Sunday 23 February 2014 : John 16 : 17-24   
On the day that we’ve welcomed wee Libby into the church, it’s interesting to see Jesus compare what He did at Easter with the process of giving birth – a lot of pain at the time, but a whole lot more pleasure to follow. Pain before gain. And I’m sure, Julie, that’s exactly how things will work out for you with Libby – though, I have to say, Ross, that with girls, much of the pain in later years tends to fall on the dads.

Pain in the pocket – as they give you the fluttering eyelashes and plead for a course of retail therapy to every problem, typical operating theatres including the Metrocentre. Pain as, in due time, you make the tough discovery that are not the only fella to seek, nor, worse to receive, your wee lassie’s attention. I say this to bless you, brother! But, for all that, you will have a great and rewarding time. Most of the time, anyway!

There was once a couple who had a daughter and they gave her the names Helen Joy. Because they knew that’s what they’d let themselves in for. Think about it! But mostly joy, of course. And I think that’s probably how it is with the way Father God relates to us, His children. Father God loves us, delights in us, takes joy and pride in us, seeks to pour out His richest blessing upon us … but there is also a degree of pain for Him.

Pain when we, His children, don’t bother with Him, don’t pay attention to His Word of grace and truth, don’t spend time in fellowship with Him, don’t seek His perfect wisdom in every situation, don’t take up His offer to cast all our troubles and anxieties on Him because He cares for us and nothing is too difficult for Him. 

It hurts God when we, His children, make the poor choice to ignore His love, to exist as spiritual orphans instead of precious sons and daughters of God, princes and princesses and heirs of His Kingdom. It hurts God when we, having made those poor choices, find as we inevitably do that life isn’t working out the way we hoped, and then blame Him.

Let me ask you – did you realise that, if you follow Jesus, you are a royal prince or princess in the one true and everlasting kingdom? That is what the Word of God says. Revelation 1.5-6 : To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests to His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever.     

And in case you missed it, the same point is made in Revelation 5.9-10, as the angels in heaven sing this song to Jesus : You were slain (sacrificed), and with Your blood You purchased men unto God from every tribe and language and people and nation. And You have made them a kingdom (royal race) and priests to our God, and they shall reign [as kings] over the earth!
You’re not here today by accident, or for something to do because the telly’s garbage. You are here because you are God’s royal household, and church for you is training for reigning. And you’re here to celebrate the birth of a new princess in THE royal family, the imperial household of Almighty God. I’m not making this stuff up, it’s in the Bible.
We, God’s royal household, the church of Jesus Christ, are on this earth for a purpose, and now I’m going to tell you what it is. For some of you, it may come as a shock. This is the first time you’ve heard such a message. Maybe you’re used to associating church with a message of hellfire and damnation, of putting you under condemnation for not living right. The idea of hearing how much God loves you, how high a value God puts on your life, right now, just exactly as you are, pretty well fries your brain.

And you think – does that mean God doesn’t care how I live? Does that mean I can rob banks, and generally act like an idiot? Well, God will still love you/ God will still want what’s best for you. If you’re a parent, and your child acts up, you don’t stop loving that child, you don’t stop being concerned about his welfare and wanting the best for him, but you hurt because you can see that child trashing his life before your very eyes.

As I said earlier, when we’re behaving as if God didn’t exist, when we’re acting like spiritual orphans instead of royal heirs, God hurts because we’re not fulfilling the great potential He’s built into us. He won’t turn His back on us nor punish us, but we will be punishing ourselves through our wrong choices. We’ll be living a sub-standard life.
Jesus tells of the headstrong young lad who got fed up living on the family farm, so he cashed in his share of the inheritance and disappeared off to the bright lights of the city, squandering his cash in the clubs and the casinos. Which was fine till the cash ran out, and as soon as that happened all his fashionable new friends dropped him like a sack of spuds. He ended up squatting, making a few coppers mucking out a pig-sty.

Now, his father wasn’t punishing him by making him go through that. He was doing it all by himself, to himself. Eventually, his little peanut brain worked out that the pigs on the farm were living better than he was and decided to go home with his tail between his legs and beg to be taken on, not as a son, because he didn’t deserve that after the way he’d behaved, but as a minimum-age labourer.

But the way Jesus tells it, his dad wasn’t having it. No chance. His son was still his son, and nothing he’d ever done, no mess he’d ever made, would change that. The dad ran out and embraced the boy, pig muck and all, and welcomed him back into the family as if nothing had ever happened. That is how Father God will treat us, if we drift away into a own pig-sty of our own making, but come to our senses and turn back to Him.
There is pain before the gain. Our text today reminds us that Jesus took the pain on His own back. On Good Friday, He willingly chose to endure the pain and the punishment for all human wrongdoing. He suffered the condemnation and judgement that should, by natural justice, have come to each of us. He took upon Himself the death penalty that the Old Testament law prescribed for sin. 

Why? So we could be set free from all guilt, all punishment, all condemnation. His pain for our gain. Hebrews 9.12 : with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. One Saviour, one sacrifice, for all people, for all sin, for all time. That’s Father God’s commitment to us, His children.
