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TIMES OF SUNDAY SERVICES : April to July 2012

ANCRUM  
Every Sunday, 10.am except 15 April, 15 July 



20 May : Communion, 10.am & 6.30.pm [with Healing]




24 June : Prizegiving & All-age communion, 10.am
LILLIESLEAF  
Every Sunday, 11.30.am except 15 Apr, 24 Jun, 15 Jul 




20 May : Communion, 11.30.am [no evening service]

CRAILING 
10.30.am : 22 Apr ; 13 & 27 May ; 10 Jun ; 8 & 22 Jul 

6.30.pm : 1 & 8 Apr ; 6 May ; 3 & 24 Jun [none in July]

 


27 May : Communion, 10.30.am [no evening service]

ECKFORD 
15 April : Annual Meeting, Village Hall, 10.30.am
United Outdoor Service : with 42nd Dundee Boys Brigade
Ancrum Football Club : Sunday 15 July : 10.am

Any changes will be notified in weekly Church News
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We enjoy TV quiz shows, and round about tea-time we like to watch “Pointless”, where the winning strategy is to discover the most obscure correct answer to a question. If your answer is right, and no-one else in a survey of 100 people gave the same one, you could win the jackpot. 

If, for example, the question is : name a breed of dog : you might play safe and give an obvious answer : collie, corgi, spaniel. However, lots of people will say the same, so you’re unlikely to win. If, however, you try to be too clever, and give a wrong answer, you’re out of the game. 

But if you say : affenpinscher, or lapponian herder, breeds of dog that no-one else in the game has heard of, you’re likely to win a tasty little cash prize! With me so far? Good!

Okaaay, but what’s this got to do with Easter? … you may be thinking. 

Well, here’s a question. It’s a Biblical one, from the lips of Jesus. You’ll find it in Matthew 16, Mark 8 and Luke 9 – Who do people say I am?
The disciples had been doing their homework. They’d been listening to what people said about Jesus. They’d heard the easy, popular answers – Some say John the Baptist ; others say Elijah ; still others, Jeremiah, or one of the other ancient prophets risen from the dead.
For a moment, Jesus nodded sagely, without comment. Then came the really telling question, addressed this time to the 12 disciples. Who do YOU say I am? A heavy, uncomfortable silence hung in the air until, at last, Peter answered : You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.
This was an outrageous confession for Peter to make! It was certainly not one anyone else had made. In terms of our game show, this would have been a “pointless” answer … yet, the truth is, it’s the only answer to the question that ISN’T – in a real sense – pointless!

Ask 100 people in the street anywhere in Britain today what they think of Jesus, and you’ll get all sorts of answers – a good man, a kind man, a great teacher, a great religious figure, and so on.

However, in terms of making sense of the complex and often messy business that is life in the modern world, all those answers – however popular – are completely and utterly … pointless!

Not only that, had Jesus been nothing but “a good man, a kind man, a great teacher, a great religious figure” – but, in view of what happened to Him in Jerusalem on a spring day 2,000 years ago, a dead man – then His entire life on this earth would have been … pointless!

Paul, a late and very reluctant convert to Jesus, would go on to write :  If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith ; And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still guilty of your sins. Our lives would then be … pointless!

Thank God that, as Paul continues : Christ has been raised from the dead. He is the first of a great harvest of all who have died. Jesus was, as Peter correctly identified, the Messiah, the Son of the living God.

But what was truly revolutionary about Jesus was that He, the Son of God, came to pay the price for all our botch-ups. Just as Isaiah had foreseen, several hundred years beforehand : he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities ; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.

Jesus died on a cross, not the latest in the long line of heroic failures, but a one-off blood sacrifice to cancel for all believers, for all time, the curse of human disobedience ; to restore you and me our original place at God’s right hand as His precious, royal sons and daughters ; and to allow us enjoy The Blessing mankind was always intended to walk in.

Jesus died for in our place – and then rose from the dead, the first of a great harvest of all who have died. Because of Jesus, the astonishing truth is that you and I need fear death no longer. We are enabled to enjoy life, in abundance, to the full, till it overflows, forever [John 10.10]
We are empowered to prosper and enjoy health – spirit, soul and body [3 John 2]. We are to be like Jesus in this world [1 John 4.17] ; to go about healing the sick and doing good just as He did, and in the power and authority He had [Acts 10.38, John 14.12].

This is what Easter truly means : out with the old – pointless! – existing from day to day and from month to month, constantly haunted by fears and insecurities, subject to the recessions and epidemics of this fallen world … and good riddance to all that stuff …

And in with the new – new life in Jesus, a life of power and purpose, joy and peace, health and prosperity and fulfilment, all to enjoy and to share. In and with Jesus, living that Easter resurrection faith, you and I are world-changers ; no longer part of the world’s problem through selfishness but now part of God’s answer to that problem through love.
You can have all that. And be all that. And do all that. How?

Just believe and receive. Believe, like Peter, that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living God, who at Easter died for you, and rose again for you, and now longs to live within you. 
Receive by faith all that He has done for you in love and grace, as you see in the Bible, and let Him change you from the inside out. 
You will never have another “pointless” day in your life! 
With love this joyful Eastertide, 
Alexis & Frank

Easter Egg-stras?

Although we have our own programme of Easter events, as set out on the back page, at Ale & Teviot, you may be interested in additional celebrations organised by other local churches.

For the more energetic among us [!], the Cheviot Churches have their annual Palm Sunday Walk, beginning with breakfast at Hownam Hall at 8.30.am. A programme of walking, worshipping and much-needed sustenance proceeds via Morebattle Institute for coffee at 10.15.am, a service at Linton at 11.15.am followed by lunch in Linton Barn Hall, and a service at Hoselaw at 3.30.pm, finishing at Yetholm Kirk for tea at 5.30.pm followed by an evening service. You can drop in or out at any point on the route. More details : www.cheviotchurches.org.

Also, during Holy Week, there is a Time of Reflection at 10.am every morning [Monday to Friday] in Jedburgh Old & Trinity. On Good Friday, there is a “Walk of Witness” organised by Jedburgh Churches Together, leaving from Jedburgh Old & Trinity at 10.45.am.
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Little John the Baptist

Johnny's mother looked out the window and noticed him "playing church" with their cat. He had the cat sitting quietly and he was preaching to it. She smiled and went about her work. 
A while later she heard loud meowing and hissing and ran back to the open window to see Johnny baptizing the cat in a tub of water!

She called out, "Johnny, stop that! The cat is afraid of water!"

Johnny looked up at her and said, "He should have thought about that before he joined my church!"
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Modern, Reportage Wedding Photography

Our membership of the Wedding Photojournalist Association is your guarantee that we will provide you with a beautiful story of your special day, including all the laughter, tears, joy and excitement

Stunning Coffee Table Books

Luxurious, Custom-made Wedding Story Books

DVD Options
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Portrait, Event and Commercial Photography

We plan and discuss every detail of the shoot and the final product with you to make sure that you get exactly what you want from our service.  Our Mobile Studio means that we can shoot almost anywhere and at a time that suits you.

Contact us today to start creating a beautiful, timeless record of your big day.

www.rgbphotography.co.uk
0845 0945 981

12 The Glebe

Ancrum
	Lilliardsedge Holiday Park 

and Golf Course
TEL  :  01835 830271 or 01835 830263
Golf Club Membership now available

Daily Pay and Play

Superb Greens

Golf Parties Welcome

Golf Course eminently suitable for seniors

Caravans for sale (on and off site)

Caravans for hire.



	Graham Macdonald [Ancrum] Ltd

The Old Smithy, Ancrum, Jedburgh, TD8 6XH

Tel / Fax : 01835-830394

****

Painting & Decorating

Ceramic wall and floor tiling

AMES taping

Spray painting


Our Historical Heritage

In 2011 an excellent little book was published : The Village Kirks of the Scottish Borders, by James Denham. James kindly consented to allow edited extracts to be printed in the GOOD NEWS. You can buy a copy of the book from James at : 24 St. John Street, Galashiels, TD1 3JX

If ever one set out to design the perfect country village with all the right ingredients, then Ancrum would be a major contender to act as the model. It is all an elegant village should be, and more. There are many fine houses in the village as a whole joining those facing the village green ; they are not particularly old buildings but they do give Ancrum a feel of antiquity, an inspiring, timeless permanence. 

The green is graced by a 13th century cross and the War Memorial while the church sits within whispering distance. Ancrum was originally known as Alnecrom signifying a crook or loop in the nearby Alne (Ale) Water. There are many man-made caves along the river including Thomson's cave, said to be used by James Thomson, author of The Seasons and the lyrics of Rule Brittania. These were created as hiding places during the many reiver raids in the area.

In February 1545, a battle was fought at Ancrum Moor between the forces of Scotland and the marauding armies of Henry VIII. Henry's forces were commanded by Sir Ralph Evers while the Scots were led by George Leslie, Earl of Rothes. with further forces under the command of Scott of Buccleuch and the Earls of Angus and Arran. 

The result was a rare victory for the Scots when they surprised and outmanoeuvred the retreating English, who lost over 800 men including two generals. However, in September 1545, the English army gained revenge by laying waste to everything in Anceram, both Over and Neyther. Nonetheless, south-east Scotland had enjoyed some breathing space, even if only for seven months. 

A legend emanating from the battle is of a lady known as Maid Lilliard who fought alongside the men and is said to have slain one of the English generals before being taken down by a lance and died, being buried where she lay. A monument marks her heroism and reputed place of death. The stone bears the inscription :

Fair Maiden Lilliard lies under this stane; 

Little was her stature but great was her fame; 

Upon the English loons, she laid many thumps;

And when her legs were cuttid off, she fought on her stumps.

High above the battlefield on Gersit Law, just west of the A68, is the architecturally supreme Monteath Douglas Mausoleum. Sir Thomas Monteath Douglas was an officer of the East lndia Company and served for many years in lndia particularly during the Afghan Wars. He was born Thomas Monteath but added Douglas when he inherited Douglas lands from his paternal grandmother's sister.
Ancrum Parish is a place of antiquity, mentioned as Nether Ancrum during the reign of David I when a religious house was founded, reputed to be on the site of the old church, less than a mile to the west of the village. It's thought a preceptory of the Knights of Malta also existed in the vicinity who administered a holy 'spittal' (hospital). 
Apart from the old church, the Bishop of Glasgow erected a chapel attended by at least one chaplain, indeed many charters were given by the bishops of Glasgow over the centuries with reference to their prebend at Alnecrom. 1n 1296, local parson, John of Coneueth swore fealty to King Edward at Berwick. ln 1352, Edward III of England 'took' the church and presented Roger de Bromley as the new vicar. 
Bishop John of Glasgow ordered the prebendary of Anecrom to raise the vicar's stipend from 10 to 11 merks while later, the first minister's stipend was 40 merks with his reader being granted 20 Scots pounds.
Many ancient forts, camps and earthworks have been uncovered in an area which was keenly contested over the centuries. British tribes populated the hills and Castle Hill was probably the biggest single settlement before the Romans arrived. They too were active at Ancrum. In time more peoples arrived, searching for a more desirable place to live or simply coming for the sake of wanton destruction.  First the Saxons, then Danes came and burnt a few towers before the combined Scots and Picts came and left their marks.

The present village is in what used to be Nether Ancrum. In the other part of the village on the other side of the Ale Water, Over Ancrum, many dwellings existed, dotted around Ker's 16th century castle. 
The castle has long since gone but was replaced by Ancrum House, later home to Sir William Scott and situated near the spot where the Archbishop of Glasgow's medieval summer palace once stood. The house was totally destroyed by fire in 1873 before being rebuilt in the Scottish Baronial style. [It has since, again, been razed to the ground.]

The old church is thought to have begun life in 1136 as a monastic house in the archdeanery of Teviotdale in the see of Glasgow and was founded in the reign of David I. That situation existed until the Reformation in 1560. The first minister in the newly reformed kirk was James Thornton who held the charge from 1560 until 1569 and was described as the parson and vicar. The most celebrated minister at Ancrum is the Rev. John Livingston who came to the charge in 1648. 
He was to be a member of the commission who travelled to Holland to make arrangements for the king, Charles II, to return and be crowned King of Scots during his time of exile from England. No sooner was the king restored to the throne of England, after ten years under Cromwell, than he introduced Anglican prayer books to the church in Scotland. 
John Livingston was one of the many ministers who refused to adhere to the king's command and, for his 'dissention', was banished to Holland where he died some years later at the age of 69, a hero to the cause of the Scottish Kirk. 
His son Robert, born in Ancrum, emigrated to America where he became a wealthy fur trader before entering politics, later serving as secretary for Indian affairs. He built and expanded Livingston Manor, a huge estate in Columbia and Dutchess County. His son Robert, became Mayor of Albany in New York State and is an ancestor of many illustrious Americans including the two Bush Presidents.

The old kirk's days came to an end in 1762 when the roof gave way and a new church was opened but the Burgerhuys bell of 1618 was transferred to the second church. It survived only 128 years before being abandoned for the present kirk though the old kirk still makes a very impressive ruin in the shadow of Castle Hill. As a note of interest Beatrix Potter's brother, Bertram, is buried in the old churchyard.

A further extract will appear in the next edition.
	P & S DORRICOTT

Ironmongers, Fancy Goods and Garden Sundries

53 High Street, Jedburgh. 

Tel : 01835-862423

Raleigh Cycles now available

 You’ll be amazed at our range, low prices & unbeatable service!

	Woodside Walled Garden & Café
Your local independent plant centre & café based in a lovely old walled garden which formerly served Monteviot House.

Situated just off the A68 near Ancrum, on the road to Nisbet, 200 yards beyond Harestanes Visitor Centre.

Café serving fresh food and snacks prepared on the premises using locally-sourced produce.

Now under new management : Stephen & Emma Emmerson

Open : 10am to 5pm Daily           Telephone : 01835 830315

Website : www.woodsidegarden.co.uk

VisitScotland 4-star Visitor Attraction



	Daisychains Garden & Home

Love your garden? Too tired or busy?

For a professional, reliable service call Susan
07707 872128 or susanheard1@hotmail.co.uk
Also available for ironing, dog walking and housework


Round and About
As you may have seen on the BBC Scotland news, Crailing, Eckford & Nisbet Community Council have adopted the red telephone boxes in those districts and are turning them into local amenities, for example, to share and swap magazines & newspapers. If you have any magazines you’re finished with, please pass them on to Sheila Campbell, Teviot Folds, Eckford [tel : 850219]. The photograph shows John Lamont MSP performing the opening ceremony at Eckford. For more pictures go to : http://onlineborders.org.uk/community/cennews
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Junior Church

It’s great to see Elaine back with us, and keeping so much better!        A reminder that all children are warmly welcomed to join us on Sunday mornings at 10.am at Ancrum Church.  There will be a Junior Church for the over 3 year olds and a crèche if required for the under 3's. 

At Lilliesleaf, it is intended that there be a Sunday School on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. Many thanks to Dorothy Cain for her great contribution to the work among young people for over 20 years – and we trust Dorothy and David enjoy their new home in Ancrum! 
From The Glebe to the Bishop’s Palace!

[image: image11.wmf] 

The Very Rev Dr John Armes, who for some years had a holiday house in The Glebe, and worshipped with us from time to time in Ancrum Kirk, has been elected by the Scottish Episcopal Church as the Bishop of Edinburgh. 
John, 57, was ordained in 1980 and had ministries in Cumbria and Manchester before becoming Rector of St John the Evangelist Church, Princes Street, Edinburgh, in 1998.  John and Clare have four grown-up children. We pray God’s richest blessing upon John and his family in these new responsibilities.
[image: image12.wmf]The Guild meets on the first Monday of the winter months at 2.pm in the Church Meeting Room at Ancrum. We have about 13 members who come regularly, and we are always glad to welcome new ones. We emphasise that the Guild is open to men as well as women! The new General Secretary is a gentleman, Iain Whyte!   So, men – what are you waiting for?  

We are in the last year of the current national 3-year Guild Strategy ‘What does the Lord require of you?’  To act justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God – Micah 6.8.  We recently watched a DVD of the Guild national meeting in Dundee. Rev Joel Edwards, International Director for Micah Challenge, a global Christian response to extreme poverty, spoke powerfully on Following with Humility

It is encouraging to be reminded that there are thousands of men and women who belong to The Church of Scotland Guild coming from all parts of the country.  Please remember the work of The Guild in your prayers – come and join us!  [with thanks to Joan Hodges]
 

Ancrum Church Sunday Refreshments

[image: image13.wmf]
Sunday by Sunday, two members of the 16 strong team serve refreshments after morning worship at Ancrum.  There is no charge made, but folk are kind enough to give donations which are used to cover the cost of supplies. So far, at the end of each financial year, there has been spare cash.  In February 2012, we sent another £84 to Christian Aid for Food Relief in East Africa making the total sent altogether £234.80.  
During 2011, we also purchased coat hooks (on the wall behind the door) and another notice board for the Meeting Room, so a great big “thank you!” to all who have contributed.  I think it fair to say that all who attend would agree that it is a good opportunity to enjoy fellowship with one another.   [thanks again to Joan Hodges]
.
***
Family history researchers … will be interested to know that centuries of local church records, including Kirk Sessions and Presbyteries, formerly held at the National Archives of Scotland in Edinburgh, have been returned to the Borders and are now at the Heritage Hub, situated in the “Heart of Hawick” premises at the west end of Hawick High Street. These are available both as hard copy and in digital form. This will be also be a huge help for school projects.

Contact Rachel Hosker, Archive Manager, Heritage Hub, Hawick.

Telephone : 01450 360683. E-mail : archives@scotborders.gov.uk
Web : http://www.heartofhawick.co.uk/heritagehub/
***

The Church of Scotland’s magazine “Life and Work” is available in each of our church buildings for anyone to take away for a leisurely read at home, and then to pass on to anyone else. Also available, free of charge, for you are regular newsletters from various anointed ministries worldwide including Joyce Meyer, Creflo Dollar, Kenneth Copeland, Andrew Wommack and Joseph Prince. Enjoy!

Ale & Teviot United Church : Summary of Accounts 2011
	Income
	Offerings and donations
	33,668

	
	Tax recovered on gift aid
	6,532

	
	Legacies
	1,000

	
	Use of church premises
	1,154

	
	Investment income
	799

	
	Fund-raising etc
	5,679

	
	Other income
	498

	
	TOTAL
	49,330


	Expenditure
	Ministries & Mission
	30,228

	
	Ministry expenses
	8,855

	
	Pulpit supply 
	1,430

	
	Office expenses
	7,373

	
	Building improvements and repairs
	22,872

	
	Other building costs
	6,220

	
	Professional fees etc
	1,930

	
	Other expenses
	7,090

	
	TOTAL
	85,998

	
	
	

	Overall DEFICIT for year
	36,668

	
	
	

	Balance of funds at year end
	29,083


The full version of the Trustees Report and Accounts can be uplifted at the church door, or viewed online : www.aleandteviot.org.uk
Church Annual Meeting

Once again we have our Annual Congregational Meeting in Eckford Village Hall, on Sunday 15 April at 10.30.am. Please come along and share your views on how we can take forward the work of God’s Kingdom in our own communities. At the end of the meeting, we will have a time of fellowship when tea, coffee and home baking may be enjoyed, and an offering will be taken for the Kirk’s HIV / AIDS Project. 

We’d love to see you!

Recognising that the Kirk, like any other organisation – or, indeed, any household – has to contend with rising costs, the Church of Scotland has urged all congregations to undertake a Stewardship Programme. As you will see from the brief summary of the accounts, Ale & Teviot United Church also has a challenge to face. 

Your Kirk Session believes, however, that the focus of this programme should not be on trying to extract more money from an already faithful, committed core of Kirk attenders, but rather to extend a particularly warm welcome to other members of our community to join with us in the task of bringing the Good News of new life in Jesus to a nation – and indeed a world – that is sorely in need of good news! 

Welcome back …

During 2012 we, as a congregation, are hoping to reconnect with a fairly substantial group of people who once made a profession of faith and joined the church but, for whatever reason, have been away from church for some time. If that happens to apply to you, we would ask you not to be frightened or embarrassed to come back into our midst.

Far from it – we assure you of an especially cordial welcome. Indeed, the theme of our communion services in May will be “Welcome Back!” and we trust that many of you will find your way back and renew “auld acquaintance” with friends and neighbours in the Kirk. We hope you will find that church has changed for the better since your last visit!

As regards the Kirk buildings themselves, we have invested heavily in more comfortable seating, improved heating and sound systems. Not only that, but we trust you find the services are more informal, more contemporary [and, dare we say, shorter!!] than you might remember! 

Bring a friend this weekend …

We will also be encouraging regular churchgoers to invite friends or family members who wouldn’t normally go to church to come along with them on certain Sundays, especially round about the big events on the Christian calendar such as Easter or Christmas. Please don’t be frightened if someone asks you along! You’ll be made welcome!

What we’re about …

Well, for a start, let me reassure you what we’re NOT about! We don’t “do” hellfire and damnation, or oppressive thou-shalt-not’s! That’s the opposite of what our faith in Jesus means! Rather, our message is the life-changing power of God’s love in Jesus, who accepts us just as we are, but works in us by His Spirit to make us ever more like Him.

As a congregation, we are committed to help you, as Jesus said, to “enjoy life, in abundance, to the full, till it overflows” [John 10.10], and to enable and equip you to walk in victory in every area of your life – health of spirit, soul and body ; joy and peace beyond mere human understanding ; fulfilment in godly relationships ; prosperity and generosity in material terms. We want you to share THE BLESSING!

Why not give us another chance? We’d love to see you!
Stand on every promise of His Word!
When you believe in Jesus from the heart, and confess that faith with your mouth [Romans 10.9], you receive the total forgiveness Jesus has already bought and paid for at the cross. You are empowered by His grace to clean your act up [Hebrews 9.14]. You are set free forever from all guilt and condemnation [Romans 8.1]. You become a child of God [Romans 8.16] ; reconciled to the Father [Colossians 1.22] ; and a joint heir of the Kingdom with Jesus [Romans 8.17].

You are washed, sanctified, justified in the Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of God [1 Corinthians 6.11]. You can have every disease of your body healed [1 Peter 2.24] ; your youth renewed like the eagle [Psalm 103.5]. You can walk in victory over all the world and the devil can throw at you [Romans 8.37]. You have the Spirit of the living God inside you, directing your life [1 Corinthians 6.19].                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

You become like Jesus [1 John 4.17] ; enabled to think like Jesus      [1 Corinthians 2.16]. You have an awesome purpose in life [Ephesians 2.8] ; part of a new generation of God’s children commissioned to set this world free from the mess it’s in. [Romans 8.18ff]. You will do the same things Jesus did when He was on earth [John 14.12], in the same power and authority God used when He raised Jesus from the dead – [Ephesians 1.20]. THIS IS WHAT TRUE CHRISTIANITY IS! 
Interesting factoids [sent by Ken Fotheringham]
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If you put a buzzard in a pen, 6 feet by 8 feet and entirely open at the top, the bird, in spite of its ability to fly, will be a prisoner.   A buzzard always begins a flight from the ground with a run of 10 to 12 feet. Without space to run, it won’t even attempt to fly, but will remain a prisoner for life in a small jail with no top.
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The bat, though a remarkably nimble creature in the air, can’t take off from a level place. If it is placed on the floor or on flat ground, it will shuffle about awkwardly until it reaches some slight elevation from which it can throw itself into the air. Then, at once, it takes off like a flash.
[image: image16.wmf]





A bumblebee, if dropped into an open tumbler, will be there till it dies, unless it is taken out.      It never sees the means of escape at the top, but persists in trying to find a way out through the sides near the bottom. It will seek a way where none exists, until it gives up altogether.
Often, people behave like the buzzard, the bat, and the bumblebee. We struggle with all our problems and frustrations, never realizing that all we have to do is look up! That's the answer, the escape route, the solution to any problem! Just look up! Sorrow looks back, worry looks around, but faith looks up! Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you. [Jeremiah 32.17]

Gas Safety Checks : are you entitled to a free one?

£134 million worth of potentially life-saving gas safety checks offered free by the energy suppliers go unclaimed every year, as far too many people are killed by the effects of cold every winter, according to research carried out for Gas Safe Register, which found that 88% of elderly homeowners have never claimed a free gas safety check.

Latest official ONS statistics show that 25,700 died from cold-related illnesses in the UK in 2010. Gas Safe Register is urging people, particularly the elderly, to take advantage of free gas safety checks if they are eligible and ensure they have well-maintained and safe gas appliances. If a gas boiler, gas fire or heater fails, the average home can quickly drop to 16°C, the temperature at which hypothermia can set in, especially among older people or those with health problems. 
You could be entitled to a free gas safety check. Gas suppliers have a duty to provide free gas safety checks to some elderly people. Call the company you get your gas bills from to find out more. Their telephone number is usually on the bill you receive. A free gas safety check may apply to home owners on means tested benefits who :

· are elderly, disabled or chronically sick and live alone, or with others who are elderly, disabled, chronically sick or under 18. 

· live with others where at least one child is under 5 years old. 

· have not had a gas safety check carried out at the premises in the last 12 months. 

· do not occupy premises where a landlord is responsible for arranging a check under the Health and Safety at Work Act.   

Also, ask yourself the following questions:

· Do you already get the Winter Fuel Allowance to help you with your heating bills? Call the Winter Fuel Payment Helpline on 0845 9 15 15 15 to find out more. 

· Do you need financial help with heating improvements? You may be eligible for a grant under the Warm Front Scheme.  Call Freephone 0800 316 2805 to find out more. 

· Do you rent your home? If you do then your landlord must have your gas appliances safety checked once a year by law and should service them regularly. 

If you have had gas work done in the last six months you can nominate it for a free safety inspection.  Call Gas Safe Register on 0800 408 5500 or nominate a safety inspection online.  

Top 5 ways of staying warm safely:

1. Get your gas appliances safety checked once a year to make sure they work safely and don’t break down in the cold.  
2. If you get your gas appliances checked, always use a Gas Safe registered engineer – it’s the law and will help keep you safe.  

3. Always use gas appliances responsibly. Never use a gas cooker to heat a room or a house.  

4. Carbon monoxide is a deadly gas produced by badly maintained gas appliances. Look out for danger signs – sooty stains on or around appliances, floppy yellow flames (instead of crisp blue ones) and excessive condensation in a room are all signs that your gas appliances could be producing carbon monoxide.  

5. If you are over the age of 60 you may be entitled to a free gas safety check. Go to www.GasSafeRegister.co.uk/elderly to find out more, or ask your energy supplier.

.
***

Bereaved by Suicide?

Do you feel isolated because you have been bereaved by the suicide of a relative or friend? A support group is now in the Scottish Borders, meeting in Old Gala House, Scott Crescent, Galashiels on Tuesdays    3 April and 1 May, anytime from 6.30 – 9.pm. For further information phone Gwen 07561-319863, or e-mail : gwen.sobs@gmail.com. National Helpline 0844 561 6855 (available 9.am-9.pm daily) 

	MUNRO’S OF JEDBURGH

Private Hire Specialists

14-53 seater coaches available
For a fully reliable service at very

competitive rates phone

01835-862253 for a free quotation
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	BONJEDWARD GARAGE
Kelso Road, Jedburgh TD8 6SL

Tel / Fax 01835 : 863307

* Sales ** Servicing ** Repairs *

IF YOU HAVE A CAR WITH A PROBLEM … WE CAN HELP!

We carry out MOT testing servicing & repairs on all makes of vehicles including most leased vehicles. 

We carry stock of tyres & operate fast fitting of exhausts at very competitive rates.

We now have air-conditioning testing and recharging facilities at very competitive rates

IF YOU HAVE A CAR WITHOUT A PROBLEM …

WE CAN HELP KEEP IT THAT WAY! 



	J. & J. LAW, Timber Merchants

Stobs, Posts, Rails, Battens, Panels, Trellis Fencing etc

Standing or roadside timber always required

Lilliesleaf Sawmill, Melrose TD6 9JP

Tel : 01835-870373 or 01835-830363


Mustard seeds and moving mountains
Frank’s sermon on 5 February 2012, based on Matthew 17 : 14-23
There’s a delicate balance between faith and works. Our good deeds contribute precisely nothing to our salvation, but should flow freely from that salvation. Hebrews 12.9 : Jesus entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. Once, for all time, for all people, for all sin, past, present or future!

The moment we put our faith in Jesus, we are forever forgiven and nothing can ever “unforgive” us, nor affect our right standing with God for eternity. However, the same love of God that reached out to us in Jesus and brought us the free and undeserved gift of new, abundant and eternal life should be the engine-room for that new life in action. Freely we have received that love, freely we are to give it, because, as we read in 1 John 4.17 : we are to be like Jesus in this world – that means full to the brim of His love, for God and for other people.

And we have a commission to carry on the work Jesus began. Ephesians 2 tells us that we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. We are saved from sin and guilt, and we are saved for Kingdom ministry, doing our bit to make the Lord’s Prayer come true : Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.

Not only has the faithful church, the born-again children of God, been given a job to live out the love of Jesus in action, but as Spirit-filled children of God, we’ve also been given the tools to do the job. As we read in Ephesians 1, if we truly believe in Jesus, we have been given the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead and seated him in the place of honour at God’s right hand in the heavenly realms.

Now let’s get our teeth right into the meat of vs. 20 and 21. The disciples have asked Jesus why they hadn’t been able to help this lad who had an epileptic fit. His reply is typically honest : Because you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.

Shock to the system it may have been, but this response lays on the line the defining issue of making our life count for the Kingdom. Do we have that mustard seed of true faith? Take one step back. What IS that mustard seed of faith? It is the conviction that God is good, all the time, consistently, and doesn’t blow hot and cold like humans do.
The Bible says : Hebrews 13.8 : Jesus is the same yesterday, today and forever. 1 John 1.5 : God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. Revelation 22.17 : Is anyone thirsty? Come! All who will, come and drink freely of the Water of Life! Acts 10.34 : God shows no partiality and is no respecter of persons, God shows no favoritism. All these texts illustrate the wonderful truth that God’s will for all His children is always to bless us and actively seek the best for us, all the time.

Anything we see the Lord do to bless one of His people in Scripture, we know it is His declared and unchanging will and purpose to do for us – healing, deliverance, whatever – in accordance with 1 John 4.17 : our standing in the world is identical with Christ's. As we receive revelation of that Biblical truth, a mustard seed of faith is planted in our heart and with it, as we shall see, mountain-moving power. 

I know that flies in the face of everything we’ve been taught, inside and outside church, for a lifetime. Yet it’s what Jesus says. Let me share a remarkable verse with you. Ephesians 2.6 : God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.  The Amplified Bible says : He raised us up together with Him and made us sit down together [giving us joint seating with Him]. God gives us seats in the heavenly directors’ box beside Jesus. Wow! 

You know the story of the Prodigal Son, the waster coming back to the Father’s house, tail between his legs, with a big sob-story prepared about what a worm he was, and how he didn’t deserve anything but judgement, but could he please just come back as a humble slave and have a patch in the sawdust on the barn floor to sleep on. 
What did the Father do? He didn’t listen to any of that pious drivel. He didn’t want a servant – he’d enough servants already! He wanted his son back, and back to enjoy all the royal privileges that went with sonship, privileges that in sheer love and grace the Father wanted to pour out irrespective of deserving. That parable is about us!
Here, Jesus, colourful as ever in His choice of words, tells us that if we have faith the size of a mustard seed, and don’t let unbelief get in the way, we can move mountains. As he said it, he was probably pointing a real mountain. I don’t imagine there would be too many times you or I will be required to pray a prayer of faith to rearrange the topography, to shift Ruberslaw out the way. So what is Jesus getting at here?

There’s things we’d like to see out of the way. Poverty. Hunger. War. Disease. Terrorism. The horrifically low life expectancy, and obscenely high child mortality, affecting half the world’s population. The mustard-seed faith Jesus talks of, that recognises the Bible as the revelation of God’s here-and-now plan for you and me to live our born-again lives, also recognises that the same mountain-moving power, given to the original group of apostles, cascades through generations of faith to us, as children of God and heirs of the same promises, to fulfil that plan. 

That mustard seed faith enables us, as royal sons and daughters, to live extremely, radically, fearlessly and shamelessly in this fallen world by His life-changing love and power – and change that world. So how do we get started? It’s a big job, and we need to exercise a degree of patience. Jesus doesn’t expect us to be able to solve world hunger by 5.pm today! It’s OK to change the world one person at a time.

Start with things in our own life and in the lives of the people around us that might as well be mountains, that have up to now proved as immovable as Ruberslaw – and deal with them. The chronic illness that leaves us with a mountain to climb just to get through each day. The mountainous credit card bill that never seems to diminish. These are mountains that we most definitely need to move.

According to the words of Jesus here, if we have faith the size of a mustard seed, we are empowered to do it. Nothing shall be impossible to us. And it’s as we start winning the smaller individual battles that two things happen. First, we ourselves are encouraged. Our mustard seed faith is nurtured and grows, ready for bigger battles. 
Second, because we are seeing these victories, people round about us notice, and start asking us to pray with them. It’s dynamic faith, as we grow into symbols and sources of God’s Kingdom blessing. What does Jesus identify as the key to moving mountains? Words of faith! 
We’re bombarded with negative words, every day, about everything from the economic situation to the end of the world. Those words of fear and unbelief, opposed to God’s Word, are the devil’s weapons to drive fear into the hearts of men and women, to discourage and disable people’s lives. If there’s one thing we as children of God don’t need to do, it’s add to that torrent of verbal incontinence. 

If we are to be faithful and effective in the place of grace we enjoy as royal sons and daughters, we need to watch carefully what we say, especially about ourselves. Psalm 141.3 : Set a guard over my mouth, O LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips. Proverbs 13.3 : Whoever guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks rashly will come to ruin. We need to speak words of faith, words in agreement with the Scriptures, words spoken out calmly in the name of Jesus.

Words of faith in Jesus, trusting Him to be true to His promises, are God’s weapons to move mountains, to set His people free. Listen to the parallel version of our text in Mark 11.23ff. I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.
Let’s stop, right now, talking ourselves down, talking about what we aren’t good at, what we don’t have, what we can’t do. Those are what Jesus calls idle words that will derail our life if we don’t stop. I wonder if the disciples faced with that epileptic boy tried two or three times and then started – this is too hard. We can’t do it.  How often have we shot ourselves in the foot with words of unbelief?

If we whinge about our aches and pains, rabbit on about how we’re always broke, bore for Scotland about how so-and-so has hurt us and how unfair it is, we just plant unbelief in our hearts and make it a real uphill struggle to change our situation. But if we talk faith, talk love, talk the Word, we encourage ourselves, build ourselves up, prepare ourselves to move those mountains and go forward in victory. 
Words of faith, good confessions, switch our focus from our problem to God’s promise. Jesus tells us – in effect – you will have what you say. Far too many of us still get that the wrong way round … instead, we say what we have. 
I’ve got a cold coming on, and it’ll go into my chest for weeks. Stop! Rewind and delete. Don’t talk that trash over yourself. You will have what you say. Your confession should be : I may not be feeling 100% right now, but the Bible says that by the wounds of Jesus I have been healed and very soon I’ll be absolutely fine.

Don’t kick the bathroom scales and moan : I’ll never lose that weight I put on over Christmas. I’m like a beached whale. NO!! Instead you say according to Psalm 103: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, praise his Holy name, for He satisfies my mouth with good things, so that my youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

Don’t say : money talks, but all it ever says to me in cheerio! Speak out in line with 2 Corinthians 9.8 : God is able to make all grace, every favour and earthly blessing, come to me in abundance, so that I may always and under all circumstances and whatever the need be self-sufficient, possessing enough to require no aid or support, and furnished in abundance for every good work and charitable donation.

Don’t fret about how your family have gone off the rails, don’t go to church, are in relationship with the wrong people. You have the power of your tongue to bring about change. 
Psalm 103.20 : the Lord’s love remains forever with us who revere and honour him. His salvation extends to our children’s children. Isaiah 54 : I will teach all your children, says the Lord, and they will enjoy great peace and prosperity. Jeremiah 31 : There is hope for your future, says the Lord. Your children will come back to you from the distant land of the enemy. We know that one works a treat!

You will have what you say! You may not believe that, but trust me, it’s already working in your life right now – one way or another. Make sure that spiritual principle is working for you, not against you. Don’t talk yourself down with silly words. Speak out over yourself and the people you care for only what God speaks out in His Word, and soon you’ll start to see those mountains dissolve and disappear – not just in your own life, but in the lives of those around you. 
God has made you more than a conqueror in Christ, and your faith-filled words are a powerful weapon. If you have a mustard seed of faith, you can move mountains by words of faith. Jesus promised!
Christian Aid Week 2012

Christian Aid Week is approaching, and once again I appeal to all residents of our parish, whatever your religious persuasion, to dig deep to help those who are least able to help themselves. 

As creation waits, as Paul writes, in eager expectation for the children of God to stand up, be counted, and rule over all the earth, according to His Word and not mere human opinions, we have power to change things for good, here and now – the power of money, rightly used. 

Money is a resource entrusted to us by God, enabling us, through our generous giving, to share in releasing people from suffering, whether from earthquakes, droughts, floods, or political upheaval. 

Ale & Teviot parish has always supported Christian Aid Week well, and I appeal for additional volunteers to collect door-to-door this year, in the hope – yes, and prayerful expectation – that, together, we will take one more step to Make Poverty History.

Blythswood Care : Uplift of good used clothes etc

Blythswood Care have a monthly uplift of clothing, non-perishable foodstuffs, bric-a-brac and small items of furniture for needy people in Eastern Europe. Larger items of furniture may also be accepted, by arrangement – please call 0141-882-0585 or 07947-617047. 

MONDAYS : 2 April, 7 May, 4 June, 2 July, 6 August
Galashiels  
Asda Car Park               
2.00-2.30.pm


Melrose

Rugby Club


3.00-3.30.pm


Selkirk

West Port Car Park

4.00-5.00.pm 

TUESDAYS : 3 April, 8 May, 5 June, 3 July, 7 August
Hawick

Morrisons Car Park

9.00-9.45.am 

Jedburgh

Bus Station Car Park
10.15-10.45.am 

Kelso

Knowes Car Park

11.15-11.45.am
Not just on Sunday mornings …

In all our churches, there is a Prayer Box near the door, and Prayer Cards are provided for prayer requests, anonymously if you prefer. 

A Devotional Diary is produced monthly, available at the church door, with a prayer point for every day, accompanied by three suggested Bible readings. You can also download this on-line
Healing : Alexis and Frank will gladly make ourselves available to offer healing ministry – please e-mail or phone.

Prayer & Bible Study : Alternate Mondays, 7.pm to 8.30.pm, Ancrum Meeting Room, led by John Marshall. We are presently studying Paul’s 1st letter to the Corinthians.

Tuesday Girls : Alternate Tuesdays, 7.pm to 8.30.pm in The Manse, led by Alexis, with a emphasis on health and wholeness. This includes a Bible study, and, for those interested, a “Pray & Weigh” session. 

On-line Sermons : You can download and print Sunday sermons from the website. Go to the “news” page and browse “sermons”.

Check the weekly Church News or the website for more information.
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An Important Message from the Minister

Visits to Borders General Hospital 

Throughout my entire ministry, upwards of 20 years, it has been my practice to visit the local hospital on a more-or-less weekly basis and to take advantage of the “chaplains’ lists” provided, giving the names and addresses of all those who had been admitted to that hospital. The Borders General Hospital was one of the last hospitals in Scotland still to provide that courtesy to ministers.

Alas, the constraints of “data protection” and so-called “human rights” have now prevailed, and the practice has been discontinued. As a result, I am no longer able to find out who is in hospital UNLESS someone tells me.  The Spiritual Care Manager and his team at the BGH are trying to devise some system that would allow patients, on admission, to request a visit from their minister.

HOWEVER, unless and until some resolution to the legal problem is worked out, I would be grateful to be informed if you, or someone known to you, is going into the BGH – or indeed any hospital – otherwise, I’m very sorry to say, you probably won’t receive a visit. Many thanks for your help and co-operation 

The Church of Scotland Policy Statement

Ensuring a Safe Church for All
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The Church of Scotland has a deep concern for the wholeness and wellbeing of each individual. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of all people, regardless of age, who come into contact with the Church and its organisations. The Church affirms the responsibility of each individual within its fellowship to prevent harm or abuse of any type – physical, sexual or emotional – especially if this is directed toward children, young people, or vulnerable adults
	Photography for every occasion

Chris Morrison

10 Muirhouselaw, Maxton, Melrose TD6 0RH
01835-823561

	LILLIESLEAF GOLF COURSE

[2½ miles west of Lilliesleaf]

A fun 9-hole course, approx. 2550 yards. Par 68

Red, yellow and white tees

Dress informal ; dogs & children welcome

Membership : £100

Green fees : £5 [Mon – Fri] ; £10 [Sat – Sun]

Under 16 years on 1 May 2012 : half-price

Club / trolley hire : £5 including balls and tees

Buggy hire : £10 for 9 holes ; £15 for 18 holes ; £20 per day

Contact Norman on 01835-870733 or 07831-144037 

Dimpleknowe, Lilliesleaf, Melrose TD6 9JU 



	Ale & Teviot United Church
Coffee Morning
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Saturday 14 April, 10.am – 11.30.am
Royal British Legion, Jedburgh

	Stainer’s

CRUCIFIXION

By Abbey Consort

Musical Director Colin Fox

Ancrum Kirk 
Good Friday, 6 April : 7.pm

Admission at the door by donation




Baptism
4 March
Ethan Charles Douglas, son of

Ancrum
Scott & Lisa [Reilly], 79 Hartrigge Cres, Jedburgh

Funerals

2 December
Mrs Mary Turnbull

Ancrum 
42 South Myers Croft

8 December
Mrs Nan Tindall
Ancrum 
Ullapool ; formerly 6 Landene
15 December
Mrs May Grieve
Ancrum 
36 South Myers Croft

20 December
Mrs Kim Ferguson
Jedburgh
60 Grieve Avenue
29 December
Mr Andrew Shortreed
Lilliesleaf
Blair Avenue, Jedburgh ; formerly Cheviot Cottage 
6 January
Mrs Chrissie Young

Ancrum 
Galashiels : formerly Landene

Conducted by Rev Graham Astles

20 January
Mr John Smith
Ancrum 
16 Dounehill, Jedburgh ; formerly Sunnyside
27 January
Mrs Betty Swanson
Jedburgh
Knowesouth ; formerly Allerley Crescent
30 January
Mr Willie Laing 
Jedburgh
Brewster Place
5 March
Mr Adam Wilson
Ancrum 
Howden
7 March
Miss Lottie Bathgate
Jedburgh
Knowesouth : formerly Castlehill
We have also been notified of the passing during 2011 of

Mrs Jane Hamilton, Fochabers ; formerly Palacehill, Ancrum

Mr Robin Fleming, Switzerland ; 
son of the late David & Jessie Fleming, North Lodge, Ancrum
[image: image5.wmf]
A Tribute to Mr John T Smith, 1927-2012
Born in Hawick, John spent his childhood in Duns and later at Cavers. He completed his education at Hawick High School before taking up an apprenticeship in the woollen industry at Wright's of Trow Mill Ltd, Hawick. This was interrupted for three years of National Service, during which time John served in the 1st Battalion, Scots Guards. 
In 1950, John moved to Northern Ireland to work for Henderson & Eadie Woollen Manufacturers, Lisbellaw, Co Fermanagh. Here, he enjoyed beekeeping, bowling, badminton, motorbikes and fishing from his boat on Lough Erne. A keen churchman, John served as a Sunday School teacher and was ordained to the eldership in 1961.

In 1954, John met a young Lisbellaw lass by name of Margaret Orr. John and Margaret married in June 1959 and their happiness was multiplied by the arrival of twin sons Herbert and Robert, followed by two daughters Janet and Heather. When Henderson and Eadie closed in 1965, John moved, with his young family, to "Sunnyside", Ancrum. 
John joined Gibson and Lumgair in Selkirk as Night-shift Manager and then spent a short time at LS Starrett in Jedburgh before joining the maintenance department of Keltek Electronics Ltd in Kelso where he worked up until his retirement in 1992.

John was a regular on the Burns circuit throughout the Borders and beyond and was proud to have been elected to the Presidency of the Kelso Burns Club. Indeed, no Burns Supper was complete without John’s impassioned rendering of Tam O’Shanter!
Ancrum Kirk played a very important part in John’s life. He served for many years as Beadle, Elder and Presbytery Elder, and was honoured to be a commissioner at the General Assembly. 
In bad weather, John would ensure that the path to the church door was snow-free and in the midst of that bitter winter of 1981/82 he kept an all-night vigil in the boiler-house in a valiant effort to keep the pipes from freezing in the Arctic weather. 
Arrangements for communion Sundays were made with John’s customary precision, thoroughness and eye for detail. His faith was not, however, stiff and prim, but rather to be enjoyed – as witness the “See You Jimmy” hat he always wore at the Christmas Day service! 
In the wider Ancrum community, John very much enjoyed being involved in village life and served on a variety of committees including the Village Hall and Fete. He will be affectionately remembered for some of his dressing up ideas at the fancy dress parades, as well as for being the automatic first choice as MC at sundry social events.    

John enjoyed restoring and riding motorbikes of all vintages, and was a founder member of the exclusive "27 Club" of motorbike enthusiasts, most of whom shared John’s year of birth! He loved to tinker away in the garage, greenhouse or the garden and could always be relied on to undertake a variety of DIY jobs – not least in the manse!

In short, John Smith was a gentle giant. He was a joker and a wind-up merchant, with a twinkle of mischief never far from his eyes. On the other hand, he was a deep thinker, who considered all angles before pronouncing his view – forthright but totally devoid of malice. 
Above all, however, John relished family life and was very proud of his children and grandchildren – always ready to offer help, advice and a good listening ear.  The family home in Ancrum was always an open house and when John came home from work he would never know many young folk would be sat around the tea table, but he always joined in the crack and gave them a warm welcome. 
Our prayers are with John’s family, the stars of his show : Margaret ; Herbert, Dot, Alana & Ben ; Robert, Eva, Kimberley & Jennifer ; Janet, Alister, Laura & Gavin ; Heather, Mark & Rhianne.


Friday 30 March : School end-of-term services 

Ancrum Kirk at 9.15.am ; Lilliesleaf Kirk at 10.15.am
Palm Sunday, 1 April

Morning services at Ancrum [10.am] and Lilliesleaf [11.30.am]

Songs of Praise at Crailing : 6.30.pm

Maundy Thursday, 5 April

United Communion at Lilliesleaf : 7.pm

Good Friday, 6 April : Ancrum Kirk : 7.pm 
Stainer’s “Crucifixion”, by Abbey Consort. 
Easter Sunday, 8 April
ALL-AGE services at Ancrum [10.am] and Lilliesleaf [11.30.am]

Crailing : Songs of Praise, 6.30.pm : with Jedforest Instrumental Band

Saturday 14 April : Royal British Legion

Coffee Morning, 10.am – 11.30.am. Come along and bring a friend! 

Sunday 15 April : Eckford Village Hall : 10.30.am
Annual Congregational Meeting, followed by refreshments. An offering will be taken for the Church of Scotland HIV / AIDS Project
NO SERVICES that day in any of our churches
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