15 November 2015 : God’s Insurance Policy in Dangerous Times : Psalm 91  
Have you noticed how many TV adverts there are for insurance – and how annoying they usually are?? Russian meerkats I can just about put up with, but tenors with permed handlebar moustaches, no. And as regards the bizarre one set to that awful Pussycat Dolls song, the temptation to hurl a brick through the screen is almost irresistible. You’ll see the devil at the shops for a snow shovel and anti-freeze before I’ll buy that product!
In the chaotic mess that is the filing system in my office, there is a bulging yellow file which contains insurance policies of all sorts, for everything from home contents to vacuum cleaners, but, useful as these are, the best insurance policy of all is found not on a website nor a TV advert, but in a book that most of us have somewhere around our house. 

We heard the benefits of it a few minutes ago, in the words of Psalm 91 and they truly are fully comprehensive. Better yet, the premiums for lifetime enjoyment of this policy have already been paid in full. Today I’d like to remind us of the protection freely provided by God for His people to enjoy, without cost to us – something of immediate importance in the wake of what happened in Paris over the weekend.
First question. Who benefits under this policy? Those who go to God Most High for safety. 
You see, we have a choice. We can choose to set sail into life under our own steam, he said, merrily mixing nautical metaphors, living off our own wits, trusting in our own ingenuity, crossing our fingers and hoping for the best, singing, I did it my way. 

Or we can choose to recognise that the Frank Sinatra routine has its limitations, and look to someone who’s got a lot more wisdom, a lot more experience, a lot more power, than we have, to guide us along life’s way. Someone who, in the words of another psalm, 23, is committed to ensure that I have everything I need. 

Someone who will let me rest in green pastures, and lead me to calm water. Someone who will give me new strength, and lead me on the right paths. Someone who will serve me a six-course dinner right in front of my enemies, who will fill my cup to overflowing, whose goodness and love are with me every day of my life. The Lord, who is my shepherd.

Let me ask you this. When the fur and hair starts flying, when it’s all kicking off around you, when there’s question marks over your job, your health, you family, do you really want to take all that on your own shoulders? Or would you not rather ask your Dad for help, your heavenly Father, who made the entire universe with a word of authority?
Would you not rather take advantage of His offer to cast all your cares and anxieties on Him, because He cares for you? Do you really believe you’re better qualified to meet all your own needs than God is? Do you seriously think you can do a better job than God? Why worry yourself sick because you can’t cope, when God, who can, is stretching out His loving Fatherly arm to embrace you and take the stress away from you? Why struggle on in your own weakness rather than rely on God’s strength? Father is waiting patiently for you to come to Him for His safety, protection, provision. 
His own Son, Jesus, spoke many a wise word on this very subject. Words like : Don’t worry and say, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ The people who don’t know God keep trying to get these things, and your Father in heaven knows you need them. Seek first God’s kingdom and what God wants. Then all your other needs will be met as well. [Matthew 6.31-33]

Focus on getting to know God better, and He’ll meet all your needs through His glorious riches in Christ Jesus. He has promised that in His Word, and God isn’t like us, He does not, and indeed cannot, lie. We mentioned insurance policies earlier on, and what you can sometimes find is small print – you know the sort of thing, you claim will only be valid if  you were struck by a left-handed bolt of lightning, and not in a month with an R in it.

There is no small print with God. He is Father. He loves you unconditionally. He sent His Son as a sacrificial offering to reconcile us, exactly as we are, warts and all, to Him, and now He is committed by the integrity and authority of His own promise, to take care of His children in every way. Not just to let us into Heaven when our time on this earth is through, but to meet our every need, every day of this life here on earth as well.

So, how do you qualify to receive God’s promises? Three things. One, do you breathe? That’s a good start! Second, have you ever done or said or thought anything you know you shouldn’t have done or said or thought? Don’t panic. The correct answer to that is yes! Jesus said that He didn’t come to save the righteous, but the sinner, and you and I qualify under that heading, big time! Finally, do you want God in your life?

And by that, I don’t mean, a little bit of God thinly spread like a scraping of margarine over an otherwise secular lifestyle. I mean, do you want to say to Him, honestly, in the words of Psalm 91.2 : You are my place of safety and protection. You are my God and I trust you. If you haven’t already made that decision, there will never be a better time. Jesus gave His life on the cross to give you new life. Today is a very good day to receive it
Because the minute you make that commitment, God makes a commitment too. Look at v.3 : God will save you from hidden traps and from deadly diseases. If you watch the television news, you will be informed repeatedly and without fail that these are dangerous times. Whether it’s terrorists, drunk drivers, climate change, new and deadly viruses, even good old bacon, we’re left with the impression that we’re taking our life in our hands getting out of bed in the morning. But then lying in bed all day would kill us too!

One day they tell you to steer clear of fatty foods, they next day they tell you that, without fat, your brain seizes up. I’m surprised we’ve all managed to live as long as we have, with all these jolly tidings getting pumped into our little heads day in and day out! The great thing is, if you’ve decided to walk with God, He will protect you. Dad promised!

Psalm 91.9-11 : The LORD is your protection ; you have made God Most High your place of safety. Nothing bad will happen to you ; no disaster will come to your home. He has put his angels in charge of you to watch over you wherever you go. God promises to keep you safe from accident and disease, and he has a squad of angels on the job right now to take care of it. Of course, God will also guide you into wisdom. Don’t start playing chicken with the trains on the Borders Railway just to keep those angels out of mischief! 
And just because Jesus said to believers in Mark 16 that you can drink any deadly thing and it will not harm you, don’t go out tonight to a bar and hoover up 6 potent cocktails!! Don’t get cocky. There is a difference between faith and stupidity! The promises of God are there to help us and protect us as we go about fulfilling God’s call on our life. 

This may come as a surprise to some of you, but you are no accident. God has put you in this place, at this moment, for a purpose that He planned before time began. God delights to bless you, not just for your own enjoyment, but to be a blessing to others. God delights to see you walk in His miraculous gifts of health, prosperity and protection not just so you can have a nice life, but so that your life can be a sign to other people of what they’re missing by not following Jesus as Lord. You are an ambassador of Heaven. 
And you can carry out that vital role in the ordinary places of life. God doesn’t call everyone to be full-time ministers. In a church full of clergy, you might find that, when all’s said and done, there’d be a lot more said than done!! Paul wrote to the church in Corinth that the church is the body of Christ, that each of us is a part of that body, but not everyone has to be the mouth! A body that’s all mouth doesn’t bear thinking about!

Joking aside, you may not be called to be an ordained minister, but you most certainly do have a calling to ministry – maybe at work, where you develop a reputation as a hard worker, honest, even-tempered, refusing to join in gossip and backbiting, honouring and respecting colleagues from the managing director to the cleaner equally, a person that can be trusted with confidences, who will listen and encourage rather than judge. 

It may be in the community round about you, where you get involved and quietly do what needs to be done without seeking attention for yourself, where you are the one that people know they can go to with a problem and you will help without wanting anything in return. These are way of being ambassadors for Jesus that we can all aim at, shining examples of what being a Christian is all about, and pointing beyond ourselves to Him. 

And it’s pretty obvious that we’re better able to serve God safe and fit and well, than lying on our back in a hospital bed. The blessings of Psalm 91 help to ensure the faithful witness of His people, supernaturally protected against the devil’s mischief as we go about the business of God’s Kingdom. And they are blessings dearly bought. You know Galatians 3.13-14 well by now : it was the offering of Jesus as a sacrifice that set the followers of Jesus free from the curse of this world and enabled us to enjoy God’s blessing.
It was Jesus who bought and paid for your freedom, your deliverance, your protection, your healing, your safety in these troubled times. Jesus endured the pain for us to have the gain. That’s God’s grace to you and me. Now, I encourage you to activate the benefits. If you have not already done so, say YES to Jesus today and watch your life change. 

And even if you’ve been walking with Him all your life, I encourage you to take the words of Psalm 91, stick them on your fridge, and remind yourself regularly of how the Lord is looking after you. Read them out loud. That helps plant them in your mind and in your heart, and builds faith. God is good. Trust in His promises, walk in His goodness, be an ambassador of His Kingdom, so that when people meet you, it’s Jesus in you they see.
