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TIMES OF SUNDAY SERVICES : April to July 2014
ANCRUM  
Every Sunday, 10.am except 29 June, 6 & 13 July 



11 May : Communion, 10.am & 6.30.pm [with Healing]




1 June : Prizegiving & All-age communion, 10.am
LILLIESLEAF  
Every Sunday, 11.30.am except 1 & 29 June, 13 July
18 May : Communion, 11.30.am [Songs of Praise, 6.30]

CRAILING 
10.30 : 13, 27 Apr ; 11, 25 May ; 8, 22 Jun ; 13, 27 July
6.30.pm : 6 & 20 Apr ; 4 May ; 1 June 
 


25 May : Communion, 10.30.am [no evening service]

SPECIAL EVENTS : United services led by Elders
Sun. 29 June : With 42nd Dundee BB at Ancrum Football Club, 10.am
Sun. 6 July : Lilliesleaf, 11.30.am
Sun. 13 July : Crailing, 10.30.am
Any changes will be notified on website and in weekly Church News
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I love the springtime! As the days get warmer and the nights get lighter, as the colour returns to the garden and the birds return to nest in the eaves of the manse, there is a sense of new life and new beginnings that cheers us all up, marking the end of what has been, admittedly, a wonderfully benign winter here in the Scottish Borders.
New life, new beginnings, are very much a theme of the Easter season as we look forward, once again, to walking through those dramatic last days of Jesus’ earthly life. We follow Him from the cheers of the crowd on Palm Sunday ; through the tension and intrigue of the Last Supper to the darkness of Gethsemane ; via the so-called trials before Caiaphas, Pilate and Herod to the final agony and humiliation of the cross.

We pause for a moment with the disciples in the seemingly bottomless pit of sorrow and despair of the Saturday when Jesus lay in a borrowed tomb and all the powers of hell celebrated their victory … but then we awake with joy on the brilliant beauty of Easter morning to find the tomb empty and Jesus alive again, just as He promised – to the consternation of those who connived at His execution, but the ecstasy of those who loved Him, and, more importantly, allowed Him to love them.

Easter is, in many ways, the ultimate love story. Yes, of course, it is the triumph of good and God over evil and the devil, and hallelujah for that. But Easter is also the triumph of God’s love, grace and mercy toward humanity, over the fickleness, selfishness and meanness of humanity toward God. At Easter, short-sighted, misguided men did their worst, yet in response God did, and gave, His very best.
If there was ever any question regarding God’s willingness to extend His forgiveness and reconciliation toward His people, these words of Jesus answer it : Father, forgive them, they don’t know what they’re doing    
The extent of God’s love toward us is that He was willing to sacrifice His own precious Son, His own flesh and blood, to pay the full price of all of what the Bible calls sin – that is, all human faults and failures, all human selfishness and stupidity … and worse … including our share.
The agony suffered by Jesus on Good Friday wiped OUR slate clean and released us from the curse of the Law – that is, the responsibility to clean up our own mess by our own human efforts. God’s forgiveness comes to us as a FREE GIFT. Not because we deserve it – let’s face it, we don’t – but because we need it … and let’s face it, we do!

And if the passion of Jesus on Good Friday deals comprehensively with the past – as we see in our ongoing study of Hebrews, ONE sacrifice, for ALL sin, for ALL people for ALL time – then Easter Sunday deals comprehensively with the future. There is NO condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, declares Paul in Romans 8.1. 

When we respond to the great love of God given so freely in Jesus by saying YES! to Him, we are gloriously FREE from fear of judgement, FREE to love and serve the Lord with gladness and boldness, resting in His promise that He is with us, to the very end of time [Matthew 28.20].

Now, the devil, a LOSER with a capital L, is running out of cards to play, and so, true to form, he resorts to lies – trying desperately to undermine our confidence that God loves us just because He is love, irrespective of our performance. Ever wondered why, as militant secularism grows, so too does an epidemic of insecurity and stress-related ailments? Duh!
Don’t listen to all that stuff! As Jesus said [John 8.44] : The devil was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. Instead, hold fast to the truth – He will NEVER leave you nor forsake you [Hebrews 13.5] – and the truth will set you free [John 8.32] from unhealthy dependence on the approval of others. 

You don’t need to tie yourself in knots trying to please everyone else to make you feel good about yourself! God thinks you’re a star anyway, so much so that, at Easter, He gave His Son’s life for you. If God is for you – and He is [Romans 8.31] – who is crazy enough to disagree with God and be against you? Be assured of His precious love this Easter!
Alexis & Frank
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Painting & Decorating

Ceramic wall and floor tiling

AMES taping

Spray painting


A Thai Diary
Chris Tracey from Lilliesleaf very kindly sent back regular reports from her outing with Tear Fund to Thailand. Here are a selection. 

21 January : Not sure what day it is but having a good time here - the people we’re with are lovely, gentle and gracious and very patient with our western ways. We spent the weekend with the students being sponsored by MMF through university.  They are all from different ethnic groups in the north of Thailand.  We camped with them and then rose early (very early) to see the sun rise looking over into Laos.

This week we are at a children day care centre with Burmese children. We’ve been helping to create raised beds to grow vegetables with Matt and I having the chance to go and cut the bamboo first.  The rest of the week we will be doing some "teaching". The Burmese children are at a disadvantage as they’re not allowed into the school system unless they can speak Thai ; there is an 11-year-old boy still at the day care centre.

I am settling in well and am very grateful for your prayers.  Some of the rest of the team are struggling a bit more with the food - you have to like rice here and not expect to have a change of menu too often.
24 January : We have now finished our first week and had the privilege last night of sharing barbecued goat with a group of Burmese pastors on a 2 week course to learn some basic animal health practices.   
The goat had been used for a dissection earlier and nothing is wasted. I stopped at the liver! They are all farmers as well as pastors and by learning about basic animal health they can go back to their villages and help their neighbours improve their animal husbandry. They asked us later to share some bible study and prayer and they taught us a Burmese song ... which I won’t be able to repeat, unfortunately, or fortunately for those of you who have heard me sing. We’ve finished at the children's centre now but know the children are in very good hands. 
The ladies who look after them are very patient and caring but it would be good if the older children could have a bit more English to help them in the future. We’re all keeping well but finding it a bit cold at night - even the Thai people say it’s colder than usual here, below 10 degrees  
We are sleeping on mattresses on a concrete floor so it does feel a bit chilly in the middle of the night. Yesterday afternoon I came into the office to find Nan sitting in a coat and Nepalese style hat. She was cold but for me 23 degrees is pretty warm! Trouble in Bangkok is confined to Bangkok at present and Tearfund are monitoring the situation for us from the UK.  No problems up here nor are there expected to be.

6 February : Back in the MMF office in Chiang Mai with a computer with all the keys working  - so far. Our time in Nan province and the dormitory was a day shorter than planned due to MMF having a big staff meeting on Friday so we needed to travel back with Ja today.  
It is a pity as the young people were now more comfortable with us and more confident to try their English.  Last night we managed to read the parable of the sower with them and they then answered 10 multiple choice questions we had prepared.  I think it went well and Ja was pleased as he had found a bible study in English difficult before.
The young people gave us a gift each at the end of the evening which was so unexpected - we really felt as if they had given to us so much more than we had given to them.  They looked after us so well and allowed us into their lives for a few days.

The stay on the farm was different and definitely a highlight for me. For someone who finds it hard to sit still for very long there were long periods when nothing much was happening, especially in the evening.  The sun set around 7pm and it was dark quite quickly. The fire was the main light and source of warmth. Although it was hot during the day the nights cooled quickly.  We sat for hours around the fire talking, watching bats and looking at the night sky, listening to the cicada, the frogs calling in the paddy fields and the occasional hoot of an owl.  
Fun for us but actually devoid of much comfort.  The farm was built on stilts and basically "open plan".  There was a large open covered area for sitting and eating and where we slept.  No furniture except a shelf and many hooks.  
The "kitchen" was in 2 parts - a hearth of stone  in a wooden building and a sort of extension with a tap and bowl for washing up.  The water drained through the planks to the ground and the chickens below or you threw the water over the edge........careful to miss one of those cockerels, of course!

At the end of the week we went into the village and stayed with Boon's mother.  (Boon works for MMF and it was his brother's farm we were staying on) She was an amazing lady, 89, bright and, though unable to walk, moved around the kitchen and into her bedroom by shuffling in a seated position.  Despite speaking no English at all she observed us and knew the lost expression on our faces when we were trying to locate the kettle or work out how to turn on the gas bottle. 
She also had a deadly aim with a long cane as the dog found out on more than one occasion! She had the most attention seeking cat I have ever met and very vocal with it.  This was fine unless you were trying to eat, or you had a phobia for cats as Cheryl had - how do they know??  
Team Members: clockwise : Amy, Cheryl, Sarah, Chris, Matt
[image: image5.png]


Her daughter [Boon's sister], Phet, is planning to go to the Burmese border. We got on well despite the language and I am hoping to see her again this weekend to find out more about her plans.  She looks after the church in the village so we spent Saturday morning helping with the children's club.  Again we were trying to teach English. 
It’s hard when you do not know the level the children are at before you arrive.  If numbers fail, try colours, and if that does not work, body parts will probably be OK and you can always sing “head, shoulders, knees and toes, knees and toes ... yes, they have even had me singing!

 

More from Chris’s Asian expedition in the next edition

In memory of Jane : Dougie’s Everest Marathon

 

Jane Rutherford Paton died very suddenly, aged 32, in February 2010. Her husband, Dougie Paton, established a fund in Jane's name with The Cardiomyopathy Association.  Thanks to the generosity of so many family members and friends, the fund has now reached almost £20,000, a fantastic response. Dougie writes : 
The work of the CMA is ongoing, and my long-term aim is to fund a specialist nurse who would provide care and advice to families affected by Cardiomyopathy.  I think that this would be an appropriate way for a fund in Jane's name to be used, in that it directly helps others, and helps those who most need support at a critical time in their lives.

 

In May 2014, I am undertaking a major piece of fundraising as I would like to build this fund by a further £20,000 if I can.  I will be attempting the Tenzing-Hillary Mount Everest Marathon - yes, you read that correctly!  This is a full marathon, which starts at Everest Base Camp (17,598ft) and finishes at the sherpa village of Namche Bazaar (11,306ft). It's a full-on course and takes around 9 hours to finish. 
There is a two-week hike to reach base camp before the race in order to properly acclimatize and the availability of oxygen at that level is around 50% of that at sea level.  It's definitely the most challenging event I have ever undertaken.

 

I'm hopeful that by undertaking such a large-scale event I will be able to raise a good amount of funds for the CMA.  I've set up a Just Giving webpage, and I would really appreciate your support in helping me to reach and hopefully exceed my fundraising target.  The address of the page is as follows : www.justgiving.com/dougie-paton-everest
 

Thank you in advance for any help that you can give, I really do appreciate it.  I’m also very open to any fundraising ideas that anyone may have – please do get in touch as I’d be delighted to hear from you!
Editor’s note : If you wish to contact Dougie, but don’t have contact details, please feel free to forward your e-mail via the church website.

Easter Egg-stras?

Although we have our own programme of Easter events, as set out on the back page, at Ale & Teviot, you may be interested in additional celebrations organised by other local churches. 

For the more energetic [!], the Cheviot Churches have a pilgrimage walk on Palm Sunday. It all starts at Hownam Hall with bacon rolls at 9.am, then a service ; coffee at Morebattle Institute at 10.45.am with a church service at 11.15.am ; lunch at the Barn Hall, Linton at 1.pm ; a service at Hoselaw Chapel at 3.pm ; and finishing at Yetholm with tea at 5.30.pm, followed by a service at 6.pm.

And the linked churches of Hobkirk & Southdean with Ruberslaw have a “sunrise service” on the summit of Ruberslaw at 7.am. A hot breakfast will be served afterwards at Denholm Church … richly deserved!! 
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During Holy Week, there is a Time of Reflection at 10.am every morning [Monday to Friday] in Jedburgh Old & Trinity. On Good Friday, a Walk of Witness, organised by Jedburgh Churches Together, leaves Old & Trinity at 10.45.am, ending at St John’s Centre for hot cross buns.

 

John Stainer’s

The Crucifixion
By Abbey Consort : Musical Director Colin Fox

Ancrum Kirk 

Good Friday, 18 April : 7.pm

Admission at the door by donation
Our Historical Heritage

The definitive history of Lilliesleaf was written by Rev Arthur Pollok Sym [1962-1946], minister of the parish from 1888 to 1928. In this first extract from his work, we learn that the present incumbent is not the first of that surname to serve Lilliesleaf, following “Roarin Willie” Campbell, whose 44 years in the parish merit a full chapter in Dr Sym’s book.

The vacancy at Lilliesleaf, owing to Mr Riddell's death, occurred on March 12 1760. Mr Campbell obtained from John, Duke of Roxburghe, a presentation in his favour, which on August 19 he produced to the Presbytery of Selkirk along with other documents. The appointment was sustained, and on October 16, 1760, William Campbell, to quote the Presbytery Minute, "was duly and lawfully admitted Minister of Lilliesleaf with all the solemnities used on such occasions." The book, or rather bundle of loose leaves, recording the church collections for the period contains the entry, "16th October, Collection at the Ordination, £3:7s.".

Thus began a ministry which was to last for almost 44 years. Mr. Campbell died on September 18, 1804, and was buried on the southern slope of our churchyard. The spot is marked by a reddish stone of obelisk shape with a long inscription recording his many excellent qualities. Exactly a century later the stone was repaired by his great- grandson, the late Rev George Green Gillan, DD, minister of Carmunnock. Mr Campbell's ministry was noted for several events.

In his time the old church grew unfit for worship through sheer decay, and in 1771 the present church was erected on a new and less picturesque site.  No more did his stentorian voice proclaim the Word from the little knoll in the midst of the churchyard. 
It is related that on Sacramental occasions, so many gathered that it became the practice to take out one of the windows and erect a temporary pulpit there, on which the minister took his place and preached both to those who were assembled within the building and to the no less numerous company outside.

Nor was it only in Lilliesleaf that his discourses were relished. In other parishes of the district, whenever he filled the "tent," or temporary pulpit, on Communion occasions, there was sure to be a large number of worshippers gathered to listen to his fervent appeals. 
In the Reminiscences of Yarrow, Dr Russell relates how the usual observation of the people after Mr. Campbell had preached was, "Eh, how he roared, and eh, how he swat!" One of Mr. Campbell's sermons was on Revelation 19.11 : "The white horse and its rider," and it became well known in the whole countryside as "Roaring Cawmill's white horse."  
It may have been that discourse which Mr Campbell was delivering in the Abbey Church of Melrose where the gallery came near the pulpit. In the front seat of the "loft" was a well-known character named "Taket," who showed disapproval of the strange minister reading his discourse, a practice which, by the way, Mr. Campbell, we believe, rarely followed. Noticing the too evident signs of the hearer's displeasure, he handed him the paper from the pulpit with the words, "Tak' it, man, Taket, tak' it, can do without it," and then went on with the sermon as fluently as ever.

It was not in the pulpit alone that Mr. Campbell excelled. His jovial and genial manner made him a favourite with all ranks when he visited, and he was a welcome guest alike in mansion and in cottage. One anecdote of his visitation is still preserved. When calling in the company of a clerical friend at a certain farm, he found that the mistress was away from home. A new serving-maid opened the door at his knock and asked who it was that had called, that she might tell her mistress.

"Never mind giving our names," said the minister, "just say that two of the Lord's trumpeters called."  To which the damsel replied, "Deed, I thocht ye maun be in that line ; for yer cheeks are gey sair swalled wi' blawin'."  The humour of the story is best appreciated by one who has [image: image7.png]76084  ~on
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seen the fine oil-painting
of the jocular divine [a copy is in the vestry].
As we have already noted, it was in Mr Campbell's
time
that the present church was built. One of the workmen was of an inquiring, perhaps even sceptical, turn of mind, and thus spoke to the minister, "Maister Cawmill, there's a thing that's lang been a puzzle to me. The Bible tells us that  Noah had a' manner o' beas' wi' him in the ark, an' twa o' them forbye.


“Noo I canna see hoo there wad be room for them. Thae elephants, noo, they tell me they're awfu' muckle craiturs. Hoo wad they win inside the door?" The minister
was not a bit nonplussed by the difficulty. "Hoots, man," he replied, "div ye no think that Noah cud tak' twa baby elephants?" "Weel, minister," said the man, "ye're a clever fella, ye'll just be richt. Dod, I never thocht o' that afore.
Of course in those days there was no railway, and the stage coach which ran from Edinburgh to Jedburgh, passing a few miles to the east of Lilliesleaf, was often crowded and stuffy. One hot day Mr. Campbell  appeared at the starting-point to travel homewards, but did not relish the company with whom he was expected to associate.
He bethought himself of a plan to get rid of his fellow-passengers. Casually remarking that he occasionally suffered from attacks of hydrophobia, a symptom of which was barking like a dog, he waited till the heat inside the ill-ventilated coach became stifling, and then began to yelp as if an acute attack were imminent. It was not long before he had the coach to himself and travelled for the rest of the way in comparative comfort.
A further extract will appear in the next edition.
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Ale & Teviot United Church : Summary of Accounts 2013
	
	
	2013
	2012

	Income
	Offerings and donations
	36217
	35261

	
	Tax recovered on gift aid
	4000
	4462

	
	Legacies
	0
	100

	
	Use of church premises
	1530
	1335

	
	Investment income
	34
	12

	
	Fund-raising etc
	2314
	3511

	
	TOTAL
	44095
	44681


	Expenditure
	Ministries & Mission
	36526
	27793

	
	Presbytery dues
	0
	1484

	
	Ministry expenses
	2508
	2980

	
	Pulpit supply & other wage costs
	9170
	8165

	
	Office expenses
	3279
	2244

	
	Building improvements & repairs
	10050
	10387

	
	Other building costs
	7972
	3571

	
	Professional fees etc
	1800
	1800

	
	Other expenses
	2297
	9495

	
	TOTAL
	73602
	67919


	Operating <DEFICIT> for year
	<29507>
	<23238>

	Refund of fabric expenses from “121”
	20382
	67850

	Overall surplus /  <DEFICIT> for year
	<9125>
	44612

	Balance of funds at year end
	64570
	73695


You can get the full Trustees Report & Accounts in church or online : www.aleandteviot.org.uk. 
Our Annual Meeting is in Eckford Village Hall, on Sunday 30 March at 10.30.am. Please come along and share your ideas on how we can take forward the work of God’s Kingdom in our parish.

Even from the above figures, it’s not hard to see that, in the medium to long term, our congregation will not be sustainable without a significant improvement. With this in mind, we are undertaking a programme this year to encourage deeper commitment to the Lord and His work.

More information in this and subsequent issues of GOOD NEWS. 

	PIRN HOUSE INTERIORS

Charlesfield, St Boswells. Tel : 01835-823014
[image: image8.wmf]
Pirn House Interiors provide professional interior design and curtain making services to customers across Scotland.
We also have a wide range of lamps and other gifts.

Within Pirn House Interiors we now have a cafeteria serving 
hot and cold food, specialising in locally-sourced produce and home baking.

 Pirn House Interiors is open 7 days a week, 10.am – 4.pm

Contact Avril Harris on 01835-823014 or 

http://www.pirn-house.co.uk/


An Open Letter from the Minister
I have great pleasure in inviting you to come along to our special Communion Services during May 2014, which will be a season of Celebration, Receiving and Giving … a season …

… to CELEBRATE the Good News : Jesus died and rose again to offer us, freely by grace, new life without end and without limit ; 

… to RECEIVE the blessings He died to bring us – His blood shed to set us free from guilt and condemnation ; and His body broken to restore us to wholeness of spirit, soul and body ;

… to GIVE ourselves afresh to Jesus, all we are and all we have ; to let Him give us His beauty for our ashes ; to renew our commitment to Jesus and to invest our time, our abilities and our resources into His Kingdom here on earth. 
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These special services will be held in each of our three churches, on the following dates and times 

Ancrum : Sunday 11 May : 10.am and 6.30.pm

Evening service with Healing Ministry

Lilliesleaf : Sunday 18 May : 11.30.am

Crailing : Sunday 25 May : 10.30.am

Whether you consider yourself a “member” at Ancrum, Crailing or Lilliesleaf, we are one united congregation, and so please do feel free to come along to whichever service suits you best. 
During this time we hope to welcome new friends, who would like to share with us in carrying on the work Jesus began of making God’s vision for the future of our nation and our world a reality – in seeing His Kingdom come, His will done on earth as it is in Heaven. 

We also hope to welcome back “old” friends [of all ages!] who, for whatever reason, have lost touch with the church in recent years.        If that applies to you, please do not be frightened or embarrassed to come back into our midst again, however long you’ve been away.     Far from it – we assure you of an especially cordial welcome. 
Indeed, we trust you will find that church has changed for the better. In terms of the buildings themselves, we have invested in more comfortable seating, plus improved heating and sound systems. 
However, and even more importantly, we have a wonderfully up-to-date message to share with you – a message of LIFE. 

I am only too aware that, for many people, the church building is associated with funerals and thoughts about death. 

Of course, we do believe that Jesus is the resurrection and the life, and that all who truly believe and trust in Jesus will spend eternity with Him in Heaven. That is part of the wonderful gospel truth.

But only part! We dare to preach that eternal life begins NOW!
We boldly and gladly proclaim the life-changing power – yes, in THIS life – of the love of God in Christ, who accepts us just as we are, but works with us by His Spirit to make us ever more like Him.

We are committed to help you, as Jesus said, to “enjoy life, in abundance, to the full, till it overflows” [John 10.10].

We aim to enable and equip you to walk in victory in every area of your life – health of spirit, soul and body ; joy and peace beyond mere human understanding ; fulfilment in godly relationships ; prosperity and generosity in material terms. 
This is the Good News of the gospel, and it is yours through Jesus!

Whether or not you have been in the habit of attending church in recent times, I would assure you that the Good News of New Life in Jesus is freely and unconditionally available to you, right now! 

Please do come along – and bring a friend!

All are welcome at the Table of the Lord Jesus
After each of these special communion services, there will be an opportunity to stay behind for a cuppa and a chat, or to browse through some interesting historical material about the church and the community, or simply to sit and pray quietly.

Faith and Patience – the Power Twins!
Message based on Hebrews 6, preached on 16 February 2014
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Morecambe & Wise. Marks & Spencer. Batman & Robin. Mince & Tatties. Fran & Anna. OK, maybe ignore that last one! Famous pairings that go together so well.  
In Hebrews 6.12, we find another pairing – faith and patience. Gloria Copeland calls faith and patience the Power Twins, and so they are. But, as most of us know, they’re not the easiest things to put into practice. Or even to understand properly.
Faith, for example. What, actually, is it? When we get on to look at Hebrews 11 we’ll study faith in more depth, but perhaps it’s easier if we come at it from the opposite direction and rule out what faith isn’t. Faith isn’t a naïve thing, whistling in the dark, wishful thinking, willingness to believe 100 impossible things before breakfast. 
To believe that the lottery ticket you buy is the one that, against all odds, will bring you the life-changing jackpot is not faith. Nor is it faith to assume that you can have a few glasses of wine, then go out and drive, and just because up to now you’ve neither had an accident nor incurred the wrath of the constabulary, you’ll be OK this time too. These things aren’t faith, they’re the stuff of crossed fingers and lucky rabbit’s feet – which certainly weren’t lucky for the rabbit.
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Faith can never be blind, a step into the unknown and unknowable. There has to be a reason for it, some solid content to put your faith in. Our 8-year-old grand-daughter has a strange and morbid delight in playing dentist games on the computer. 
She sits there at the desk, a wicked grin from ear to ear, and gets stuck in with her virtual drill, operating on her virtual patients – and, might I add, relishing their virtual screams of pain!
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Question. Would the fact that Amy plays a dentist game on computer with such horrific relish cause me to have faith in her ability to do my 6-monthly check-up and attend to any necessary business? 
Er, no! Love her to bits, but she ain’t going near my mouth with a drill any time soon! There is nothing to substantiate faith in her dentistry skills.
If you think about it, you and I practice a form of faith 50 times a day. Buy a pack of mushrooms out of the supermarket and you have faith that the type of mushroom you’re about to fry with your bacon and egg is an edible variety, and not one of the many types of fungus that will send you into the realms of the psychedelic or, worse, the catatonic. Go to the petrol station to fill up your car, and you have faith that the stuff you buy – dearly – is in fact unleaded petrol and not some other fluid that will make your precious vehicle’s engine blow up or seize up.
Day by day, many times a day, we practice a form of faith that what is presented to us is what it’s supposed to be, and we practice that faith because we have developed a degree of trust in the person or persons presenting it to us. To fill our petrol tank we trust the local BP station to make sure the stuff we buy does what it says on the pump. But we probably wouldn’t trust some shifty looking character coming round the doors in a white van peddling buckets of “petrol” at 50p a litre. 
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For mushrooms we trust a big supermarket to do its quality control. But if a bunch of strangers came round the door with odd-looking green, yellow and red fungus, we’d think twice about it. I hope. If not, I ain’t coming to you for dinner!
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In relationships, we have faith that the wife, husband or child we know and love and kissed goodnight, won’t by morning have turned into a psychopath, hovering over our peacefully slumbering form, drooling uncontrollably,  madly staring eyes, wielding a freshly-sharpened axe! OK, I’m being mischievous, but there’s a serious point. 
Faith isn’t a vague woolly off-the-wall thing that launches us into some sort of parallel universe beyond the bounds of reality. There are always reasons for faith, and Christian faith has a very solid foundation. It is based on the total consistency and impartiality of God’s love and grace
The rock-solid foundation of faith is that the God we see reaching out in the person of Jesus His Son to bring dramatic transformation to the lives of ordinary people in the noisy, crowded streets of Jerusalem or the dusty rural byways of Galilee is exactly the same God, with exactly the same heart, reaching out through the risen Jesus and His body on the earth, the church that bears His name and believes His Word, now.

To say we have faith in God is to say that we believe God is the same yesterday, today and forever ; that what God was pleased to do for and through Jesus then He is just as pleased to do for and through us now. We believe God loves us no less than He loved the people of Biblical times or indeed anybody else for that matter. Question. Have we got evidence to back up our faith? Yes, I think we have. Some of us have had a life-changing experience of a personal encounter with the Lord. 
For me, it happened in – of all places – Jerusalem, in God’s sense of humour, on a cultural day out during a footballing pilgrimage to watch Scotland play a World Cup tie in Israel. There was I, Sunday churchgoer but Monday to Saturday basket case, doing the tourist bit, Tartan Army T-shirt and camera round the neck, along the route Jesus took with the cross on Good Friday, through the crowded market places of the old city, and suddenly I got what it must have been like. 
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Not like something out of a John Wayne film, the people standing respectfully back as the condemned man made his last journey past the saloon at high noon, banjos twanging sympathetically in the background. Not at all. 
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Think of the crowds jeering and taunting, jostling and spitting, feral dogs licking the blood and sweat from His open wounds, flies attracted to the infection setting in. Think of the physical and mental pain, not just the wounds of the flesh but the rejection and desertion. 
It all became real in an instant, and it was as if I heard a voice say : And all this, Frank, I did for you. 
My personal journey from the pit to the pulpit began that day in 1981.

Revelation 12.11 says we overcome the devil and all his stinky works by the Blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony. So I have a personal testimony, and I’m only too pleased to share it, not to boast, but to encourage you if you’re struggling, if you’re not making sense of life, if you feel things are getting on top of you and you can’t see a way out. Jesus didn’t reach out to me because I deserved it, but because I needed it. It was nothing of me, and all of Him and His love and grace. 

And He loves you every bit as much as He loves me, so what He did for me, He will do for you, if you open the door 1 inch and let Jesus in. Then feed your faith by going to the Bible. Start with the four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. See what Jesus did for others, and – celebrating the glorious New Testament truth that God doesn’t do favouritism – give thanks that everything Jesus ever did for anyone else, He’d be only too pleased to do for you. 
Faith is trusting the Lord to be Himself – and He is love. To say that we have faith in God means that we have faith in His promises to us, which are all for our good.  So much for faith. Briefly, what is patience? It’s not patience if your life is going south faster than the Edinburgh to Heathrow shuttle, and you sit there with a British stiff upper lip, grin and bear it as if there’s not one thing you can do to change it. 
That’s not patience, that’s grim fatalism, and if you don’t get rid of it, it will kill off any last vestige of hope you have of seeing things change. Patience is handing over our concerns to God, once and for all, casting all our cares on Him as it says in 1 Peter 5.7, and leaving them there for God to deal with in His way, in His timetable. I know patience isn’t easy to develop. When things went wrong in my first church, and I was on the job hunt, I could have bopped the next person who chirped : Just wait upon the Lord. Anyone here identify with that?

If we have a problem, the first thing we do is go digging in the Bible to find a promise of Scripture that deals with that problem. That does require a bit of effort on our part, but it is for our own benefit because when we find that promise from God, it builds up our faith and encourages us. We have faith that God is who He says He is, and does what He says He will do, and so we can just hand over the problem and expect Him to be true to His loving nature. 
OK, so what if it doesn’t happen in 15 minutes? Don’t keep reminding God of the problem, as if He had His hearing-aid out first time! 
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Anyone here know how children try to wear you down by asking the same question all over again? Can we go out to McDonalds at the weekend? Yes. Then 10 times a day they go back over the same question – are we still going to McDonalds at the weekend? Aaaaargh!!!!
How do you feel about your promise being doubted? How do you think God feels when we doubt His promises? Don’t keep reminding God of the problem. He heard you first time and His answer was yes! 
Keep reminding yourself of the promise in the Word that deals with the problem and, however long it takes for the answer to come through, you’ll stay in faith, you’ll be relaxed and not stressed. That’s faith and patience, the power twins.  

Weekly sermons available to download and print on the church website

Acknowledgements for images :

Batman & Robin : © hmcoloringpages.com
High Noon :  © myfavoritewesterns.com
Good Friday : 'Simon of Cyrene Is Compelled to Bear the Cross' (1896), by James J. Tissot, © joyfulheart.com

A story for the children … Stan gets back on the rails
Many, many years ago there was an old steam engine called Stan. Stan worked very hard each day pulling train loads of passengers on the country branch lines, and all the children along the route of the railway loved to see Stan rushing past, billowing clouds of steam and smoke high into the sky, tooting his whistle as he went.
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Until that awful day when the Man Who Ran The Railway decided that steam engines were just too old and too dirty to do the job any more.  

They were to be taken off the railway and replaced by shiny sleek new diesel and electric trains. 
Which was all very well, but what about poor old Stan? Sadly, there was to be no happy retirement for Stan. The day after his last run with the passengers – who, of course, were all sad to see him go – Stan was coupled to one of the new-fangled diesels and towed far away from his home tracks … and taken to a SCRAPYARD!! 
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Where, after years of faithful service to his passengers, Stan was left to rust and fall apart! What a way to treat a grand old man of the rails! 
For years, Stan stood, miserably, among a whole bunch of other old engines, also dumped in the scrapyard, forgotten, unloved, unwanted.

Or maybe not. As Stan sat, sad and bored, out in the rain and wind and snow, his firebox cold, bits falling off him into the weeds beneath his wheels, plans were afoot to rescue him. Stan knew nothing of this, of course, and was in too bad a mood to notice, or pay much attention, when a bunch of people he didn’t know kept coming to the scrapyard, walking round his rotting hulk, writing something on his side.

All unknown to Stan, a group of people who liked old steam engines, and wanted to see them back on the rails again, had chosen Stan for a whole new start. Very early one day, a huge big lorry and trailer arrived at the scrapyard … and, much to Stan’s surprise, he found himself being tied up with strong metal chains and lifted on to the trailer!
Off the lorry and trailer went, out of the scrapyard, through the streets of the town, and as the people of the town opened their curtains and looked out of their windows, bowls of corn flakes and mugs of coffee in hand, they saw Stan being taken to a new home, far away.

Just before dark, after a long slow journey – in my day, Stan thought to himself, I could have done this trip in two hours! – the lorry and trailer stopped outside a great big shed. The chains were taken off and Stan was parked in the shed – snug and warm on a cold night.
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The next morning, some people arrived at the shed and began to give Stan the makeover to end all makeovers! Every part of him was repaired, cleaned, polished, all with tender loving care. 

Bits that had fallen off or been broken were replaced by new shiny parts. Ever so slowly, after ever so much work, Stan started to look like his old self again – and feel like his old self again. 
Finally, the big day came. Stan was back on the rails, black paintwork gleaming so bright you could see your reflection on him. Best of all, his boiler was full of water, his tender was full of coal, a fire in the grate, a driver and fireman on the footplate. Could it be? After over 40 years?

With a loud blast on his whistle and clouds of hissing steam, the impossible dream came true. Chuff-chuff-TOOOOOOT!!!! Stan moved off from the shed, heading smoothly toward a packed station platform where some lovely shiny red-and-cream carriages waited for him.
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The crowds on the station platform clapped and cheered as a very proud and happy Stan pulled his first load of passengers for such a long time. All those years wasted, lonely, unloved and forgotten in the scrapyard were over. Someone cared enough to give Stan a new start! And now, he was going to make the most of it. TOOT-TOOT!!
© 2014 C A Graham

***

Ed’s Note : I’m happy to say this is a TRUE story! Stan – to give him his full title : BR Standard Class 4 No. 76084 – has been brought back to life and my grandson Connor and I were there to share his big day! You can find out more about “Stan” on www.standard4.com/
But here’s a thought. If YOU’VE ever felt lonely, unloved or forgotten on the scrapheap of life, there is One who will DEFINITELY save you. At Easter, Jesus did all it takes, and paid all it costs, to get your life back “on track” again. Jesus WILL give you His beauty for your ashes [Isaiah 61.3] and restore the years the locusts have eaten [Joel 2.25]. 

And … Jesus’ love and grace toward you will never run out of steam!!!  
Around the local schools … Ancrum 

Active Schools : All the children have been taking part in badminton, rugby and fitness activities since August. Kevin Barrie has just finished a block with P4/5 looking at healthy eating, exercise and making healthy choices. He is now doing rugby training with both classes.

Generation Science visited the school a couple of weeks ago to teach the children about water in a fun and exciting way. On the cultural front, Shona Mooney has been teaching the P4/5 pupils weekly how to play the tin whistle. The Hawick Museum staff also paid us a visit to help us learn more about Ancient Egypt.
Kayley Heard [P.5] has taken on a sponsored walk from Ancrum to Jedburgh and back for Arthritis Research, in honour of the late Andy Bathgate. You can support Kayley through sponsor sheets in Ancrum Pantry, or online : http://www.justgiving.com/kayleywalks.
Sadly, we’ve recently said goodbye to two of the children, but we send our fondest best wishes to Lucy, who’s now at Langlee, and Terri, who has gone to Howdenburn. You’ll always have a place in our hearts.

The Easter service is in Ancrum Church on Friday 4 April at 9.30.am 

Around the local schools … Lilliesleaf

Principal Teacher : We welcome Mr Jamie Wallace, who in 2014 has taken over the role of Principal Teacher at Lilliesleaf. Mr Wallace, who was at Ancrum a few years ago as acting Principal Teacher, teaches the middle school class and is a very welcome member of the team .

Selkirk Festival of Dance : All three classes took part in the recent Festival of Dance for the Selkirk area primary schools at Philiphaugh – and all our three groups performed their creative dances brilliantly! Well done to all who planned, choreographed and participated!

After-school football : With the lighter nights now back in, the football training has restarted on Friday afternoons with Mr Zimmerman, with occasional matches against other schools in the area.

The Easter service is in Lilliesleaf Kirk on Friday 25 April at 11.am 
	P & S DORRICOTT

Ironmongers, Fancy Goods and Garden Sundries

53 High Street, Jedburgh. 

Tel : 01835-862423

Raleigh Cycles now available

 You’ll be amazed at our range, low prices & unbeatable service!

	BONJEDWARD GARAGE
Kelso Road, Jedburgh TD8 6SL

Tel / Fax 01835 : 863307

* Sales ** Servicing ** Repairs *

IF YOU HAVE A CAR WITH A PROBLEM … WE CAN HELP!

We carry out MOT testing servicing & repairs on all makes of vehicles including most leased vehicles. 

We carry stock of tyres & operate fast fitting of exhausts at very competitive rates.

We now have air-conditioning testing and recharging facilities at very competitive rates

IF YOU HAVE A CAR WITHOUT A PROBLEM …

WE CAN HELP KEEP IT THAT WAY! 



	J. & J. LAW, Timber Merchants

Stobs, Posts, Rails, Battens, Panels, Trellis Fencing etc

Standing or roadside timber always required

Lilliesleaf Sawmill, Melrose TD6 9JP

Tel : 01835-870373 or 01835-830363


Christian Aid Week 2014
Christian Aid Week is approaching, and once again I appeal to all residents of our parish, whatever your religious persuasion, to dig deep to help those who are least able to help themselves. 

As creation waits, as Paul writes, in eager expectation for the children of God to stand up, be counted, and rule over all the earth, according to His Word and not mere human opinions, we have power to change things for good, here and now – the power of money, rightly used. 

Money is a resource entrusted to us by God, enabling us, through our generous giving, to share in releasing people from suffering, whether from earthquakes, droughts, floods, or political upheaval. 

Ale & Teviot parish has always supported Christian Aid Week well, and although we cannot undertake a door-to-door collection this year, we trust that the community will continue to support this worthy cause. 

A Christian Aid Week envelope is enclosed with this magazine, and you may bring the completed envelope to any church service, or hand it to any church attender, or send it to Freepost, Christian Aid … or indeed give on-line at http://www.christianaid.org.uk/scotland/
It’s a sobering truth that there is more than enough food in the world for everyone, but 1 in 8 people will go to bed hungry tonight … so this Christian Aid Week will focus on projects around the world that are supporting communities to find ways to not only survive but to thrive, with enough food to eat not just today but tomorrow.
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‘The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer… in whom I take refuge.’ [2 Samuel 22:2-3]
For a growing number of people across the world, the horror of war is a part of daily life. Right now, fuelled by the devastating violence in both Syria and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, the numbers of people driven from their homes by war is on the rise.

It stands at 42 million people – an appalling statistic and a stain on the conscience of humanity. We can’t turn our backs. We must act now. 

The good news is that your church can make a real difference. 

Last year, a magnificent 20,000 churches across the country helped raise over £12m for Christian Aid Week. This Christian Aid Week (11–17 May 2014) we want to go even further. 
We want every church in Britain and Ireland to get involved : whether by giving, acting or praying. Together we can send people living in fear this message: you are not alone. We’re with you, helping you to rebuild your lives, and working for peace. 

Imagine what such an expression of love would mean to people searching for the strength to cope with the devastation of war, and how it could help to drive out their fear.

Demonstrate God’s love for those living in poverty and show how much good the church is doing in the world this Christian Aid Week.

Together we can reach the 42 million people caught up in conflict and help them live a life free from fear.

Could you provide the gift of hope? 
£15 could provide blankets for refugee children to protect them from bitter night-time temperatures.

£40 could provide enough good quality and nutritious food for two refugee children for a month.

£150 could help us provide specialist emotional support for a child deeply traumatised by the horror of war that they’ve witnessed or experienced.
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Be an instrument of God’s peace. 

Give, act and pray this 
Christian Aid Week
See more : www.caweek.org
Not just on Sunday mornings …

In all our churches, there is a Prayer Box near the door, and Prayer Cards are provided for prayer requests, anonymously if you prefer. 
A Devotional Diary is produced monthly, available at the church door, with a prayer point for every day, accompanied by three suggested Bible readings. You can also download this on-line

Prayer & Bible Study continues to meet on alternate Mondays in the Manse and is studying the second letter to the Corinthians. We are finding it to be a rewarding time as we share our thoughts on the passage each time. Although numbers are small everyone is welcome to join us for a time of fellowship study and prayer
Tuesday Girls : A time of fellowship, prayer and discussion especially for the ladies, in The Manse on alternate Tuesdays at 7.pm. At present we are taking a closer look at the lives of the 12 apostles. There is also an – optional! – opportunity to “pray and weigh”!
The Church of Scotland’s magazine “Life and Work” is available in all our church buildings to take away for a leisurely read at home, and to pass on to someone else. Also available, free of charge, are regular newsletters from various ministries worldwide. Enjoy!

On-line Sermons : You can download and print Sunday sermons from the website. Go to the “news” page and browse “sermons”.

Healing : Alexis and Frank will gladly make ourselves available to offer healing ministry – please e-mail or phone. 
Please … let Frank know if you, or anyone you know, is going into hospital, or otherwise may be in need a pastoral visit. It’s always better to be told twice than not at all! Many thanks for your help!
Finally, to help those who live outwith walking distance of the church, and have no car, to attend Sunday services, Transport Co-ordinators have now been appointed for each of the three places of worship. 

If you need a lift to church, contact your local Transport Co-ordinator.  A day or two’s notice is helpful : Ancrum : Margaret Smith, 864378 ; Crailing : Joe Hannaford, 850779 ; Lilliesleaf : Mary Jones, 870306.
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MEN’S SHED- JEDBURGH
The local community needs your help to kick start this new project. 
A local place for local men to share skills, banter and creativity.
We urgently require donations of unwanted tools, woodworking material, paint, varnish, screws and nails etc etc …

Contacts for collection: 01835 862565 or call in to Borders Voluntary Older
People’s Services, 5 High Street, Jedburgh : email info@bvops.org
Blythswood Care : Uplift of good used clothes etc

Blythswood Care uplift clothing, non-perishable foodstuffs, bric-a-brac and small items of furniture for needy people in Eastern Europe. Larger items of furniture may also be accepted, by arrangement – please call 0141-882-0585 or 07947-617047. Monthly uplift dates are as follows :

MONDAYS : 7 April, 5 May, 2 June, 7 July, 4 August
Galashiels  
Asda Car Park               
2.00-2.30.pm


Melrose

Rugby Club


3.00-3.30.pm


Selkirk

West Port Car Park

4.00-5.00.pm 

TUESDAYS : 8 April, 6 May, 3 June, 8 July, 5 August
Hawick

Morrisons Car Park

9.00-9.45.am 

Jedburgh

Bus Station Car Park
10.15-10.45.am 

Kelso

Knowes Car Park

11.15-11.45.am
	Photography for every occasion

Chris Morrison

10 Muirhouselaw, Maxton, Melrose TD6 0RH
01835-823561

	LILLIESLEAF GOLF COURSE

[2½ miles west of Lilliesleaf]

Lilliesleaf Golf Course is a fun course for the less discerning golfer. Dress is informal, and dogs and children are welcome at all times.

The course is made up of 11 challenging holes, one par 5, seven par 4's, and three par 3's. In total the course measures 2563 yards.

Hazards include trees, water and bunkers. Occasionally additional hazards may appear from time to time.

Membership fee : £175 per year

Visitors : £10.00 per person per round ; £15 each per person per day
Visitors (evenings after 5pm) : £5.00 per person

Guests of members : £5 per person per round

Juniors (under 16 on 1st May): half the above prices

Membership: £175

Dress informal ; dogs & children welcome

Membership : £100

Green fees : £5 [Mon – Fri] ; £10 [Sat – Sun]

Under 16 years on 1 May 2012 : half-price

Club / trolley hire : £5 including balls and tees

Buggy hire : £10 for 9 holes ; £15 for 18 holes ; £20 per day

Contact Norman on 01835-870733 or 07831-144037

Dimpleknowe, Lilliesleaf, Melrose TD6 9JU
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Guild

The Guild would like to place on record the marvellous service that Carmen Martin has given over the last few years. It has been very much appreciated, and she is due a well earned rest, though she will still to continue as treasurer, with Joan Hodges acting as secretary, and Catherine Rogerson as minute secretary.

Janet Harrison will manage Projects, and for the next 12 months Margaret Dorricott and Margaret Smith will act as conveners in the hope that someone will step forward to fill this position in the following session, 2015/2016. Ancrum Guild will host the Jedburgh East Presbyterial Council Rally in Ancrum Church on Wednesday 4 June. 
Our next session begins on Monday 1 September and at the moment we are trying to put together an interesting programme, Everyone will be made very welcome at this and  future meetings. We look forward to seeing you all there – past, present and future members.

Ancrum After-church Refreshments

[image: image26.wmf]The serving of coffee and tea after church continues to be very popular, and gives people time to chat and catch up with everyone instead of rushing off home. Any offers to help on the rota will be most welcome, please speak to Joan Hodges. Thank you!
Your support also helps others in need … we were able to send some £250 to the Philippines Disaster Relief out of donations received on Sunday mornings.

For all your Sound System / Public Address requirements

Contact Dave Angus at 

DA Audio, 19 Forrest Avenue, Galashiels TD1 1JS

01896-758703

Contractors for Ale & Teviot United Church

From the new treasurer
Hello everyone.   First of all I would like to thank Harold for all the hard work he has put in over the years looking after the Churches’ finances.   He has handed over sheaves of papers, advice and a large green dispatch box to keep everything together. 
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The year ahead will be a steep learning curve for me but I am sure that the good Lord will help me to get things right and keep me cool in the face of changing rules from HMRC concerning “employees” and Gift Aid.   
I have already received our stock of Weekly Freewill Offering envelopes for the year beginning this July. They are larger than the ones you are used to and I urge all who regularly attend our services to request a set of these envelopes. 
Many of us give to the Church regularly by Standing Order direct from our bank accounts.  But if you are like me and do not like to pass the plate during the uplift of the offering in the services without putting something in, may I suggest that you also request a pack of envelopes.   They are ideal for holding the loose change we often gather through the week and can then be placed in the offering on a Sunday.  It is amazing how much this can add up to over a year.   
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This is also valuable for those who Gift Aid their offerings, as the envelopes have a number on them which is unique to the individual giver and so these small amounts can also be included in the Gift Aid total for which we claim 25 pence for every £1 given by those of us who pay Income tax.  An extra £1 of change per week given in this way will bring the Church an extra £13 from the Chancellor in a year.   
So please, if you are a tax-payer, make sure that you have filled in a Gift Aid Declaration form. The forms have changed recently, so I suggest that you fill in a new one and get it to me as soon as you can. These are available at the church door, or directly from me.    
Also available is a new Standing Order form for any of you who feel that you would like to donate directly to Ale & Teviot on a regular (preferably monthly) basis, direct from your Bank account. If you already do this – thank you! and perhaps you might like to review your giving and fill in the new form if you wish to change your instructions.

Finally, if you are using the coffee jar and / or the Smarties tube fund raising initiative and are a tax-payer, please remember to put your name on the full jar / Smarties tube when you hand it in so that we can claim Gift Aid on the contents.
Thank you for your patience and for taking the time to read this. I look forward to a good year for our Church financially. I know how generous our members are in their giving. I shall strive to keep the “books” in good order and will be happy to answer any questions any of you may have about the Church finances – as far as my knowledge will allow!

Tony Rae
Editor’s Note : I join with Tony in thanking Harold for his 20+ years as Treasurer, and with the rest of us in thanking Tony for being so willing to take over the job! Now, about Smarties … you can pick up a tube of this popular sweetie at the church door. Enjoy, with our compliments – and you’ll find the empty tube is just the right size for spare 20p coins! You can also pick up sticky labels for your used coffee jars – perfect for collecting small change that otherwise just clogs up your purse, pocket or whatever. Many thanks for your help.

The Church of Scotland Policy Statement

Ensuring a Safe Church for All
[image: image29.wmf]The Church of Scotland has a deep concern for the wholeness and wellbeing of each individual. It seeks to safeguard the welfare of all people, regardless of age, who come into contact with the Church and its organisations. The Church affirms the responsibility of each individual within its fellowship to prevent harm or abuse of any type – physical, sexual or emotional – especially if this is directed toward children, young people, or vulnerable adults
Friday Club

Friday Club continues to be a manic hour for the adults but fun for the children.  The youngsters come each week bursting with excitement and it’s a privilege to share Bible stories with them.  The ‘Friends and Heroes’ DVDs are a real success and the supporting material is good.

The club is in the process of setting up a sponsorship with the charity ‘Compassion UK’ to help lift a child from poverty and give them some of the opportunities our children take for granted. Compassion UK works through local churches in poor communities around the world. 

We could not manage the Club each week without the help of the three teenagers Claire, Nikki, Mhairi and occasional friend.  Anna Gilmour and Jean Parkinson are also a great help.  A big “thank you” to all our supporters from John and Elaine.

***

Riddell Fiddles 

We hope to have a “Songs of Praise” led by the ever-popular Riddell Fiddles, at Lilliesleaf Kirk on Communion Sunday, 18 May at 6.30.pm. This will form part of the “Giving for Growth” celebrations at Lilliesleaf that weekend, and tea and coffee will be available afterwards.
***

Sporting Connections
Some of our elders have very sporting relatives! Warm congratulations to Rosemary Grieve’s nephew Stuart Easton, who has clawed his way back from a life-threatening racetrack accident to become 2013 British Superbike Champion. In addition, Stuart was recently honoured with the Borders Sports Personality of the Year award. Well done, Stuart!
Meanwhile, it’s not beyond the bounds of possibility that we could see Myra Hope’s niece Lucy Hope swimming for Scotland in the Glasgow Commonwealth Games. Lucy, 17, manages to combines a formidable training regime with studying for important exams. Go, Lucy, go!!  
And Emily Galbraith [daughter of John] will compete at the prestigious Badminton horse trials again this year, with the possibility of qualifying for a spot in the World Equestrian Games! Go for it, Emily! 
Mr Douglas Stott, 1947-2014

Tribute by Rev Pip Blackledge, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Melrose

Douglas was born a Souter, to Mary and Bert on 19 January 1947, younger brother to Sheila and later, older brother to Billy. Much of his childhood was in rural Derbyshire, where Douglas discovered a love of the traditional boyhood activities – climbing trees and general messing about. He was fond of practical jokes, particularly at the expense of his cousin Margaret who, whenever she visited, rarely went to bed without an apple pie sheet or a hairbrush under the duvet – even in later life. 

From there, Douglas’ father took up the bakery in Selkirk. Coming from a rural setting, Douglas embraced the life of the town, making many lifelong friends along the way. He had a gift of remembering people’s names, and launched himself with enthusiasm into every sort of club and activity. He recorded much of this, due to his love of photography. He was always a people person, an organiser and a sportsman. 
He organised parties, Young Farmers events, trips to Twickenham or Murrayfield. He played rugby. He was involved in the rifle club, running, cycling, mixed hockey and was chairman of Gala squash club for many years. He had a gift of making new friends without forgetting old ones. Perhaps his rural upbringing made him realise the value of friends and company, and to be his friend was to feel valued, feel appreciated.

Douglas formed at one point the Bachelor’s Club, a group of men who had not yet married. It didn’t’ last long. One by one they fell, until Douglas fell under the auspices of Agnes Wilson, a co-worker with the mother of Douglas’ great friend Malcolm. The Bachelor’s Club was no more. Agnes and he were married in Falkirk on Sunday 2nd April 1978, and settled in to married life in their first home in Ladylands, Selkirk.   

Douglas always loved a project, and on a cycling trip he found the house in Lilliesleaf for sale – a project which he would launch himself into, renovating both house and garden. When the family business closed, undeterred, indomitable, Douglas took up a course in Fashion Design of all things – funded by a part-time job in Dingleton. He was a great motivator to those who were perhaps of less industrious habits! 

Just after this, about 15 years ago, Douglas suffered a stroke which debilitated him greatly. It was only through his own dogged determination, and through Agnes’ undying devotion, that he was able to recover almost all of what he had lost physically, and through Agnes’ care, and his own inner strength, he conquered many of the demons which affect someone who has suffered through such a disability. 

Douglas was a man at ease with himself, determined to do things, help people, know people and enjoy them. There was a child-like innocence about Douglas. Although he and Agnes had no children, he had an affinity with them. Especially, he made great pals with [Pip’s] own son Gavin. In fact all the children in the church knew his name – because he knew theirs. He took the time to know them. 
He was instrumental in getting the primary school involved in planting bulbs in the church yard, and had plans to involve them further.  He set up the church men’s group, and ran a B&B, volunteered in the local school and did any number of things which would have intimidated anyone who had not had a stroke, never mind anyone who did. 

He was, truly, a good news person, he brought a kindness, a joy and an enthusiasm to everything that he did. He was never heard to say anything against anyone, he wasn’t really interested in carping or criticising, just doing new things, having new ideas. He was hugely supported in that by Agnes, and would have been first to say, that with a lesser woman, his life would have been much worse. His latter months had a happiness and a dignity which is testament to them both. 

In the Beatitudes Jesus said : How blessed are the meek, how blessed are the peacemakers, how blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. In these words, it was as though Jesus was talking directly to Douglas. He was all of those things, he knew his need of God, he was humble in the true sense, he was merciful, he was pure in heart, and he was indeed a child of God. 

At the end of one of the services, Douglas came to [Pip] clutching the liturgy booklet, and said with a smile on his face, “I love this”. It was a prayer of thanksgiving, and the bit he really loved said : Father of all, we give you thanks and praise that when we were still far off you met us in your Son and brought us home. Well congratulations, Douglas. He’s brought you home. May you rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen. 



Up to and including 7 March 2014

Funerals

21 November
Mr Tam Young
Jedburgh
Linton, Blair Avenue

22 November
Mrs Joan McAdam
Crematorium 
Knowesouth : formerly Lanton Mill
25 November
Mr Bob Short

Ancrum
3 Myres Croft Road
29 November
Mrs Isabella “Donnie” Finlayson

Jedburgh
Milfield Gardens

16 December
Mrs Evelyn Paterson
Crematorium 
1 Richmond Row

27 January
Mr William Shaw

Crailing
Smithy Cottage

29 January
Mr Douglas Stott

Melrose
Easter Cottage, Lilliesleaf


Service conducted by Rev Pip Blackledge
7 February
Mrs Sheila Tolbert

Crematorium
Plenderleith Court, Kelso

25 February
Mr Kenneth Hogg

Lilliesleaf
3 Burnhead Road, Hawick

Baptisms
9 February
Ollie Cairns Smail, son of

Ancrum
Craig & Kim [Carruthers], Bonjedward Townhead

16 February
Frederick David John Forster, son of

Lilliesleaf
David & Lynsey [Rae], Lily House

23 February
Libby Margaret Newton, daughter of

Crailing
Ross & Julie [Linton], 86 Abbotseat, Kelso



Friday 4 April : School End-of-term Service 

Ancrum Kirk at 9.30.am 
Maundy Thursday, 17 April
United Communion at Lilliesleaf : 7.pm

Good Friday, 18 April : Ancrum Kirk : 7.pm 

Stainer’s “Crucifixion”, by Abbey Consort. 
Easter Sunday, 20 April
ALL-AGE services at Ancrum [10.am] and Lilliesleaf [11.30.am]

Crailing : Songs of Praise, 6.30.pm : with Jedforest Instrumental Band

Friday 25 April : School Easter Service
Lilliesleaf Kirk at 11.am
[image: image30.wmf]
Acknowledgement : http://gospelgifs.com
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���








� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���





� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���





� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���











[image: image31.png]


[image: image32.jpg]


[image: image33.png]


[image: image34.png]


[image: image35.png]


[image: image36.png]


[image: image37.png]


[image: image38.png]


[image: image39.jpg]


_1454235123.bin

_1454864683.bin

_1454865188.bin

_1454828856.bin

_1251708120.doc
[image: image1.png]






