Guild Dedication  : 1 September 2013 : Philippians 1 : 1-6 & John 14 : 1-7
It is, as ever, a great privilege to give grateful public recognition today to the Guild, an organisation which, for 125 years, has led the way in worship, fellowship and discipleship in the Name of Jesus, whose we are and whom we serve. Both locally and nationally, the Guild is at the front line of active service to the Kingdom of God, and today we honour your contribution and share with you in this act of dedication.

This year’s Guild theme is A Fellowship to Build. It’s a very interesting and relevant choice, because although it’s not difficult to GO to church, it’s altogether much more challenging and radical to BE the church. In the original Greek text of the Bible, the word is koinonia is variously translated as fellowship, partnership, participation and sharing – all things that should be characteristics of a true church.
We are the body of Christ. The Bible says in 1 Cor 12, Eph 4, Col 1, that the church is His body and each of us is a member of it, with a unique and indispensable part to play in the work of the Kingdom. If I choose not to play that part, if I choose not to do the things that God created me to do, and planned before time began for me to do, if instead I am content just to turn up on a Sunday once in a while, do my own private ritual thing, and go away again, there are consequences not just for me but for Jesus.

Think what would happen if your heart or your liver decided it was content just to be a member of your body, to work as and when it felt like it, but not to fulfil the regular role it was specifically created for. I think you’d soon notice! Taking Paul’s picture of the church, then, you can see how important it is for each and every one of us to take seriously how precious and valuable and important we are to Jesus.
We are indeed so precious and valuable and important to Jesus that He gave His life for us. He paid the ultimate price so that you and I could be set free from our bondage to sin and guilt, fear and anxiety, condemnation and insecurity, disease and death. Yes, it’s wonderful to remember the promise of Jesus in John 10.10 : I have come so that you have and enjoy life, in abundance, to the full, till it overflows.
But with so great a gift comes a correspondingly great calling to service – not, please note, to justify ourselves, that’s something we could never do, no matter how much we give to or do for the Kingdom. Reinhard Bonnke may preach to half-a-million at a time in Nigeria, with countless millions more watching on TV, and have the privilege of leading tens of thousands to be born again every time he does so, but Reinhard would be the very first to say it’s not his work, but the blood of Christ, that saved him

It’s not about buying favour with God. The gift of new life and reconciliation to the Father is far too great ever to be bought, earned, or manipulated. It’s about making that gift of life count by living it in simple gratitude to the Giver. It’s about a life of fellowship, partnership, participation and sharing. It’s about building a community of accepting one another just as we are, confident that we are accepted just as we are, and so encourage one another to change into what Jesus wants us to become.
It’s about building a community in which we build up one another and don’t tear one another down ; a community in which the currency of conversation is praise of God and of each other, of encouragement to rise higher, and in which there is no place for criticising, complaining or gossiping. It’s about building a community in which the focus is on how, together, we can honour Jesus as we serve others, believers or not, instead of the selfish world’s way of manipulating others to serve and please us.

It’s about building a community where each other’s God-given gifts are honoured and celebrated, and there is no jealousy or envy over status, position, or all the things the outside world gets so het up about. It’s about building a community bound solidly together in making the Word of God final authority, and sitting very lightly to mere human opinions and traditions and prejudices and the trendy fads of a passing age.
It’s about building a community which recognises that we own nothing. Everything we have is a trust from God, to be enjoyed to the full, yes, but also to be given away as the Lord so directs. He gave His very best, His own flesh and blood, for us, and that sets the standard for giving. The pastor and author John Ortberg comments on his introduction to the game Monopoly, by his extremely competitive grandmother.
His gran was ruthless, and every time they played, she would wipe him out. Her part of the board was littered with little red hotels and little green houses. Acquisition was the name of the game, merciless, go for the jugular. Young John was determined to end this miserable run of defeat, and spent most of a summer holiday practising with his friends until he had the confidence to take on the old hustler.

Finally it happened. John bought up square after square, house after house, hotel after hotel, utility after utility, railway station after railway station, I think he might even have bought the jail as well, until gran was defeated, humiliated, hung out to dry. His moment of teenage triumph was sweet, but brief, as gran thought for a moment and said : you know what, son, at the end of the game, it all goes back in the box. 

That’s a truth the world out there chooses not to hear, but that we need to understand. Pumped at us every day, on telly, in magazines, catalogues, mail-shots and e-mails, is a constant stream of demonic propaganda, tailored to delude us that what we need is more stuff, that we can never be truly happy and fulfilled until we have the latest this or that, and that, even if we don’t presently have the cash for it, finance is readily available, but of course the astronomical APR is in very small print indeed.

Listen to the wise words of Uncle Frank. Stuff cannot make you happy. If someone’s unhappy, they can splash out on all the stuff in the world, but it’s just a temporary fix, and at the end of it they’ll just be an unhappy soul with lots of stuff and lots of debt. There is no such thing as a material fix for a spiritual need. Understood? Now, let’s keep all this in balance. Am I saying it’s wrong to enjoy nice things? No. Not at all. Listen to what Paul writes in 1 Timothy 6 : The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, but God richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.

The Message translation is very vivid : Lust for money brings trouble and nothing but trouble. Going down that path, some lose their footing in the faith completely and live to regret it bitterly ever after. Tell those rich in this world’s wealth to quit being so full of themselves and so obsessed with money, which is here today and gone tomorrow. Tell them to go after God, who piles on all the riches we could ever manage – to do good, to be rich in helping others, to be extravagantly generous. 
To summarise. It’s OK to have things, so long as things don’t have us. True wealth isn’t measured in what we keep, but in what we sow in Jesus’ Name into the lives of others. It’s that generous sowing of seed that, in Philippians, Paul calls partnership in the gospel. Turning our attention away from indulging our selfish flesh, and looking instead to how Jesus calls us to use the resources He makes available to us, is the key to escape the prison of unhappiness that is the inevitable result of a selfish attitude

Have you ever wondered what was in Jesus’ will? What did He leave behind for His family to fight and fall out over? We’re not told. We know the soldiers gambled for the rather high-end and expensive robe He was wearing when He was arrested, and there is not one scrap of evidence to suggest that Jesus was poor. His ministry needed a treasurer, remember, a treasurer who was able to help himself over a period of time without detection, which suggests they weren’t exactly down to the last tin of beans.
But no-one is interested in the financial legacy of Jesus. The riches He leaves to us are located primarily in the spiritual realm, and they are breathtaking. They include prosperity, as well as health and various other earthly benefits, but all of these depend upon a change of heart, dying to the selfish flesh and living for the Kingdom. 

Jesus Himself made it clear in Matthew 6.33 that we’re not to stress out over stuff. Seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His righteousness (His way of doing and being right), and then all these things taken together will be given you besides. Get the heart right with the Lord and He’ll take care of it all. No need to be anxious and stressed about stuff. Cast those cares on the Lord, and He’ll deal with it. Let’s face it. He’s more intelligent and better resourced than we are to do so, yes?
The discussion topic for the Guild this year is ‘Let’s talk about finding the right way’.

Partnership, or fellowship, or sharing in the work of the Kingdom is the right way. The way of life is the way of Jesus. He stated Himself : I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. The biggest problem this world has today is that it seems desperate to invent some other way, some other way that doesn’t involve submission to God and to Jesus as Lord, some way that’s easier on the touchy-feely sensitivities of the woolly-hatted woolly-minded intellectuals
No such way exists. No such way is needed. Through Jesus, and only through Jesus, God has already provided richly for our every need, spiritual, physical, emotional, financial, relational. Let’s build a people of power and integrity in the church, who will show the world by the sheer quality of our discipleship life that it’s time to stop playing hide-and-seek with God, but instead simply to believe and receive and share.






