ALE & TEVIOT UNITED CHURCH 
Ancrum & Lilliesleaf : 5 February 2012 
Welcome & Church News


Devotional Diaries

Guild : Averil Inglis : Guild Project in Holy Land

Tuesday Girls


Bible Study


Christian Aid Quiz Night Fri 17th : 7.30

Call to Worship : 
Set a guard over my mouth, O LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips.
[Psalm 141.3]

HYMN 157 : Sing of the Lord’s goodness
Children’s Talk  [as required] & Prayer

HYMN 774 : Jesus, name above all names [x3]

Lesson : 
Matthew 17 : 14-23  [p. 984] 

HYMN 31 : I waited patiently for God
Sermon

Offering, during which we sing

HYMN 506 : All I once held dear
Prayer

HYMN 682 : Go in grace and make disciples

The Blessing : The Lord bless you and keep you till we meet again. The Lord preserve you from disease, from accidents, from all kinds of evil. The Lord overwhelm you with His promised health and prosperity. The Lord surround your family with His love, joy, and peace. Receive the fullness of His grace, in Jesus’ Name

The Grace : said together

Matthew 17 : 14-23  [p. 984]
      14When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. 

    15 Lord, have mercy on my son, he said. He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. 

    16 I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him. 

    17 O unbelieving and perverse generation, Jesus replied, how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me. 

    18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was healed from that moment. 

    19 Then the disciples came to Jesus in private and asked, Why couldn't we drive it out? 

    20-21
   He replied, Because you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you. 

    22 When they came together in Galilee, he said to them, The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. 

    23 They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised to life. And the disciples were filled with grief.

SERMON

Today’s text is one of those we couldn’t really do justice to in one sitting – at least, not without risking the aroma of burning Sunday roasts throughout the parish – so today it’s a second helping of rich spiritual fare from this bit of Matthew 17, but first let’s quickly review some of the building blocks we cemented into place last time. 
We noted the delicate balance between faith and works, in that good deeds contribute precisely nothing to our salvation, but should flow freely from it. Hebrews 12.9 says that Jesus entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. Once, for all time, for all people, for all sin, past, present or future. The moment we truly put our faith in Jesus, we are forever forgiven and nothing can ever “unforgive” us, nor affect our right standing with God for eternity.
However, the very same love of God that reached out to us in Jesus and brought us the free and undeserved gift of new, abundant and eternal life should be the engine-room for that new life in action. Freely we have received that love, freely we are to give it, because, as we read in 1 John 4.17 : we are to be like Jesus in this world – that means full to the brim of His love, for God and for other people.

And we have a commission to carry on the work Jesus began. Ephesians 2 tells us that we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. We are saved from sin and guilt, and we are saved for Kingdom ministry, doing all we can to make the Lord’s Prayer come true : Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.

Not only has the faithful church, the born-again children of God, been given a job to do in living out the love of Jesus in action, but as Spirit-filled children of God, we’ve also been given the tools to do the job. As we read in Ephesians 1, if we truly believe in Jesus, we have been given the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honour at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.

So far, it’s been revision for those who heard last week’s message, and a quick update for anyone who missed it.  Now let’s get our teeth right into the meat of vs. 20 and 21. The disciples have asked Jesus why they hadn’t been able to help this lad who had an epileptic fit. His reply is typically honest : Because you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.
I’m pretty sure that wasn’t the response they had expected, and I’m also pretty sure it’s not something that most of us would expect thrown in our direction either. Shock to the system it may have been, but it does lay on the line the defining issue of making our life count for the Kingdom. Do we have that mustard seed of true faith? Take one step back. What IS that mustard seed of faith? Surely it is the conviction that God is good, all the time, consistently, and doesn’t blow hot and cold like humans do.

That’s what the Bible teaches. Hebrews 13.8 : Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever. 1 John 1.5 : God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. Revelation 22.17 : Is anyone thirsty? Come! All who will, come and drink freely of the Water of Life! Acts 10.34 : God shows no partiality and is no respecter of persons, God shows no favoritism. All these texts illustrate the wonderful truth that God’s will for all His children is always to bless us and actively seek the best for us, all the time.
Anything we see the Lord do to bless one of His people in the Scriptures, we know it is His declared and unchanging will and purpose to do for us – healing, deliverance, whatever. It’s back to that foundational principle, that building block of Christian life, we saw last week : 1 John 4.17 : our standing in the world is identical with Christ's.   As we receive revelation of that seemingly outrageous Biblical truth, a mustard seed of faith is planted in our heart and with it, as we shall see, mountain-moving power. 
I know that flies in the face of everything we’ve been taught, inside and outside church, for a lifetime. Yet it’s what Jesus says. Last week I left you with the closing thought that we need to forget all the stuff about our unworthiness and our smallness before the majesty of God and see ourselves as the Lord Himself sees us. Let me share a remarkable verse with you. Ephesians 2.6 : God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.  The Amplified Bible says : He raised us up together with Him and made us sit down together [giving us joint seating with Him]. God gives us seats in the heavenly directors’ box beside Jesus. Wow! 

And you know the story of the Prodigal Son, the sinner coming back to the Father’s house, tail between his legs, with a great big sob-story prepared about what a worm he was, and how he didn’t deserve anything but judgement, but could he please just come back as a humble slave and have a patch in the sawdust on the barn floor to sleep on. What did the Father do? He didn’t listen to any of that pious drivel. He didn’t want a servant – he’d enough servants already. He wanted his son back, and back to enjoy all the royal privileges that went with sonship, privileges that in sheer love and grace the Father wanted to pour out irrespective of deserving. That parable is about us!
Here, Jesus, colourful as ever in His choice of words, tells us that if we have faith the size of a mustard seed, and don’t let unbelief get in the way, we can move mountains. As he said it, he was probably pointing a real mountain. I don’t imagine there would be too many times you or I would be required to pray a prayer of faith to rearrange the topography, to shift Ruberslaw out the way. So what is Jesus really getting at here?
Well, we can all think of things we’d like to see out of the way. Poverty. Hunger. War. Disease. Terrorism. The horrifically low life expectancy, and obscenely high child mortality, affecting half the world’s population. The mustard-seed faith that Jesus talks about, that recognises the Bible as the revelation of God’s here-and-now plan for you and me to live our born-again lives, also recognises that the same mountain-moving power, given to the original group of the apostles, cascades through the generations of faith to us, as children of God and heirs of the same promises, to fulfil that plan. 
That mustard seed faith enables us, as royal sons and daughters, to live extremely, radically, fearlessly and shamelessly in this fallen world by His life-changing love and power – and change that world. So how do we get started? It’s a big job, and I think we need to exercise a degree of patience. Jesus does. He doen’t necessarily expect us to shift at a single step from where we are in our walk with God right now to solving world hunger by 5.pm today. It’s OK to change the world one person at a time.
Start with things in our own life and in the lives of the people around us that might as well be mountains, that have up to now proved as immovable as Ruberslaw, but that urgently need dealt with. That chronic illness that leaves us with a mountain to climb just to get through each day. That mountainous credit card bill that never seems to diminish. These are mountains that we most definitely need to move.

According to the words of Jesus here, if we have faith the size of a mustard seed, we are empowered to do it. Nothing shall be impossible to us. And it’s as we start winning the smaller individual battles that two things happen. We are encouraged, our mustard seed faith is nurtured and grows, ready for bigger battles – and, because we are seeing these victories, people round about us notice and will start asking us to pray with them Dynamic faith, as we grow into symbols and sources of God’s Kingdom blessing.

What does Jesus identify as the key to moving mountains? Words of faith. We noted last week that we’re bombarded with negative words, day in, day out, about everything from the economic situation to the end of the world. Those words of fear and unbelief, opposed to the Word of God, are the devil’s weapons to drive fear into the hearts of men and women, to discourage and disable people’s lives. If there’s one thing we as children of God don’t need to do, it’s add to that torrent of verbal incontinence. 

One of the first things we must learn if we are to be faithful and effective in the place of grace we enjoy as royal sons and daughters is to watch carefully what we’re saying, especially about ourselves. Psalm 141.3 : Set a guard over my mouth, O LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips. Proverbs 13.3 : Whoever guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks rashly will come to ruin. We need to speak words of faith, words in line with the Scriptures spoken out calmly in the name of Jesus, trusting Him to be true His promises, are God’s weapons to move mountains, to set His people free. 

Listen to the parallel version of our text in Mark 11.23ff. I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.
Let’s stop, right now, talking ourselves down, talking about what we aren’t good at, what we don’t have, what we can’t do. Those are what Jesus calls idle words that will derail our life if we don’t stop. I wonder if the disciples faced with that epileptic boy tried two or three times and then started – this is too hard. We can’t do it.  How often have we shot ourselves in the foot with words of unbelief?

If we whinge about our aches and pains, rabbit on about how we’re always broke, bore for Scotland about how so-and-so has hurt us and how unfair it is, we just plant unbelief in our hearts and make it a real uphill struggle to change our situation. But if we talk faith, talk love, talk the Word, we encourage ourselves, build ourselves up, prepare ourselves to move those mountains and go forward in victory. Words of faith, good confessions, switch our focus from our problem to God’s promise.
Jesus tells us – in effect – you will have what you say. Far too many of us still get that the wrong way round. We say what we have. I’ve got a cold coming on, and it’ll go into my chest for weeks. Stop! Rewind and delete. Don’t talk that trash over yourself. You will have what you say. I may not be feeling 100% right now, but the Bible says that by the wounds of Jesus I have been healed and very soon I’ll be absolutely fine.

Don’t kick the bathroom scales and moan : I’ll never lose that weight I put on over Christmas. I’m like a beached whale. NO!! Instead you say according to Psalm 103: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, praise his Holy name, for He satisfies my mouth with good things, so that my youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
Don’t say, like I used to : money talks, but all it ever says to me in cheerio! Speak out in line with 2 Corinthians 9.8 : God is able to make all grace, every favour and earthly blessing, come to me in abundance, so that I may always and under all circumstances and whatever the need be self-sufficient, possessing enough to require no aid or support, and furnished in abundance for every good work and charitable donation.
Don’t fret about how your family have gone off the rails, don’t go to church, are in relationship with the wrong people. You have the power of your tongue to bring about change. Psalm 103.20 : the love of the Lord remains forever with us who revere and honour him. His salvation extends to our children’s children. Isaiah 54 : I will teach all your children, says the Lord, and they will enjoy great peace and prosperity. Jeremiah 31 : There is hope for your future, says the Lord. Your children will come back to you from the distant land of the enemy. We know that one works a treat!

You will have what you say. You may not believe that, but trust me, it’s already working in your life right now – one way or another. Make sure that spiritual principle is working for you, not against you. Don’t talk yourself down with silly words. Speak out over yourself and the people you care for only what God speaks out in His Word, and soon you’ll start to see those mountains dissolve and disappear – not just in your own life, but in the lives of those around you. God has made you more than a conqueror in Christ, and your faith-filled words are a powerful weapon. If you have a mustard seed of faith, you can move mountains by words of faith. Jesus promised. 

