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After the joy of Easter, the mundane business of the annual meeting, and in the minds of some this may conjure up the images of Lord Mayor’s Show and dustcart. But the two events, however different in tone, are related. The glorious Good News of Easter, the raising of Jesus from the dead signalling the death of death, mercy triumphing over judgement, life without end and without limit, is the beating heart of the Kirk.

It is, in fact, all we have to offer. In it may be found the answer to every problem the human race will ever encounter. Easter signifies that we are no longer chained by sin and guilt and condemnation, but released to enjoy God’s gift of righteousness, sons and daughters of the Most High God, inheritors of His everlasting Kingdom, seated in heavenly places with Jesus, more than conquerors through His self-giving. 
Easter signifies that decisive point in history when the curse of the Law – that is, the need for slavish and absolute obedience to the 10 commandments and to a whole raft of other legislation in order to keep the wrath of God away – is broken because the Son of God absorbed that curse, that bondage, that punishment, that unbearable burden, into Himself as He hung on the cross, dying in our place on Good Friday …

… and then by rising again on Easter morning restored to us the blessing originally given to Abraham not because his actions were perfect, if you read Genesis you’ll see that they were often anything but. No, it was because Abraham’s heart was right with God. He had faith, imperfect but honest, and that – not nit-picking box-ticking religious rigmarole – delighted God. Faith, not religion, activates the Blessing.

The church has one purpose, and one only. It is to live in the Blessing of the Lord, and to do so out in the open, for everyone to see, as light in the darkness, and so to proclaim the Lordship of Jesus Christ – by what is said from the pulpit, yes, but also in how you and I live from day to day. That does not mean getting everything right and never making mistakes, if we expect that of ourselves we will be disappointed.
God does not expect that of us. Instead, He expects us to live by faith and trust in Him for this life on earth as well as for the life to come in Heaven. And as we make that quality decision to have faith in God in the areas of our family life, our working life, our physical health, our financial health, to trust what the Book says – namely, that God’s will is for us to prosper and enjoy health, spirit, soul and body – then the Holy Spirit will gradually renew our minds and, over time, help us to close the gap between the life God says we can and should have, and the life we presently have.

But what if, like me, you’ve not managed to break clear from the economic mess the unbelieving world made for itself and that we formerly bought into : 2 Corinthians 9.8 : God is able to make all grace (every favour and earthly blessing) come to you in abundance, so that you may always and under all circumstances and whatever the need be self-sufficient [possessing enough to require no aid or support and furnished in abundance for every good work and charitable donation]?
What if, like me, you’re not yet experiencing day-to-day manifestation of physical healing and wholeness that the Word promises : 1 Peter 2.24 : by His wounds you have been healed? What if, like me, you believe, because the Word says it, but you’re not seeing it? You’re getting a wee bit fed up consoling yourself with the words the Lord spoke to Thomas : Blessed are those who believe without seeing.
You’re getting a wee bit weary that you seem stuck the same place as the man whose son was tortured by demons in Mark 9.22f. He cried out to Jesus : if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.  'If you can'? said Jesus. Everything is possible for him who believes. Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief! Anyone else here sympathise with that position?

So, the Word tells us one thing. But our experience, our consultant’s report, our credit card statement, tells us another thing. Which do we believe? That’s the battle each of us is called to fight. It doesn’t come easy. Very few people go in an instant of divine revelation from living under the curse in all its unpleasantness to living under The Blessing in all its fullness. For most of us, it takes time, and it takes a willingness to do what Paul says in Romans 12.2 : Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is— his good, pleasing and perfect will.
To see The Blessing of the Lord bear fruit in your life takes faith and patience, as I said the other night they are sometimes called the Power Twins. Most of us give up too soon, too easily. I can understand that, but listen. Most of us took many years of worldly unbiblical thinking to get where we are today, to put together that collection of aches and pains, to run up that batch of debts, to fall out with all those people.

It took years to create the mess, but we get peeved if God doesn’t dig us out of the mess right away. For myself, for 90% of my life, and 75% of my life as a minister of the Kirk, I did not understand Galatians 3. I did not realise that Easter had released me from the curse of the law – of legalistic religious traditions – and entitled me to share the blessing of Abraham. And now that I do know, I’m seeing things improve, but I’m not there yet. And I’m having to cultivate the spiritual fruit of patience!!!

Kenneth Hagin, commenting on the passage in Ephesians 6 where Paul tells believers to put on the whole armour of God for the battle of faith, says : stand therefore till you’ve received what your standing there for! Give The Blessing time to work, and don’t assume that because you haven’t received yet what you’re praying for, then the Bible mustn’t be true, or God doesn’t love me, or I must still be a sinner, disqualified from God’s blessing, and so I’ll just forget blessing in the life and long for Heaven.
Listen. There are multiplied millions of people out there who haven’t a clue about the love of God, who know the name of Jesus only as an oath when someone cuts them up at a road junction, and – even though they don’t know it – they need you and me to be living in The Blessing of the Lord to save them from hell on earth and thereafter Sorry to be blunt, but we don’t have the luxury of wallowing in nominal churchianity.

Just as Jesus saved us from the curse, so He saved us for the purpose of helping Him save others from the curse. Jesus needs us divinely healthy and prosperous so we can be a living witness that faith in Him works and make a real difference. We can’t be the best possible witness for Jesus lying flat on our backs ill, so who don’t we get rid of our prejudice against what the Bible teaches about healing, and let Him heal us, so encouraging others to ask us to share healing with them in His Name?

We can’t be the most powerful witness for Jesus if we haven’t got two pennies to rub together, so why don’t we get rid of our prejudice against what the Bible teaches about prosperity, and let Him put money in our hands, not just for us to enjoy, but for us to give away in Jesus’ name to those who are in need? The time is coming when, as Proverbs 13.22 says, the wealth of the wicked will come to the righteous, and I’m ready to be part of that end-time supernatural wealth transfer, aren’t you?

Wouldn’t it be just great to be able to put wee envelopes full of £20 notes through the doors of people who are struggling to feed their families, envelopes not with our own names on them, but just a wee message saying – Jesus loves you. Wouldn’t it be great to finance water wells in drought-stricken villages, and give Jesus all the glory?

One of the greatest privileges we have as Christians is partnership in The Blessing of the Lord. When we present our tithes and offerings, it should never be just a mindless plopping of a pound in a plate. No, we’re presenting the first-fruits of our labour to Jesus, our Great High Priest, and partnering with Him in reaching this world with His love, His grace, the Good News of the curse replaced by The Blessing.

This year, in the accounts, you see we’re addressing a deficit situation. The way to deal with that is not by panicking and cutting back on outreach. It’s by committing ourselves afresh, with renewed faith and trust and gratitude, to partner with the Lord in His mission. It’s by living out what we’re learning week by week, by allowing the Holy Spirit to renew our minds with the Word, by being enthusiastic about what the Lord has done for us and encouraging friends and neighbours and family members to come along and worship with us and see if they catch The Blessing too.

It’s by reminding ourselves of the vow we once made to give proportionally of our time, our abilities and our resources – not as a grim and grudging duty to keep the Kirk door open so it can see us out – but with joy and gladness as a love-offering to see the lives of our loved ones, our communities, our nation, our world, transformed by The Blessing of the Lord – life, in abundance, to the full, till it overflows.     
