our soul and body – remember we are, the Bible says in 1 Thessalonians 5.23, a three-part being, just like God in whose likeness we were created is a three-part being – our soul and body need time to catch up. That’s the growth process, the pilgrimage of discipleship – after all, the word disciple simply means learner. And the key to it is renewal of the mind.

Romans 12.2 [Amplified] : Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you].
Whether or not we are aware of it, our minds have all been programmed by the world – the external superficial customs of this society at this time in history. And a great deal of what we have absorbed is godless garbage. The inevitability of catastrophic climate change has been battered into our heads. The same with economic recession on an unprecented scale, drug-resistant superbugs and pandemics that will wipe us all out if a wayward meteor doesn’t do it first. And we meekly absorb all this bad news, without question, even if most of it has, at best, a casual acquaintance with hard fact.

Our brain soaks up the world’s bad news like a sponge, and so when the good news of the gospel of Jesus Christ is presented to us, we can’t handle it. Even though our spirit, the essential life-force within us, is completely in tune with God, our thinking isn’t. Even though we would say we were born-again Christians, saved by the grace of God through the blood of Jesus, we struggle to believe the Word of God that the same Jesus taught and practised – or we believe it was true then but not now.

The prophet saw it coming. Isaiah 55:8-9 : For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. And in Isaiah’s own day, that’s just the way it was, but it doesn’t have to be that way for us – because Jesus came. The Word made flesh, the second Adam. The prototype for Humanity Mk.2, now with the supernatural capacity to see things God’s way, because as He is, so are we in this world – as we read in 1 John 4.17.

Now that identity with Jesus seems like a very tall order, but it is already the case in our spirit, and as we go on in discipleship, renewing our mind, ripping out the rubbish the world has planted there over many years, replacing it with the good seed of the Word of God , so our thinking will change, and we will have the mind of Christ, as it says in 1 Corinthians 2.16 and Philippians 2.5.

We will no longer think of ourselves as guilt-ridden worthless sinners but instead as the redeemed of the Lord ; a new covenant people of blood-bought joint-heirs of the Kingdom with Jesus ; enjoying right standing with Father God, and victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil ; walking daily in God’s declared will for us to prosper and enjoy health and wholeness in every part of our being.
The same Bible that speaks of the need for us to be born again also teaches all these wonderful promises, and as we get into the Word, we gain revelation knowledge – yes, there it is again – and our minds and renewed in the likeness of Christ. For as a man thinks in his heart, so is he – Proverbs 23.7 – in other words, the only thing that stops your life rising as high as God wants to bring you is the limitation you slap on yourself by your own thoughts. Don’t be the glass ceiling on your own success.

All right, let’s turn quickly to the following verses :  As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth. It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
Sorry for mentioning the s-word in that passage, but there it is! In these verses we find one of the great promises of scripture. God’s Word will not return to him empty but will accomplish and achieve His purpose in speaking it. Now let’s build on that. Listen to Numbers 23.19, God is not a man, so he does not lie. He is not human, so he does not change his mind. Has he ever spoken and failed to act? Has he ever promised and not carried it through? So – whatever God promises, He delivers. OK?
Romans 8.1-2 : now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. And because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death. 2 Corinthians 5.17,21 : if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Christ we might become the righteousness of God.
Galatians 3.13-14 : Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree. He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 3 John 2 : I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul prospers.
Isaiah 54, 13,17 : All your children shall be taught by the LORD, and great shall be the peace of your children. No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against you in judgment you shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is from Me,” says the LORD.
1 Peter 2.24 : Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

I could go on and on throughout the Scripture pinging out these promises of God’s word, about your eternal destiny, your health, your prosperity, your relationships – all in the sure and certain knowledge that, if God has said it, He is committed to deliver on it. His Word has creative power : the Bible teaches that He spoke the universe into being – God said, and it was, and it was good. His Word is constant and trustworthy – as we read today : it will not return empty, but will achieve its purpose.
So, you may ask, why is my life still nowhere near as good as it ought to be? Why am I still in debt or in pain, or irritable or afraid? Why isn’t God’s Word working for me? Well, let me tell you first of all what the WRONG answer to that question would be. Assuming that you are born again and have made a decision to follow Jesus as Lord, it is NOT – NOT – because you are a sinner. Selah – pause and think about that.
If you are born again, the Word says that you are the righteousness of God in Christ, and that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, and that you have been redeemed from the curse of the Law. Whatever your past life might have been, whatever guff the devil keeps downloading in your ear, that old sinful person is dead and gone and you are born again into new life with Jesus Christ. Simple as. OK?
There may be many reasons why things don’t seem to be working, but the most likely answer is that you – and I – are still in the process of renewing our minds. Our spirit has been redeemed 100%, but our mind is still in transit from the ways and thoughts and attitudes of the world, to the ways and thoughts and attitudes of the Word. As we deal with the challenge of renewing our minds – as referred to in vs 6-9 – so we will see more and more of God’s promises being fulfilled in our lives as per vs. 10-13.
God in Christ has already done all that is required for us to walk in victory in this life, as it says in 1 John 4.17, 100% of the time – but we’re still growing up, maturing, on the way to laying down the childish carnal thoughts and feelings and attitudes we had before we were born again, thoughts and feelings and attitudes in line with this stupid world ; and learning new thoughts and feelings and attitudes in line with God’s word.

And today I urge you not to lose heart, not to lose sight of who and what you really are in Jesus Christ, not to get impatient with yourself because things aren’t moving as fast as you would like toward the sort of victorious life the Bible says we should all be leading. As Joyce Meyer keeps saying, we’re not where we ought to be, but thanks God we’re not where we used to be. Get in the Word, regularly, not just this hour on a Sunday, but regularly, preferably every day if that’s possible. Be determined that, sooner or later, you’re going to receive by faith all that Jesus died for you to enjoy. 
Remember all the blessings of Scripture are your heritage as a blood-bought child of God. It is God’s declared and irrevocable will and purpose for you and me to enjoy His best all the time. Let’s agree together that we won’t let a wobbly thought life, still affected by fear and doubt and insecurity, be the glass ceiling trapping us somewhere below that. Let’s encourage each other to stand in faith on His Word that never fails to achieve His purpose, and go steadily on toward developing the mind of Christ.
