29 November 2015 :  John 1 : 35-42  
My wife has, in her shop, a notice board, changed daily, setting out the specialities of the Old Mill Kitchen for that particular day. But underneath the details of the delicacies on offer there is also a count-down of the number of sleeps till Christmas. If I have the sums right, presently 26. Lest we forget. Personally, I prefer to ban the C-word till the calendar turns from November to December, but I think I’m trying to swim against the tide! 
And so, although officially this is the first Sunday of the Christmas season, what we call Advent, I’m not going to say much about that imminent event 26 days distant, and by way of justification I would merely add that I have not yet put up an advent calendar, nor have I rigged up the fairy lights on my model railway, therefore – not there yet! Head, sand …
Instead I’d like to draw our attention to an event only one sleep away, St Andrew’s Day. This is not a celebration of a university town in Fife renowned for its golf courses. I do not play golf. I have tried. With conspicuous lack of success. My miserable attempts produce a bizarre variation that I’ve heard described as soldier golf – left, right, left, right – bearing as much resemblance to the real thing as Carol Kirkwood’s version of the Rumba!

Rather it’s all about our patron saint, whose bones – according to legend – were washed up on the Fife coast, but who was in life one of the 12 closest associates of Jesus. Not a bad CV for a man who from childhood seemed to be destined for the family fishing business on the Sea of Galilee. It was through a colourful character by name of John the Baptist that Andrew was introduced to Jesus. Of John the Baptist we are told :

John dressed in a camel-hair habit tied at the waist by a leather strap. He lived on a diet of locusts and wild field honey. People poured out of Jerusalem, Judea, and the Jordanian countryside to hear and see him in action. There at the Jordan River those who came to confess their sins were baptized into a changed life.

When John realized that a lot of Pharisees and Sadducees were showing up for a baptismal experience because it was becoming the popular thing to do, he exploded: “Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re doing slithering down here to the river? Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is going to make any difference? It’s your life that must change, not your skin! What counts is your life. Is it green and blossoming? Because if it’s deadwood, it goes on the fire.
Wow! Clearly not a man you would forget in a hurry – the sight of insect legs stuck to his beard in congealed honey ; the pungent pong of camel-skin, unpleasant when dry, but well-nigh unbearable when wet ; and sermons that were highly entertaining as long as you weren’t on the receiving end of them! But it was John, who happened to be a relative of Jesus, that God appointed as the curtain-raiser for the ministry of the Saviour.
John the Baptist’s place was to get people ready for the One who would change the world, and among the people very deeply affected by John’s ministry was our Andrew – never more so than when this outspoken, locust-encrusted preacher, of whom you would most definitely never wish to stand down-wind, dramatically identified Jesus for who He was. 
To us, the expression, Lamb of God, might mean very little. To call somebody a sheep isn’t necessarily something we would consider a compliment. But for the Jewish people, this was a very big deal. For hundreds and hundreds of years they had an arrangement with God to address the problem of human misbehaviour, whereby a family would bring to the weekly worship an animal, usually a lamb, as a sacrifice to God to pay for their misdeeds, 
What happened next was fascinating. The priest would examine the lamb as to whether or not it was spotless. The priest didn’t examine the person who brought the lamb. The lamb had to be perfect, not the one who was benefiting from its death. After all, if the person bringing the lamb had been perfect, they wouldn’t have needed to bring it in the first place. 
With me so far? Now, this was an act that had to be repeated over and over again. But the prophet Isaiah had spoken of something much more significant, a Saviour sent from God who would be like a sacrificial lamb, not just for one person or one family from one week to the next, but for all the people of the earth and for all time. So when John spoke of Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, the wise sat up and took notice.

Jesus was the One who would change the world. Jesus was the One who came to set all the human race free from the curse of sin and disease and death, forever. The Lord God would look at the perfection of this Jesus, who would become our sacrifice, and pronounce us clean through our faith in Him, and not because of anything we had done. This was big.

And Andrew knew it. And his response was that of a very wise man. He recognised Jesus for who He was, and He did so purely on the word of a man he trusted. As yet, Jesus had preached no sermons, performed no miracles, yet Andrew was convinced. Right. Let’s bring this bang up-to-date, and ask ourselves some serious questions.
Do we recognise Jesus for who He is? Do we understand just how absolutely vital Jesus is to our lives? Do we grasp the truth that He came at Christmas precisely to set you and me free from the bondage to the rubbish of this world, rubbish that finds expression in the crazy things you and I all too often do and say and think ; rubbish that finds expression in the diseases that steal, kill and destroy ; rubbish that finds expression in the actions of people whose “god” is no bigger than their own warped ideas, especially terrorism.

Jesus is the Lamb of God who came to take away – completely – the sin of the world, and all the symptoms of what the Bible calls the curse attaching to it. If you’re feeling very brave one day, and make sure you’re sitting down with a strong coffee to do so, have a look at Deuteronomy 28 in your Bible, and look at the blessings and the curses listed there. 

Jesus came to make available, to all who believe in Him, all the good stuff, long life, strong life, good health, success in all you turn your hand to, strong family life, peace, joy – and to prevent us from having to put up with all the bad stuff, accidents, disease, debt, failure in our ventures, strife at home. Nobody in their right mind wants to go through all that, but did you know that the Bible says we no longer have to? Isaiah 53 : He, Jesus, the Saviour, took up our pain and bore our suffering. He was pierced for our wrongdoing, he was crushed for our iniquities. The Lord laid upon Him the sins of us all ; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
OK Frank, you might think, that sounds good, but how do I know it’s true? How can I be sure that Jesus really is the one? Have a look at your Bible. See all the things Jesus did, all the sick people He healed, all the blind people He gave back their sight, all the crippled people He made to walk, all the messed-up people He forgave and gave them a reason to go on living. Just look at them all, and remember this verse from Hebrews 13.8 : Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.
Do you know what that means? It means that whatever Jesus did when He was walking the dusty roads of Galilee all those years ago, He is still determined to do now, through His church. Don’t you dare imagine that you are any less precious to Jesus than the people He met and ministered to back then! Don’t you dare fall for the lie that you matter less to God than anyone else! The Bible says : You are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. Ephesians 2.10

That’s God’s plan for you. So how do you get there from where you are right now? You may think it seems an impossibly long way. No, nothing is impossible for God. Luke 1.37. There are no hopeless cases in God’s eyes. Two things to do, as our patron saint Andrew did all those years ago. One, recognise who Jesus is and what He wants to do for you, in you and through you. There’s plenty of evidence in the Bible to help you make up your mind that He really is the Son of God, and that He really does have a good plan for you.

Say YES to Jesus today. Believe He is the Son of God, the Saviour who has forgiven all your sins, who has healed all your diseases, who has redeemed your life from destruction, who crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things, who renews your youth like the eagle’s – that’s in Psalm 103. Don’t waste another day. The worst day of your life with Jesus will be so much better than your best day without Him ever was. Trust me, I’ve been both sides of that equation, I know which I prefer.
Just watch your levels of joy and peace and success and fulfilment go through the roof. Then, do the second thing Andrew did. Share Jesus with someone else. The first thing Andrew did when he met Jesus was run off and introduce his brother, Simon Peter, and that was a good day’s work. Ah, I don’t like to shove religion down anyone’s throat.

Neither do I.  Religion is a crock of garbage. Religion is man tying himself in knots in an attempt to bribe God to do what He’s already done and made available as a free gift! How crazy is that? This isn’t religion. This is new life we’re talking about. This is the key to true happiness. If you, as a Christ-follower, really care for someone, you will want them to have the same joy and peace and contentment that you’ve found in Jesus. 

You will want them to share the same blessing, that’s empowerment to succeed in every area of life, that Jesus has poured out on you. Now I’m not suggesting you preach at them all day and every day! Just live the life Jesus gives you, following His ways. Do it with a smile on your face – that will be easy when you see how great your new life is – and never be ashamed, when someone asks you what’s changed, to tell them – I now follow Jesus.  At first, that person may look at you as if you have three heads all of different colours, but they’ve asked for a reason – they see a change, they like what they see, they want it. You too can be an Andrew, a person who leads people to Jesus, the best job in the world.
